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1 ChanteloQ in Tottfalne^rKoT. 6t i7Sf& 



My Lord, ^ ^ 

T ^ . ■ ' ' 1 

X Ha V £ confidered fofmeriy', with a good deal df 

attention , the fubjedl on which ybu command m'd 
to communicate my thought^ to you : .and*I j>rafelif- 
ed in thofe days, as much a$ bufinefs'an4 plea/tire 
allowed me time to do, the rules that feenied to n/fc 
neceffary to be obferved in the ftudy 6f hiftotyl 
They were very different from thofe which wtitei-fe 
oil the fame fubjed have recommended , and which 
are commonly pradlifed. But I confefs to you^ 
iordfhip, that this neither gave me then, no*r ha$ 
given me fince, any diftruft of them. I do tioi 
affed fingularity. On the contrary, I think that a 
due deference is to be paid to received opinions J 
and that a due conjpliance with received cuftoms ii 
to be held ; though both the one an^ the other fhould 
be, what they often are, abfurd or ridiculous. Bu'p 
this fervitude is outward only, arid abridges in no 
ifort the liberty of private judgment. The obliga- 
tions o^ fubmitting to it likcwifc, even, outwardlyi 
• B '' ^ 
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9 LETTER! 

extend no further, than to thofe opinions and cut 
toms which cannot be oppofed ; or fro A which 
, we cannot deviate without doing hurt, or giving 
offence, to fociety. In all thefe cafes, our fpecu- 
lations ought to be free: in all other cafes, ouf 
pradice may h^ fo. Without any regard therefore 
to the opinion and pradice even of the learned 
^yofldi r^m very willing to tell you mine. But, 
as it is hard to recover a thread of thought long 
:ago laid afide, and impoffiblc to prove fome things, 
and explain others , without the affiftance of many 
books which I have not here ; your lordfhip muft 
te content with fuch an imperfed (ketch, as I am 
able to fend you, at prefent in this letter. 

Ti^E ^mptives, that cairy men to., the ftudy ot 
liiftory are different. Some intend, if fuch as they 
may he faicf to ftudy, nothing more than amufip- 
menfc^ andr^^d the Hfe of Aristio£$ orPHOCiiON, 
qf Efami^ondas ot Scipio, Alexander or 
Caesar, juft as they play a game at cards, or as 
they would read the ftory of the feven champions. 

Others there are, whofe motive to this ftudy 
IS notliing better, and who have the further difad* 
vantage of becoming a nuifance very often to fociety, 
m proportion to the progrefs they make.. The for- 
mer do not improve their reading to any good pur- 
pose: the latter pervert it to a very bad one, ^nd 
grow in .impertinence as they increafe in learning, 
1 think 1 have known moft of the firft kind in 
England, and moft of the laft in France. Th^ 
perfons 1 mean are thofe .who read to talk, to Ihine 
ill conversation, and- to impofe in company: who 
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Of the Study of HisroRt. j 

having few ideas to. vend of their own growth, 
{tore their minds with crude unruniinated fad^ and 
fcntcnces ; and hope to fupply, by bare memory, 
the want of imagination and judgment 

But thefe are in the two loweft forms. The 
.next I fhali mention are in one a little higher; in 
the form of thofe who grow neither wifcr ,npr 
brctter by ftudy themfelves > but who enable others 
to ftudy with greater cafe, and to purpofes more 
ufeful; who make fair copies of foud spanufcripts , 
give the fignification of hard words , and taj;e ^ 
great deal of other grammatical pains. The qblir 
gation to thefe men would be great indeed, i£ 
they were in general able to do any thing better^ 
and fubmitted to this drudgery for the( fake of the 
public ; as fome of them , it mud be owned ^yfhi{ 
gratitude, have done, but not later, I. thinks tha^t 
about the time of the refurredlion of letters^ 
When works of importance are prefling^ generals 
themfelves may take up the pick-aX(e and th^ 
fpade ; but in the ordinary courfe of things , when 
that preffing neceffity is over, fuch tools are left 
in the hands deftined to ufe them, the han4s o£ 
common foldiers and peafants. I approyc therefore 
very much the devotion of a (ludious man at Chrill* 
Church, who was over -heard in his oratOJcy; W 
tering into a detail with G00| as devout pcffbn^ 
are apt to do , and, amongft other particular chankj^ 
givings , acknowledging the divine goodnefs in 
lurnifliing the world with makers of Didionaries ! 
Thefe men court fame as well as their betters, by 
fuch means as Goo has given thiena to acquire it; 

B % 
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4 L E T T E R I. 

arid Littleton cxened all the genius he had, 
when he made a didlionary, though Stephens did 
not. They deferve encouragement, however, whilft 
they continue to compile, and neither afifedl wit, 
rior'prefume' to reafon. 

There is a fourth clafs, of much lefs ufe thaa 
thefe, but of much greater name. Men of the firft 
rank in learning , and to whom the whole tribe of 
fcholars bow with reverence. A man muft be as 
indifferent ais I am to common cenfure or appro* 
batioh, to avow a thorough contempt foi: the 
whole bufmcfs of thefe learned lives; for all the 
Tefearches into antiquity, .for all the fyftems of 
chronology^ and hiftory, that we owe to the im- 
menfe labors of a SciiLiGER, a Bochart, a 
PfiTAVius,: an Usher, and even a Marsham. 
The fame materials are common to them all; but 
thiefe materials are few, and there is a moral impof- 
fibility that* they Ibould ever have more. They 
have combined thefe into every form, that caa be 
given to them: they have fuppofed, they have 
guefled, they have joined disjointed paflages of 
differeiit authors , and broken traditions of uncer* 
tain originals , of various people, and of centuries 
Ircmote from one another as well as from ours, 
fir flidrt, that they might leave no liberty untaken, 
ifev^il '^ wild, fantaftical fimilitude of founds ^has 
ferved to prop up a fyftem. As the materials they 
Ifaye are few , fo are the very beft , and fuch as 
'pais -for authentic, extremely precarious; as fome 
\)f thefe learned perfons themfelves confefs. 
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Of the Study of History. 5 

Julius Aprica.nus, EusEBixis, and George 
the monk opened' the principal fources of all thi^ 
fcience; but they corrupted the waters. Their point 
of view was to make profane hiftory and chronor 
logy agree with facred ; though the latter chronology 

' is very for from being eftablifhed with the clearnefs 
and certainty neceffary to make it a rule. For this 
purpofe, the ancient monuments , that thefe writers^ 
conveyed to pofterity , were digefted by them ac- 
cording to the fyftcm they were to maintain : and 
none of thefe monuments were delivered down in 
their original form, and genuine purity. The 
Dynafties of Manetho, for ii>ftancc, are broken 
to pieces byEussBiUS; and fuch fragments of 
them as fuited his defign, are ftruck into his work. 
We have, we know, no more of them. The Codex 
Alexandrinus we owe to George the monk. We 
have no other authority for it : and one cannot 
fee without amazement fuch a man as Sir JoHK 
Marsham undervaluing this authority in one page^ 
and building his fyftem upon it in the next. He 
feems even by the lightnefs of his expreflfions, if I 
remember well , for it is long fince I looked into 
his canon, not to be much concerned what foun- 
dation his fyftem had , though he fliowed his (kill 
in forming one, and in reducing the immenfe anti- 
quity of the Egyptians within the limits of the 
Hebraic calculation. In fhort, my lord, all thefe 

' fyftems are fo many enchanted caftles ; they appear 
to be fomething , they are nothing but appearances : 
like them too, diffolve the charm, and they vanifb 
from the fight. To diffolve the charm , we muft 

B3 
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6 LETTERL 

begin at the beginning oftlicni: the expreflion 
may be odd , but it is fignificant We muft examine 
fcrupuloufly and indiflfcrcntly the foundatioifs on 
which they lean : and when we find thefc cither 
faintly probable, or grofsly improbable, it would 
be foolifh to expcdl any thing better in the fuper- 
ilrudlure. This fcience is one of thofe that arc 
** a limine falutandae. " To do thus much may be 
neceflary, that grave authority may not impofe on 
our ignorance: to do more, would be to affift this 
very authority in impofing falfe fcience upon us. 
I had rather uke the Darius whom Alexander 
conquered, for the fon of Hystaspes, and make 
as many anachronifms as a Jewiih chronologer» 
than facrifice half my life to colledl all the learned 
lumber that fills the head of an antiquary. 
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O F T H B ' 

Study of History* 

LETTERII. 

Concerning the trae ufc and advantages of it 

JL/ET me fay fomething of hiftory in general, 
before I defcend into the confideration of particular 
parts of it, or of the various methods of ftudy, or 
of the different views of thofe that apply themfelves 
to it, as I had begun to do in nay former letter. 

The love of hiftory feems infeparable from 
human nature, becaufe it feems infeparable from 
felf-love. The fame principle in this inftance carries 
us forward and backward, to future and to pafl; 
ages. We imagine that the things, which affedl 
us ^ muft affedl pofterity : this fentiment runs 
through mankind , from^ Gaesar down to the 
parifh clerk in Po?e's mifcellany. We are fond of 
preferving, as far as it is in our frail power, the 
memory of our own adventures, of thofe of our 
own time , and of thofe that preceded^ it Rude 
heaps of ftones have been raifed, and ruder hymns 
have been compofed, for this purpofe, by nations 
who bad not yet the uf(? of arts and letters. To 
go no farther back, the triumphs of Odin were 
celebrated in runic fongs » and the feats of our 

B4 
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8 LE T T:E'R II. 

Britifh anccftors were recorded in tbofc of their 
bards. The favages oT America have the fame 
cuftom at this day : and long hiftorical ballads of 
their,huntings and their wars are fung at all their 
feftivirst There is no need of faying how this 
paflioh grows, among civilized nations, in propor- 
tion to the means of gratifying it: but let us ob- 
ferve that the fame principle of nature direds us 
as ftrongly, and more generally as well as mprc 
early, to indulge our own curiofity, in (lead of 
preparing to gratify that of others. The child 
hearkens with delight to the tales of his nurfe : he 
learns to read, and he devours with eagernefs 
fabulous legends and novels: in riper years he 
applies himfelf to hiftory, or to that which he 
taki:s for hiftory, to authorized romance: and, 
even in age , the defire of knowing what has hap- 
pened to other men , yields to the defire alone of 
relating what has happened to ourfelves. Thus 
hiftory , true or falfe , fpeaks to our paflions 
always. What pity is it, my lord, that even the 
beft ftiould fpeak to our uaderftandings fo feldom ? 
That it does fo , we have none to blan^e but our- 
felves. Nature has done her part. She has open- 
ed this ftudy to every man who can read and' 
think: and what Ihe has made the moft agreeable, 
reafon can make the moft iifeful, application of our 
niinds. But if we confult our reafon, we (hall be 
far from following ^he examples of our fellow-* 
creatures , in this as in moft other cafes , who are 
fo proud of being rational. We fhall neither read 
to foothow indolence, nor to gratify our vanity; 
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as little fliall we content ourfclves to drucfge like 
grammarians and critics, that others may be able 
to ftudy with greater eafe and profit, like philo* 
fophers and ftatefra^n : as little fhall we aflfcd the 
flender merit of becoming great fcholars at the 
expenfe of groping alt our lives in the dark mazes 
of antiquity. All thefc miftake the true drift of 
ftudy , and .the true ufe of hiftory. Nature gave 
us curiofity to excite the induftry of our minds ; 
but ihe never intended it (hould be made the 
principal , much lefs the fole , objedl of their 
application. The true and proper objedl of this 
application is a conftant improvement in private 
and in public virtue. An application to any ftudy, 
that tends neither diredUy nor indiredly to make 
us better men and better citizens , is at beft; but a 
fpecious and ingenious fort of idlenefs , to ufe an 
cxpreffion of Tillotson : and the knowledge 
we acquire by it is a creditable kind of ignorance* 
nothing more. This creditable kind of ignorance 
is, in my opinion, the whole benefit which the 
generality of men , even of the moft learned , reap 
from the ftudy of hiftory: and yet the ftudy of 
hiftory feems to me, of all other, the moft proper 
to train us up to private and public virtue. 

Your lordlhip may very well be ready by this 
time , and after fo much bold cenfure , on my part, 
to afk me, what then is the true ufe of hiftory? 
in what refpeds it may ferve to make us better 
and wifer? and what method is to be purfued ia 
the ftudy of it, for attaining thefe great ends? 
I wUl anfwer you by quoting what I have read 
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fomewiiere or other, in DiOKYSius HalicaRn. 
I think, that hiftory is philofophy teaching by 
examples. We need but to caft our eyes on the 
"world , and we ihall fee the daily force of example ; 
Sve nc^ed but to turn them inward, and w? flball 
foon difcover why example has this force. " Pauci 
^* prudentia, "' fays T A c I T u s, " honefta ab 
" deterioribus , utilia ab noxiis difcernunt : plurcs 
** aliorum eventis docentur. " Such is the imper- 
fection of human underftanding, fuch the frail tern* 
per of our minds , that abftraft or general propofi- 
tions, though ever fo true, appear obfcure or doubt- 
ftil to us very often, till they are explained by 
examples: and that the wifeft leflbns in favor of 
virtue go but a little way to convince the judge- 
ment, and^ determine the will, unlefs they are 
enforced by the fame means; and we are obliged 
to apply to ourfelves what we fee happen to other 
men. Inftrudions by precept have the further 
difadvantage of coming on the authority of others 
and frequently require a long dedudion of reafon- 
ing. " Homibes amplius oculis, quam auribus, 
•' credunt: longum iter ^ft per praecepta, breve 
*' ct efficax per exempla. ** The reafon of this 
judgment, which I quote from one of Seneca's 
cpiftles in confirmation of my own opinion , 
reds J I think, on this; that when examples are 
pointed out to us , there is a kind of appeal , with 
which we are flattered, made to our fenfes, as 
well as our underftandings. The inftrudion comes 
then upon our o wi authority : . we frame the 
precept after our own experience, and yield to 
fad when we refift fpeculation. But this is not 
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the only advantage of inftrudlion by example ; for 

example appeals not to our underftanding alone, 

but to our paflions likewife. Example afi^ages 

thefe, or animates tlicm; fets paflion on the fide 

of judgment , and makes the whole man of a-piece ; 

%vhich is more than the ftrongeft reafoning and 

the cleared demonftration can do : and thus forming 

habits by repetition, example fecures the obfer« 

vance of thofe precepts which example infinuated. 

Is it not Pliny, my lord, wfio fays, that the 

gendeft, he (hould have added the moft eiFedlual, 

vray of commanding, is by example? " IVlitius 

^' jubetur exemplo." The harfheft orders are f(q|t* 

ened by example, and tyranny itfelf becomes 

-perfuafive. What pity is it that fo few princes 

have learned this way of commanding ? But again: 

the force of examples is not confined to thofe 

alone, that pafs immediately under our fight: the 

examples, that memory fuggefts, have the fame 

effedt in their degree, and a habit of recalling 

theni will foon produce the habit of imitating 

them. In the (ame epiiUe, from yrhence I cited a 

paflage jufl: now, S£N£CA fays that CleantHBS 

had never become fo perfcd a copy of Zeno , if 

he had not pafTed his life with him ; that FlatO ^ 

Aristotle, and the other philofophers of that 

fchool, profited more by the example, than by 

the difcourfe of Socrates. ( But here , by the 

way, Seneca miftook; for Socrates died two 

years, according to fome, and four years, according 

to others, before the birth of Aristotle: and 

his millake might come from the inaccuracy of 
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thofc who coUcftcd for him ; as Erasmus obferveSt 

after Quintilian, in his judgment on Seneca. ) 

But Jbe this, which was fcarce worth a parenthefis, 

as it will; he adds that M£TR04)0RUS, Herm achus 

and POLYABNUS, men of great note, were formed 

by lining under the feme roof with Epicurus, not 

by frequenting his fchool. Thefe are inftances of 

the force of immediate example. But your lordfhip 

knows that the citizens of Rome placed the images 

of their anceftors in the veftibules of their houfes ; 

fo that, whenever they went in or out, thefe 

venerable buftoes met their eye§ , and recalled the 

glorious adions of the dead, to fire the living, to 

excite them to imitate, and even to emulate their 

great forefathers. The fuccefs anfwered the defign. 

The virtue of one generation was transfufed, by 

the magic of example, into feveral: and a fpirit of 

faeroifm was maintained through many ages of that 

common- wealth. Now- thefe are fo many inftances 

of the force of remote example; and from all thefe 

inftances we may conclude, that examples of both 

kinds are neceffary. 

The fchool of example, my lord, is the world: 
and the matters of this fchool are hiftory and 
experience. I am far from contending that the 
former is preferable to the latter. I think upon 
the wliole otherwife^: but this 1 fey^ that the 
foripcr is abfolutely neceffary to prepare us for 
the latter, and to accompany us whilft we arc 
under the difcipline of the latter, that is, through 
the whole courfe of our lives. No doubt fome 
few men may be quoted, to whom nature gave 
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what art and induftry can give to no man. 
But fuch examples will prove nothing ag^inft 
me, becaufe I admit that the ftudyof hi{\ory^ 
without experience, is infufficient; but- affert, 
that experience itfelf is fo without genius. Genius 
is preferable to the other two ; but I would wilh 
to find the three together: for how great foevei: 
a genius may be , and how much foever he may 
acquire new light and heat, as he proceeds in 
his rapid courfe, certain it is that he will never 
Ihine with the full Juftre , nor flied the full 
influe^ice he is capable of, unlefs to his. owA 
experience he adds the experience of other men 
and other ages. Genius , without the improvement, 
^t leaft, of experience, is what comets once were, 
thought to be , a blazing meteor , irregular iij his 
courfe , an^ dangerous in his approach ; of no ufe 
to any fyitem , and able to deftroy any. Mer^ 
fons ^ of earth , if they have experience without 
any knowledge of the hiftory of the world, are 
but half fcholars in the fcience of mankind. And if 
they are converfant in hiftory without experience^ 
they are worfe than ignorant; they are pedants, 
always incapable, fometimes meddling, and pre- 
fuming. The man, who has all thrcQ, is an honor 
to his country, and a public blelling: and. fuch, 
I truft, your lordfhip will be in this century, as 
your great -grand -father * was in the laft. 

I have infifted a little the longer on this head, 
^nd have made thefe diftinftions the rather , beeaufe 
though I attribute a great deal more, than many will 

. * Sari of CJLARSNDON* 
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be ready to allow, to the ftudy of hiftory;,yet I 

would not willingly evert fccm to fall into the 

ridicule of ftXcribin^ to it fuch extravagant cffedls , 

as feveral have donfej from TullV down to Ca* 

SAUBON , La Mothk le Vayer , and other modern 

pedants. When Tully informs Us , in the fecond 

book of his Tufculan difputations , that the firft 

SciPiO African us had always in his bands the 

works of Xenophon, he advances nothing but 

what is probable and reafonable. To fay nothing 

of the retreat of the ten thoufand , nor of other 

parts of XenophoK's writings ; the images of virtue 

repreferitcd in that admirable pidure the Cyrop?ediai 

were proper to entertain a foul that was fraught 

with virtue, and Cyrus was worthy to be imitated 

by SciPio. So Selim emulated Caesar, whofe 

Commentaries were Iranflated for hii^fe againft 

the cuftoms of the Turks: fo Caesar emut^ted 

Alexakderj and Alexander, AcHitLts* There 

is nothing ridiculous here, except the ufe that is made 

of this paffage by thofe who quote it. But what 

the fame ToLly fays, in the fourth book of hii 

academical difputations, concerning Lucullus, 

feems to me very extraordinary. " In Afiam fadus 

** imperator venit ; cum effet Roma profedus rci 

** militatis rudis ; " ( one would be ready to afcribe 

fo fudden a change, and fo vaft an improvement, 

to nothing lefs than knowledge infufed by infpir^ 

tion ,^ if we were not affured in the fame place that 

they were eflfeded by very natural means , by fuch 

as it is in every man's power to employ ) ^* partim 

percontando a peritis, partim in rebus geflislegendis/* 
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LUCULLUS^ according to this account, verified the 
reproach on the Roman nobility, which Sallust 
puts into the mouth of Makius. But as I difcover 
the paflion of MahiUs, and his prejudices to the 
patricians, in one cafe; fo 1 difcover, methinks^ 
the cunning of Tully, and his partiality to 
himfelf, in the other. LucullUs, after he had 
been chofen confiil , obtained by intrigue the 
government of Cilicia, and fo put himfelf into a 
fituation of commanding the Roman army againft 
MiTHRi dates: Tully had the fame government 
afterwards, and though he had no MitHridates, 
nor any other enemy of confequcnce, oppofed to him; 
though all his military feats confided in furprifmg 
and pillaging a parcel of highlanders and wild 
Cilicialns ; yet he affumed the airs of a conqueror, 
and defcribed his adions in fo pompous a ftyle, 
that the account be<:omes burlefque. He laughs^ 
indeed, in one of his letters to Atticus, at bis 
generalfhip : but if we turn to thofe he writ 
to CoELius RuFUs, and to Cato, upon this 
occafion, or to thofe wherein he expreffes to 
Atticus his refentment againft Cato, for not 
propofing in his favor the honors ufually decreed 
to conquerors , we may fee how vanity turned his 
head, and how impudently heinfifted on obtaining 
a triumphs Is it any ftrain now to fuppofe, that he 
meant to infmuate , in the paflage I have quoted 
about LucULLUS , that the difference between him 
and t&e former governor of Cilicia, even ia 
military merit , arofe from the different conjundure 
alone; and that Lucullus could not have done 
in Cilicia , at that time, more than he himfelf did ? 
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Cicero had read and qucftioned at Icafl as much 
as LucuLLUs, and would therefore have appeared 
as great a captain , if he had had as great a prince 
as MiTHRlDATBS to eaco^inter. But the truth is, 
that LucULLUS was made a..gr^at captain by theory, 
or the ftudy of hiftory, alone, no more than 
Ferdinand of Spain. and AlphoksUs of Naples 
were cured* of defperate diftempers by reading LlVY 
and QuiN^us CuRTlUs: a filly tale, which BoDiN, 
Amyot, and others have picked up and propagated. 
LucULLUS had ferved in his youth againft the 
JMarfi ,. probably in other wars, and Sylla took 
early notice of him : he went into thef eaft with 
this general, and had a great fhare in his confi« 
dence. He commanded, in feveral expeditions. It 
,was he who reftored the Cplophonians to their 
liberty , and who punilhed the revolt of , the 
people of Mytelene. Thus we fee that Lucullus 
was formed by experience, as well as fludy, and 
hy an experience gained in thofe very countries, 
v^hcre he gathered fo many laurels afterwards in 
fighting againft the fame enemy. The late duke of 
Marlborough never read Xenophon, moft cer- 
tainly, nor the relation perhaps of any modern 
wars ; hut he ferved in his youth under monfieur 
de TukENNE, and I have heard tha.t he was taken 
notice of in thofe early day*?, by that great maq^^ 
He afterwards commanded io an expedition to 
Ireland, ferved a campaign or .two,. if I miftake 
not, under kingWiLLlAM in Flanders: aijd, befides 
thefe occafions , had none of gaining experience ia 
W^r, till he came to the head of our armies in one 

thouland 
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tboufand feven hundred and (wo » and triumphed, 
not over Afiatic troops, but over the veteran 
armies of Fraoce.v The Roman had on his fide 
genius and experience cultivated by ftudy: the 
Briton had genius improved by experience , and 
no more. The firft therefore is not an example of 
M^hat fludy can do alone; but the latter is an 
example of what genius and experience can do 
>vithout ftudy. They can do much, to be fure^ 
when the firft is given in a fuperior degree. But ^ 
fuch examples are very rare: and >fchen the/ 
happen, it will be ftill true, that they would have 
bad fewer bJemiflies , and would have come nearer 
to the perfedlion of private and public virtue, in 
all th^ arts of peace and achievements of war, if 
the views of fuch men had been enlarge^;!, and 
their fentiments ennobled , by acquiring that caft 
of thought i and that temper of miiid, which will 
grow up and become habitual in every man who 
applies hirafelf early to the ftudy of hiftory, as \vell 
as to the ftudy of pbilofophy, with the intention 
of. l?eing wifer and better, without the affe(ftatioA 
: of being morf learned- 

The temper of the mind is fornieii, and a certain 
turn give^i to qvir ways of thinking ; in a Word, the 
feeds of that moral charailer which cannot wholly 
alter the patural characSker, but may cprred the evil 
and improve the good th<it is in it, or dbVthevery 
contrary, are fown betimes, and much foonex than 
is coinmonly fuppofed. It is equally certain, that 
•we (hall gather or not gather cxpej^jence, be the 
better or the worfe for this experience , when wc 

■ ■ . - ■■.-•. - -■ ■ ,. ^ . ' 
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come into the world and mingle among mankind^ 
according to the temper of mind, and the turn of 
thought, that we have acquired beforehand, and 
bring along with us. They will tindure all our 
future acquifitions; fo that the very fame expe- 
rience , which fecures the judgment of one man , 
or excites hira to virtue,* fliall lead another into 
error, or plunge him into vice. From hence it 
follows , that the ftudy of hiftory has in this refpeA 

• a double advantage. If experience alone can makb 
us perfedt in our parts, experience cannot begin 
to teach them till we are adually on the ftage: 
^yhereas, by a previous application to this ftudy^ 
we con them over at lead, before we appear 
there: we are not quite unprepared; ^e learn our 
^arts fooncr, ind we learn them better. 

Let me explain what I mean by an example. 

^ There is fcarcc any folly or vice more epidemical 
^mong the fons of men, than that ridiculous 
and hurtful vanity, by which the people of each 
country are apt to prefer themfelves to thofe ojE 
every other;* and to make their own cuftoms; and 
manners , and opinions , the ftandards of right and 
wrong, of true and falfe. The Chinefe mandarins 
were ftrangely furprifed, and almeft incredulous, 
when the Jefuits fliowed them how fmall a figure 
their empire made in the general map of the 
world. The Samdjedes wondered much at the Czac 
of Mufcovy for not Kving among them; and the 
Hottentot, who returned from Europe, ftripped 
himfelf naked as foon as he came home, put on. 
his bracelets of guts and garbage, and grewftinkiog 
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and loufy as fafl; as he could. Now nothing cah 
contribute more to prevent us from being tainted 
with this vanity, than to accuftom ourfelves early 
to contemplate the different nations of the earthy 
in that vaft map which hiftory fpreads before us» 
in their rif(^ and their fall, in their barbarous and 
civilized flates , in the likenefs and unlikenefs of 
them all to one another, and of each to itfelf. By 
frequently renewing this profpeA to the mind, 
the Mexican with his cap and coat of feather^-, 
facrificing a human vidim to his god , will not 
appear more favage to our eyes , than the Spaniard 
with a hat on his head , and a gonilla round his 
neck, facrificing whole nations to his ambition ; 
his avarice, and even the wantonnefs of his cruelty. 
I might fhow, by a multitude of other examples', 
how hiftory prepares us for experience, and guidi^ 
us in it: and many of . thefe Svould be both 
curious and important. I might likewife bring 
fcveral other inftances , wherein hiftory ferves t6 ■ 
purge the mind of thofe national partialities and 
prejudices that we are apt to con trad in our 
education, and that experience for the moft part 
rather confirms than removes : becaufe it is for the 
moft part confined , like our education. But I 
apprehend growing too prolix , and Ihall therefore 
conclude this head by obferving, that though an 
early and proper application, to the ftudy of hiftory^ 
will contribute extrenjely to keep our minds free 
from a ridiculous partiality in favor of our own 
country, and a vicious prejudice againft others; 
yet the fame ftudy \yill create in us a preference 

C:5 
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of affedion to our own country. There is a ftorjr 
told of ABCARUb. He brought feveral beafts taken 
in different places to Rome, they fay, and let 
them loofe before Augustus : every beaft ran 
immediately to that part of the Circus ,' where a 
parcel of earth taken from his native. foil had been 
laid. "Credat Judaeus Apella." This <ale might 
pafs on Joseph us; for in him, I believe, I read it: 
but furely the love of our country is a lelTon of 
reafon, not an inftitulion of nature. Education and 
)iabit, obligation and intered, attach us to it, not 
inftind. It is however fo neceflary to be cultivated, 
^od the profperity of all focieties, as well as the 
grandeur of fome , depends upon it fo much, that 
orators by their eloquence , and poets by their 
ehthufiafm , have endeavoured to work up this 
precept of morality into a principle of paffion. But 
jthe examples which we find in hiftory, improved 
by the lively defcriptions , and the juft applaufes 
.or cenfures of hiftorians, will have a much better 
^nd more permanent effed, than declamation, or 
foi^g, or the dry ethics of mere philofophy. In fine, 
-to converfe with hiftorians is to keep good com^ 
pany : many of them were excellent men , and 
thofe who were not fuch, have taken care however 
to appear fuch in their writings. It muft be 
fberefore of great ufe to prepare ourfelves by this 
f onverfation for that of the world ; and to receive^ 
pur firft impreffions, and to acquire our firft 
Jjabits , in a fcene where images of virtue and vice 
are continually reprefented to us in the colors that 
belong properly to them , before we toter on 
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another ^ fcene , where virtue and vice are too 
often confounded , artd what belongs to one is 
afcribcd to the other. 

Befides the ad vantage of beginning our acquaint- 
ance with mankind fooner, and of bringing with 
us into the world, and the bufinefs of it, fuch a 
caft of thought and fuch a temper of mind , as will 
enable us to make a better ufe of our experience; 
there is this further advantage iti the ftudy of 
hiftory , that the improvement we make by it 
extends to more objeds , and is made at the 
cxpenfe of other men: whereas that improvenjent, 
which is the effed of our own experience, is 
confined to fewer objedls, and is made at our own 
cxpenf?. To ftate the account fairly therefore 
between thefe two improvements ; though the latter 
be the more valuable, yet allowance being made 
on one fide for the much greater number of 
examples that hiftory prefents to us , and dedudion 
> being made on the other of the price we often 
^ pay for our experience , the value of the fprmer 
will rife in proportion. " I have recorded thefe 
**^ things," fays PoLYBIUS, after giving an account 
of the defeat of Regulus, " that they who read 
** thefe commentaries may be rendered better by 
" them ; for all men have two ways of improve- - 
* ment , one arifing fro'm their own experience, 
^ and one from the experience of others. Evi- 
^* dentior quidem ilia eft , quae per propria ducit 
^ infortunia; at tutior ilia, quae per alicha." I ufe 
Casaubon's tranflation. Polybius goes on, and 
concludes, " that fince the firft of thefe ways 
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,** expofes us to great labor and peril , Mehilft 
^* the fecond works the fame good eflFedl, and is 
** attended ^y no evil circumftance, every one 
** ought to take for granted , that the ftudy of 
^ hiftory is the 6eft fchool where he can learn 
^^ how to conduift himfelf in all the fituations of 
** life." RegulUS had feen at Rome many exam- 
ples of magnanimity, of frugality, of the contempt 
of riches and of other virtues ; and thefe virtues 
he pradifed. But he had not learned, nor had 
opportunity of learning anotlier lefTon , which the 
examples recorded in hiftory inculcate frequently, 
the leffon of jnoderation. An infatiable thirft of 
military fame , an unconiincd ambition of extending 
their empire, an extravagant confidence in their 
own courage and force, an infolent contempt of 
their enemies , and an impetuous overbearing fpirit 
^vith which they purfued all their enterprifes, 
compofed in his days the diftinguifliing charader 
of a Roman. Whatever the fenate and people 
reft>lved, to the members of that commonwealth 
appeared both pradicable and juft. Neither diffi- 
culties nor dangers could check them ; and their 
fages had not yet difcovered, that virtues in excefs 
degenerate into vices. Notwithftanding the beau- 
tiful rant which Horace puts into his mouth, I 
make no doubt that Regulus learned at Carthage 
thofe leffons of moderation which he had not 
learned at Rome ; but be learned them by 
experience, and the fruits of this experience came 
too late, and coft too dear; for chey coft the total 
defeat of the Roman army, the prolongation of a 
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calamitous war which might have been finifhed 
by a glorious peace, the lofs of liberty to thoufands 
of Roman citizens , and to Regulus himfelf the 
lofs of life in the mid ft of torments , if we are 
entirely to credit what is perhaps exaggeration in 
the Roman authors. 

There is another advantage , worthy our obfer- 
vation, that belongs to the ftudy of hiftory;. and 
that I iball mention here, not only becaufe of the 
importance of it , but becaufe it leads me imme^ 
diately to fpeak of the nature of the improvement 
Tve ought to have in our view , and of the method 
in which it fcems to me that this improvement 
ought to be purfued : two particulars from which 
your lordlhip may think perhaps that I digrefs too 
long. The advantage I mean confifts in this, that 
the examples which biftory prefents to us , both of 
men and of events ; are generally complete : the / 
whole example is before us , and confequently the 
whole leffon , or fometimes the various leffons , 
which philofophy propofcs to teach us by this 
example. For firft , as to men : we fee them at 
their whole length in hiftory, and we fee them 
generally there through a medium lefs partial at , 
leaft than that of experience : for I imagine , thafe 
a whig or a tory, whilft thofe parties fubfifted, 
would have condcmniedin Saturninus the fpirit 
of fadion which he applauded i^i his own Tribunes ^^ 
and would have applauded in Drusus the fpirit of 
moderation which he defpifed in thofe of the con- 
trary party , and which he fufpedled and hated in 
thofe of his own- party. The villain who has 
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impofedon mankind by his power or cunning, ancf 
whom experience could not unmade for a time, is 
unmaflced at length : and the honeft man , who 
has been niifunderftood or defamed , is juftificd be- 
fore hi< ftory ends. Or if this does not happen, if 
the villain dies with his maOc on, in the midft of 
applaufc , and honor, and wealth , and power , and 
if the honefl man dies under the fame load of ca« 
lumny and difgrace ^nder which he lived , driven 
perhaps into exile , and expofed to want ; yet we 
fee hiftorical jufticc executed , the name of one 
branded with infamy , and that of the other cele- 
brated with panegyric to fucceeding ages. " Prae- 
^ cipuum munus annalium reor, ne virtutes filean- 
^ tur; utque pravis didis fadifque ex pofteritatc 
^ et infamia metus fit. *' Thus , according to Ta- 
citus , and according to truth , from which his 
judgments feldom deviate, the principal duty of 
hiftory is to ered a tribunal y^ like that among the 
Egyptians , mentioned by Diodokus Siculus, 
where men and princes themfclves were tried , and 
condemned or acquitted , atter their deaths ; where 
thofe who had not been punifhed for their crimes , 
arid thofe who had not been honored for their vir- 
tues , received a juft retribution. The fentencc is 
pronounced in one cafe^ as it was in the other, 
too late to corred or recompenfe ; but it is pro- 
pounced in time to render thefe examples of general 
inftrudion to mankind. Thus CiCbRO , that I may 
quote one inftance out of thoufands , and that I 
may do juftice to the general cfaarader of that great 
man , ^whofe particular failing I have cenfured fo 
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fredy; CiCERO, I fay, was abancfoned by OcTA-' 
vius, and maffacred by* Antony. But let any 
man read this fragment of ArelliusFuscus, an4^ 
chufe which he would wilh to have been, the 
orator, or the triumvir? "Quoad humanum genus 
" incolume manferit, quamdiu ufus literis, honor 
" fummae eloquentiae pretium erit, quamdiu rerum 
* natura aut fortuna fteterit, aut memoria dura- 
^ verit , adrairabile pofteris vigebis ingenium , c| 
*' uno profcriptus feculo , profcribes Antonium om- 
« iiibus," ' 

Thus again , as to events that fliand recoiled la 
hiftory , we fee them all , we fee them as they follow- 
ed bne another , or as they produced one another, cau- 
fes or effedls , immediate or remote. We are caft back, 
as it were, into former ages : we live with the men who 
lived before us , and we inhabit countries that we ne- 
ver few. Place is enlarged , and time prolonged , in 
this manner i fo that the man who applies himfelf 
early to the ftudy of hiftory, may acquire in a 
few years , and before he fets his foot abroad in the 
world , not only a more extended knowledge of 
mankind , but the experience of more centuries 
than any of the patriarchs faw. The events we 
are witneffes of, in the courfe' of the longcft life^ 
appear to us very often original, unprepared , fingle, 
and un- relative, if I may ufe fuch an exprcffion 
for want of a better in Englifli^ in French I would 
fay Holes: they appear fuch very often, are called 
accidents, anjd looked on as the effeds of chance; 
a word, by the way , which is in conftant ufe, 
and has frequently no determinatemeaning. We 
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get over tlie prcfent difficulty , vrc improve the 
rnomentary advantage , as well as we can , and wc 
look no' farther. Experience can carry us no far- 
ther ; for experience can go a very little way back 
in difcovering caufes ; and effeds arc not the ob- 
jefts of experience till they happen. From hence 
ipany errors in judgment, and by confequence in 
condudl, neceffarily arife. And here too lies the 
difference we are fpeaking of between hiftory and 
experience. The advantage on the fide of the for- 
mer is double. In ancient hiftory as we have faid 
already , the examples are complete , which are in- 
complete in the courfe of experience. The begin- 
ning, the progreffion, and the end appear, not of 
particular reigns , much lefs qf particular enterprifes , 
or fyftems of policy alone, but of governments of 
nations , of empires, and of all the various fyftems 
that have facceeded one another in the courfe of 
their duration. In modern hiftory , the examples 
«iiaybe, and fometimes are, incomplete; but they 
have this advantage when they are fo , th^t they 
ferve to render complete the examples of our own 
time. Experience is doubly defedive ; we are born 
too late to fee, the beginning, and we die too foon 
to fee the end of many things. Hiftory fupplies 
t>oth thefe defeds. Modern hiftory (hows the cau- 
fes , when experience prefents the effeds alone : 
and ancient hiftory enables us to guefs at the 
effedls, when experience prefents the caufes alone 
Let me explain my meaning by two examples of 
thefe kinds; one paft, the other adually prcfent. 
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When the revolution of one thoufand fix 
hundred and eighty -eight happened, few men 
then alive, I fuppofe, went farther in their fearch 
after the caufes of it, than the extravagant at- 
tempt of king JamES againft the religion and li* 
berty of his peoplcf. His former condudl , and the 
paflages of king Charles the fccond's reign might 
rankle ftill at the hearts of fome men, but could 
not be fet to account among the caufes of his de« 
ppfition; fince he had fucceeded, notwithftanding 
them, peaceably to the throne: and the nation in 
general , even many of thofe who would have 
excluded him from it, were defirous , or at lead^ 
willing , that he fhould continue in it. Now this 
example , thus ftated , affords , no doubt , much 
good inftrudion to the kings , and people of 6ri« 
tain. But this inftrudion is not entire, becaufe the« 
example thus dated, and confined to the expe- 
rience of that age, is imperfedt. King James' mal- 
adminiftration rendered a revolution neceffary and 
pradicable; but his mal-adminillration , as well as 
all his preceding condudl, was caufed by his bigot- 
attachment to popery, and to the principles of 
arbitrary government, from which no warning 
cof.ld divert him. His bigot -attachment to thcfe 
^yas caufed , by the exile of the royal family, this 
exile was caufed by the ufurpation of Cromwel: 
and Cromwel's ufurpation was. the effedl of a 
former rebellion, begun not without reafon on 
account of liberty, but without any valid pretenc^ 
on account is of religion. During this exile, our 
princes caught the taint of popery and foreign 
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jpolitics. We made them unfit to govern us, and 
iafter th^t were forced to recal them that they 
might refcue us out of anarchy. It was neceffary 
therefore, your lordfliip fees, at the revolution, 
and it is more fo now, to go back in hiftory, at 
lead as far as I have mentioned^ and perhaps 
farther, even to the beginning of king James^ 
the firft's reign , to render this event a complete 
example, and to deveJope all the wife, honeft, 
and falutary precepts , with which it is pregnant , 
both to king and fubjed. 

The other example Ihall be taken from what 
has fucceeded the revolution, Few men at that 
time looked forward enough, to forefee the nc- 
ceflary confequences of the new conftitution of the 
revefllie, that was foon afterwards formed; nor of 
the method of funding that immediately took place; 
'which, abfurd as they are , have continued ever 
fmce, till it is become fcarce poffible to alter them. 
Few people , I fay , forefaw how the creation of 
funds, and the multiplication of taxes, would 
increafe yearly the power t)f the crown, and bring 
our liberties , by a natural and neceffary progreflion, 
into more real , though lefs apparent danger, than 
they were in before the revolution. The exceflive 
ill hulbandry pradlifed from the very beginning of 
king William's reign, and which laid the found- 
ations of all we feel and all we iFear, was not 
the eiFedt of ignorance, miftake, or what we call 
chance , but of defigi^ and Icheme in thofe who 
hid the fway at that time. 1 am not fo uncha- 
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rital)Ie , howevcir , as to believe that they intended 
to bring upon their country all the mifchiefs tha{ 
we, who came after them , cxperic^nce, and ap* 
prehend. No , they faw the meafures they took 
lingly , and unrelatively, or relatively alone to fom^ 
immediate objedl. The notion of attadbing men tp 
the, new government, by tempting them to embarl^ 
their fortunes on the fame bottom , was a reafon of 
{late to fome : the notion of creating a new., tha( 
is, a moneyed intereft, in oppofition to the landed 
intereft , or as a balance to it, and of acquiring a 
fuperior influence in the city^ of London atleaft by 
the ellablilhment of great corporations, was a reafo^ 
of party to others : and I make no doubt ^at the 
ppportunity pf amaffing immenfe cftates by the 
management of funds , by trafficking in paper; an() 
by all the arts of jobbing, was a reafon of private 
intereft to thofe who fupported and improved thif 
fcheme of iniquity, if not to thofe who devifc^ it, 
They looked no farther. Nay, we who came after 
thrai , and have long tafted the bitter fruits of thq 
corruptior^ they planted , were far from taking fucH 
an alarm a^ our diftrefs» aqd our danger, ^s they, 
dcferved ; till the moft remote and fatal eflfed of 
eaufes » laid by the laft generation , was very near 
l^tcoming an objedl of experience in this. Yoin 
lordfliip , I am fure, fees at once how n^uch a due; 
refledlion on the paflages of former times, as; they 
Hand recorded in the hiftory of our own , and of 
Other countries, would have deterred a. free people 
from. tru(ling the fole management of JTo great a 
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revenue, and the folc nomination of thofe legions 
of officers employed in it, to their chief magiftratc. 
There remained indeed no pretence for doing fo, 
•when once a lalary was fettled on the prince, and 
the public revenue was no longer in any fenfe his 
revenue, nor the public expenfe his cxpeofe. Give 
me leave to add , that it would have been , and 
would be ftill , more decent with regard to the 
prince, and lefs repugnant if not more conformable 
to the principles and pradice too of our govern- 
ment, to take this power and influence from the 
prince , or to (hare it with him ; than to exclude 
men from the privilege of reprefenting their fellow- 
fubjeds who would chufe them in parliament , 

' purely becaufe they are employed and trufled by 
the prince. 

Your lordfhtp fees hot only, how much a due 
refledion upon the experience of other ages and 
countries would have pointed out national corruj>* 
tion ,'-as the natural and neceflary confequence oif 
inverting the crown v(ith the management of fo 
great a revenue ; but alfo the lofs of liberty , as 
the natural and neceflary confequence of national 
corruption; 

Thefc two examples explain fufficiently what 
Aey are intended to explain. It only remains thefcv 
fore upon this head, to obfcrve the difference 
"between the two manners in which hiftory fuppliei 
the defeds of our own experience. It fhows u$ 
caufes as in fad they were laid, with their mmcf- 

^tiiate tffbds i and it enables us to guefs at future 
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events. It can do no more , in the nature of things. 
My "^ lord Bacon, in his fccond book of the 
Advancement of Learning, having in his mind, I 
fuppofe, what Philo and Josephus afferted of 
Moses, affirms divine hiftory to have this prero- 
gative, that the narration may be before the fa(fl 
as well as after. But fince the ages of prophecy , 
as well as miracles, are paft, we mud content 
ourfelves to guefs at what will be, by what has 
been : we have no other means in our power, and 
hiftory furnifhes us with thefe. How we are to 
improve, and apply thefe means, as well as how 
we are to acquire them, {hall be deduced moire 
parttcula^ in another letter. 
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S T u p Y of History,' 
LETTER III. 

I. An objcdion againft the utility of hiftory 
removed. 2. The falfc and true aims of tfeofe 
who ftudy It. 3. Of the hiftory of the firft age^, 
•with refledions On the ftate of ancient hiftory', 
profane and facred. 

Were thefe letters to fall into the hands of 

fome ingenious perfons who adorn the ^e we live 

in, your lordfhipV correfpondent would be joked 

upon for his projedl of improvitre: men in virtue 

and wifdom by the ftudy of hiftory. The general 

charaders of men it would be faid, arc determined 

by their natural conftitucions , as their particular 

adions are by immediate objcds. Many very 

converfant in hiftory would be cited, who have 

proved ill men, or bad politicians; and a long 

roll would be produced of others, who have 

arrived at a great pitch of private,* and public 

virtue j without any affiftance of this kind. Some* 

thing has been faid already to anticipate this 

objedion; but, fince I have beard fevcral perfon$ 

affirm fuch propofitions with great confidence, a 

loud laugh, or a filent fneer at the pedants who 

prefumed to think other wife ; I will fpend a few 

paragraphs, with your lordlbip's leave, to fliow 

that fuch affirmations , for to affirm amongft thefe 

finfe 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the S T U D Y of H I S T O R Y. 3J 

fine men is. to rcafon, either prove too much , or 
prove nothing. 

If our general charadlers were determined abfo«» 
lutely . as they are certainly influenced , by our 
conftitutions , and if our particular adlions were fo 
by immediate objedls; all inftrudion by precept, 
as well as example, and all endeavours to form 
the moral character by education , would be unne* 
ceffary. Even the little care that is taken , and 
furely it is impoflible tq take lefs , in the training 
up our youth , would be too much. But the 
truth is widely different from this reprefentation of 
it; for , what is vice, and what is virtue? I fpeak 
of them in a large and philofophical fenfe. The 
former , is , I think , no more than the excefs, 
abufe , and mifapplication' of appetites, defires, 
and palfions, natural and innocent, nay uTefuI and 
neceffary. The latter confifts in the moderation 
and government, in theufe and application of thefe 
appetites,, defires, and paffions, -according to the 
rules of reafon , and therefore, often in oppofition, 
to their own blind impulfe* 

What now is education?, that part, that prin- 
cipal and moft negleifted part of it, I mean, which 
tends to form the moral charader ? It is, I think, 
an inditution defigned to lead men from tfcir 
tender years , by precept and exanlple , by argu- 
ment and authority, to the pradice, and to the 
habit of pradifing thefe rules. The ftronger our 
appetites , defires , and paffions are , the harder 
indeed is the ulk of education : but when the 
efforts pf education are proportioned to this 

D 
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ftrength , although our kccneft appetites and defires, 
ajLid our ruling paffions cannot be reduced to a 
quiet and ufiiform fubmiffion , yet , are not their 
cxceffcs affuaged ? are not their abufes and mifap« 
plications , in fome degree , diverted or checked? 
Though the pilot cannot lay the ftorm, cannot he 
carry the (hip , by his art , better through it , and 
often prevent the wreck that would always happen, 
without him? If Alexander, who loved wine, 
and was naturally choleric, had -been bred under 
the fe verity of Roman difciplinc, it is probable he 
would neither have made a bonfire of Perfepolis 
for his whore, nor have killed his friend. If Scipio , 
who was naturally given to women , for which 
anecdote we have, if I miftakenot, the authority 
of PoLYBlus, as well as fome verfes of Naevius 
preferved by A. Gellius, had been educated by 
OtYMPiAS at the court of Philip, it is impro- 
bable that he would have reftored the beautiful 
Spaniard. In Ihort, if the renowned Socrates had 
not correcfled nature by art, this firft apoftle of 
the gentiles had been a very profligatjC fellow , by 
his own confeflionj for he was inclined to all the 
vices ZoPYRUs imputed to him, as they fay, oa 
the obfervation of his phyfiognomy. 

With him therefore, who denies the efFeds of 
•education, it would }}e in vain to difpute;^ and 
with him who admits them, there can be no 
difpute , conceriling that fbare which I afcribe to 
the ftudy of hiftory : in forming oiir moral charac- 
ters , and making us better men. The very perfons 
who pretend that inclinations cannot be reflrained, 
nor habits correded , againfl our natural bent , 



Digitized by 



Google 



Of the Study of History. 35. 

would be the firft perhaps to prove, in certain 
cafes , the contrary. A fortune at court , or the 
favor of a lady, have prevailed on many to 
conceal, and they could not conceal without 
reftraining, which is one ftep towards corredling, 
the vices they were by nature addided to the 
moft. Shall we imagine now, that the beauty of 
virtue and the deformity of vice, the charms of a 
bright and lading reputation, the terror of being 
delivered over as criminals to all pofterity, the 
real benefit arifmg from a confcientious difcharge 
of the duty we owe to others, which benefit 
fortune can neither binder nor take away, and 
the reafonablenefs of conforming ourfelves to the 
defigns of GoD manifefted in the conftitution 
of the human nature; (ball we imagine, I fay^ 
that all thefe are not able to acquire the fame 
power over thofe who are continually called upon 
to a contemplation of them , and they who apply 
thcmfelves to the fludy of hiftory are fo called 
upon, as other motives, mean and fordid in 
coraparifon o^f thefe, can ufurp on other men? 

2. That the ftudy of hiftory , far from making 
us wifer, and more ufeful citizens, as well as 
better men, niay be of no advantage whatfoever; 
that it may ferve to render us mere antiquaries 
and fcholars ; or that it may help to make us 
forward coxcombs, and pfating pedants, I have 
already allowed. But this is not the fault of hif« 
tory : and to convince us that it is not, we need 
only contraft the true ufe of hiftory with the ufe 
that is made of it by fuch men as thefe. Wc 
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ought always to keep in mind, that hiftory is 
philofophy teaching by examples how to condudl 
ourfelves in all the fituations of private and public 
life ; that therefore we muft apply ourfelves to it 
in a philofophical fpirit and manner; that we muft 
rife from particular to gen.eral knowledge, and 
that we muft fit ourfelves for the fociety and bufi- 
nefs of mankind by accuftoming our minds to 
refled and meditate on the charaders we find 
defcribed, and the courfe of events we find related 
there. Particular examples may be of ufe fome- 
times in particular cafes; but the application of 
them is dangerous. It muft be done with the 
. utmoft circumfpedion , or it will be fcldom done 
with fuccefs. And yet one would think that this 
was the principal ufe of the ftudy of hiftory, by 
what has been written on the fubjed. J know 
jiot whether IMachiavel himfelf is quite free 
from defed on this account: he feems to carry 
the ufe and application of particular examples 
fometimes too fan Marius and CAXULUb paffed 
the Alps, met, and defeated the C^bri beyond 
the frontiers of Italy. Is it fafe to conclude from 
hence, that whenever one people is invaded by 
another, the invaded ought to meet and fight 
the invaders at a diftance from their frontiers ? 
Machiavel's countryman, Guicuiakdin, was 
aware of the danger that might arife from fuch an 
application of examples. Peter of JVledicis had 
involved himfelf in great diflSculties , when thofe 
wars and calamities began which Lewis Spokza 
iirft drew and entailed on Italy, by flattering the 
ambition of Charles the eighth in order to gra- 
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tify bis own , and calling the French into that 
country. Peter owed his diftrefs to his folly in 
departing from the general tenor of condud his 
father Laurence had held, and hoped to relieve 
himfelf by imitating his father's example in ope 
particular inftance. At a time when the wars 
with the pope and king of Naples had reduced 
Lau HENCE to circumftances of great danger, he 
took the refolution of going to Ferdinand, and 
of treating in perfon with that prince. The 
refolution appears in hiftory imprudent and almoft 
defperate : were we informed of the fecret reafons 
on which this great man ailed , it would appear 
very poflibly a \^ife and fafe meafure. It fucceedcd, 
and Laurence brought back with him spublic 
peace, and private fecurity. As foon as the French 
troops entered the dominions of Florence. Peter 
was ftruck with a panic terror, went to Charles 
the eighth , put the port of Leghorn, the fortreffes 
of Pifa, and all the keys of the country, into this 
prince's hands ; whereby he difarmed the Florentine 
commonwealth , and ruined himfelf. He vras 
deprived of his authority , and driven out of the 
city, by the juft indignacion of the magiftnates and 
people : and in the treaty which they made, after- 
wards with the king of France , it was ftipulatcd , 
that Peter (hould not remain within a hundred 
miles of the ftate, nor his brothers within the 
fame diftance of the city of Florence. On this 
occafion Guicciardin obferves howda^ngerous it 
is to govern •ourfelves by particular examples ; 
fmce, to have the fame fuccefs., we muft have the 
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fame prudence, and the fame fortune; and fincc 
the example muft not only anfwer the cafe before 
us in general, but in every minute circumftance. 
This is the fenfe of that admirable hiftorian , and 
thefe are his words — " e fenza dubbio molto 
^ pericolofo il governarfi con gl* efempi, fe non 
^ concorrono, non folo in generale, ma in tutti li 
** particolari, le medefime ragioni; fe le cofe non 
" fono regolate colla medefima prudenza , e fe 
•* oltre a tutti gli altri fondaraenti , non , v'ha la 
** parte fua la medefima fortuna. " An obfervation 
that BoiLEAU makes, and a rule he lays down in 
fpeaking of tranflations, will properly find their 
place here , and ferve to explain ftill better what I 
would eftablifli. " To translate fervilely into mo- 
^ dern language an ancient author phrafe by phrafe, 
^* and word by word, is prepofterous: nothing can 
" be more unlike the original than fuch a copy. 
** It is not to (how, it is to difguife the author, 
•* and he who has known him only in this drefs, 
^ would not know him in his own. A good writer, 
** inftead of taking this inglorious and unprofitable 
" talk upon him , will joufter contre I'original , 
•* rather imitate than tranflate, and rather emulate 
•• than imitate : he v/iil transfufe the fenfe and 
** fpirit of the original into his own >vork , and 
** >vill endeavour to write as the ancient author 
" would have wrote, had he writ in the fame 
** language. " Now , to improve by examples is to 
improve by imitation. We muft catch the fpirit, 
if we can , and conform ourfelves to the reafon of 
them; but we muft. not affeA to tranflate fervilely 
into our conducfl, if your lordlhip will allow me 
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theexpreflion, the particular condudof Ibofcgood 
and great men, whofe images hiftory fets before 
us. CooRUs and the Decii devoted themfeJves 
to death : one , becaufe an oracle had foretold that 
the army whofe general was killed would he vie* 
torious ; the others in compliance with a fuperfti- 
t*ion, that bore great analogy to a ceremony prac-* 
tifed in the Egyptian church, and added after- 
wards , as many others of the fame origin were^^ 
to the ritual of the Ifraelites. . Thefe are examples 
oLgrcat magnanimity , to-be fure , and of magna- 
nimity employed in the moft worthy caufe.. In 
the early days of. the Athenian and Romaii go- 
vernment , when the credit of oracles and all kinds 
of fuperftition prevailed, when heaven was pioufly 
thought to delight in blood and even hun)aii,blo64 
was fhcd under wild notions of atonement , .pr0- 
pitiation, purgation, expiation, and i3tisf»<ftion>; 
they who fet fuch examples as thefe ^\a<2ed :a 
heroical and a rational part too. But. if a gejaers^l 
ihould ad the fame part now , and , in order to 
fecure his vidory, get killed as faft as he could, 
he might pafs for a hero, but, I am Jure, he 
would pafs for a madman. Even thefe examples, 
however , are of ufe : they excite us at lead to 
venture our lives freely in the fervice of our country, 
by propofmg to our imitation men who devoted 
themfelves to certain death in the fervice of theirs. 
They ihow us what a turn of imagination . can 
operate, and how the greatcft trifle, nay the great- 
eft abfurdity, drefled up in the folemn airs of 
religion, can carry, order and confidence » pr tbc 
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contrary fentifnents, into the breafts of thoufands. 

There are certain general principles, and rules 

of life and condud, which always muft be true; 

becaufe they are conforniablc to the invariable na- 

-ture of things. He who ftudics hiftory as he wonMl 

ftudy philofophy, willfoon diftinguifti and colMdl 

them, and' by doing fo will foon form to himfelf 

a general fyftem of ethics and politics on the fureft 

cfoundations , on the trial of thcfe principles and 

rules in all ages, and on-the confirmation of them 

by univerfal experience i faid he will diftinguifli 

them ;: for once morel muft fay, that as to par- 

ti^xiht modes of adions, and meafures of condudt, 

\ "Whichi'tht quftoms of different countries, the man, 

> ners of different ages, and the circumftances of 

^ different conjundures , have . appropriated, as it 

\were; it is always ridiculous, or imprudent and 

< dangerous to employ:, them. But this is. notalL 

^; By contemplating the vaft variety of particular 

♦charaders and events; by examining the ftrangc 

fcombinationsofcaufes^ different, remote and feem- 

ingly oppofite, that often concur in producing 

V one effed ; and the furprifing fertility of one; fingle 

.and uniform caufein the producing of a multitude 

ofeffeds as different, as remote, and feemingly 

as oppofite; by tracing carefully, as carefully as* 

if the ftibjed he confiders were of pcrfonal and 

imniediate concern to him, all the minute and 

fometimcs fcaVce perceivable circumftances, cither 

in the charaders of adors, or in the courfe of 

adions^ that hiftory enables him to trace, and 

according to which the fuccefs of affairs , even the 
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greatcft, is moftly determined; by thefe, and fuch 
methods as thefe , for I might defcend into a much 
greater detail, a man of parts may improve the 
ftudy of hiftory to its proper and principal ufe; he 
may ftiarpen the penetration , fix the attention of 
■his mind, and ftrengthen his judgment; he may 
acquire the faculty and the habit of difcerning 
quicker and looking farther ; and of exerting that 
flexibjj^ty, and fteadinefs, which are neceflary to be 
joined in the condud of all aiSairs that depend on 
the concurrence or oppofition of other men. ' 
. Mr. Locks, I think, recommends the ftudy of 
geometry even to thofe who have no defign of 
being geometricians: and he gives a reafon for it, 
that may be applied to the prefent cafe. Such 
perfons may forget every problem that has been^ 
propofed, and every folution that they or others 
ha\te given ; but the habit of purfuing long trains 
of ideas will remain with them, and they will ap- 
pear through the mazes of fophifm, and difcover 
a latent truth , where perfons who have not this 
habit will never find it. 

In this manner, the ftudy of hiftory will pre- 
pare us for adion and obfervation. Hiftory is the 
ancient author: experience is the mddcrn language* 
.We form our tafte on the firft; we tranflate the 
fenfe and reafon, we transfufe the fpirit and force; 
but we imitate only the particular graces of the 
original : we imitate them according to the idiom 
of our own tongue , that is , we fubftitute often 
equivalents in the lieu of them, and are far -from 
affeding to copy them feryilely. To conclude, m 
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experience is converfant about the prefent, and 
the prefcnt enables us to gucfs at the future ; fo 
hiftory is converfant about the part, and by know- 
ing the things that have been , we become better 
able to judge of the things that are. 

This ufe, my lord, which I make the proper 
and principal ufe of the ftudy of hiftory , is not 
infifted on by thofe who have writ concerning the 
method to be followed in this ftudy : gi>d fnice we 
propofe different ends , we muft of'courfe take 
different ways. Few of their treatifes have fallen 
into my hands: one, the method of Bodin, a man 
famous in his time, I remember to have read. 1 took 
it up with much expedlation many years ago ; I 
went through it, and remained extremely difap- 
pointed. He might have given almoft any other 
title to his book as properly as that which ftands 
before it. There are not many pages in ituhat 
relate any more to his fubjcdl than a tedious fifth 
chapter , wherein he accounts for the charaders 
of nations according to their pofitions on the globe , 
and according to the influence of the ftars ; and affures 
his reader that nothing can be more neceffary than 
fuch a difquifition , "ad univerfam hiftoriarum cogni- 
^ tionem, et incorruptumearum judicium." In his 
method, we are to take firft a general view of 
univerfal hiftory , and chronology , in (hort abftradks, 
and then to ftudy all particular biftories and fyftems. 
Senega fpeaks of men who fpend their whole 
lives in learning how to adl in life , " dura vitse 
",inftrumenta conqbirunt. " I doubt that this me- 
thod of BoDiN would condud us in the fame, or 
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as bad a way; would leave us no time for aAion, 
or would make us unfit for it. A huge common- 
place-book, wherein all the remarkable fayings and 
fadts that we find in hiftory are to be regiftered , 
may enable a man to talk or write like Bodin, 
but will never make him a better man , nor enable 
him to promote, like an ufeful citizen, the fecu*. 
rity, the peace, the welfare, or the grandeur of 
the commbnity to which he belongs. I fhall pro- 
ceed therefore to fpeak of a , method that leads to 
fuch Durpofes as thefe diredly and certainly, without 
any Regard to the methods that have been pre- 
fcribcd by others. 

I think then we muft be on our guard againft 
this very affedation of learning , and this very 
wantonnefs of curiofity, which the examples and 
precepts we commonly meet with are calculated 
to flatter and indulge. We muft neither dwell too 
long in the dark, nor wander about till we lofe 
our' way in the light. We are too apt to carry 
fyftems of philofophy beyond all our ideas , and 
fyftems of hiftory beyond all our memorials. The 
philofopher begins with reafon , and ends with 
intfagination. The hiftorian inverts this order : he 
begins without memorials and he fometimes ends 
with them. This filly cuftom is fo prevalent 
among men of letters who apply themfclves to 
the ftudy of hiftory, and has fo much prejudice 
and fo much authority on the fide of it, that your 
lordflhip muft give me leave to fpeak a little more 
particularly and plainly than I have done, in fa* 
vor of common fenfe , againft an abfurdity which 
is almoft fandified. 



Digitized by 



Google 



44 LET T^R III. 

REFLECTIONS 

On the ftatc of ancient H i s T R Y, 

The nature of man , and the conftant courfe of 
liuman affairs , render it iiripoflfible that the firft 
ages of any new nation which forms itfelf , (hould 
mfford authentic materials for hiftory. We have 
none fuch concerning the originals of any of thotfc 
nations that adually fubfift. Shall we expcdl to 
vfind them concerning the originals of nations dif* 
perfcd, or extinguiflied, two or three thoj^fand 
years ago ? If a thread of dark and uncertain 
traditions, therefore, is made, as it commonly is, 
the introdudion to hiftory, we fhould touch it 
lightly, and run fwiftly over it, far from infiftingoii 
it, either as authors or readers. Such introdudions 

' are at beft no more than fanciful preludes, that 

/ try the inftruments , and precede the concert. He 

muft be void of judgment, and tafte, one would 

thinks who can take the firft for true hiftory, or 

the laft for true harmony. And yet fo it has 

- been, and fo it is, not in Germany and Holland 
alone ; but in Italy, in France, and in England, 
where genius has abounded , and tafte has been 
long refined. Our great fcholars have dealt and 
deal in fables at leaft as much as out poets, with ; 
this difference to the difadvantage of the former, 
to whom I may apply the remark as juftly as 
Seneca applied it to the dialedicians — " triftius 
^ inepti funt. lUi ex profeffo lafciviunt ; hi age^e 
" feipfos aliquid exiftimant. " Learned men, in 
learned and inquifitive ages , Mrbo poffeffed many 
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advantages that we have not, and among others 
that of being placed fo many centuries nearer the 
original truths that are the objeds of fo much 
laborious fearch, defpaired of finding them, and 
gave fair warning ^o pofterity, if pofterity would 
have taken it. The ancient geographers , as PlUt 
TA.RCH fays in the life of Theseus, when they 
laid down in their maps the little extent of fea 
and land that was known to them , left great 
fpaces void. In forae of thefe fpaces they wrote,, 
Here are fandy defarts, in others, Here arc 
impaffabie marfhes , Here is a chain of inhofpitablc 
mountains, or Here is a frozen ocean. Juft fo, both 
he and other hiftorians, when they related fabulous 
originals, were not wanting to fet out the bounds 
beyond which there was neither hiftory nor 
chronology. Censorinus has preferved the dif- 
tindlion of three eras eftablifhed by Varrq. 
This learned Roman antiquary did not determine 
whether the firft period had any beginning, but 
fixed the end of it at the firft, that is, according 
to him, the Ogygian deluge; which he placed, 
I think, fome centuries backwarder than Julius 
AFRiCAi^Us thought fit to place it afterwards; 
To this era of abfolute darknefs he fuppofed that 
a kind of twilight fucceeded, from the Ogygian 
deluge to the Olympic era, and this he called 
the fabulous age. From this vulgar era when 
CoRAEBUS was crowned vidor, and long after the 
true era when thefe games were inftituted by 
IPHirus , the Greeks pretend to be able to 
digeft their hiftory with fome order, clearnefs. 
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and certainty: Varro therefore looked on it as 
the break of day, or the beginning of the hiftorical 
age. He might do fo the rather, perhaps, becaufe 
he included by it the date he likewife fixed, or, 
upon recolleftion, that thr elder Cato had fixed, 
of th^ foundation of Rome within the period from 
•which he fuppofed that hiftorical truth was to be 
found. But yet moft certain it is , that the hiftory 
and chronology of the ages that follow are as 
confufed and uncertain, as the hiftory and chro- 
nology of thofe which immediately precede this 
era. 

I. The ftate of ancient profane hiftory. 

The Greeks did not begin to write in profe 
till Pherecides of Syros introduced the cuftom: 
and Cadmus Milesius was their firft hiftorian. 
Now thefe men flourifhed long after the true, or 
even the vulgar Olympic era ; for JosEPHUS 
affirms, and in this he has great probability on his 
fide, that Cadmus Milesius, and Acusilaus 
Argivus, ina wordtheoldcfthiftorians in Greece, 
were very little more ancient than the expedition 
of the Perfians againft the Greeks. As feveral 
centuries 'pa(red between the Olympic era and 
thefe firft hiftorians , there paffed likewife feveral 
more between thefe and the firft Greek chrono- 
logers. Timaeus about the time of Ptolomy 
Philadelphus, and Eratosthenes about that 
of Ptolomy Evekgetes , feem firft to have 
digefted the events recorded by them , according 
to the olyinpiads. Precedent writers mentioned 
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foriictimes the olympiads; bnt this rule of reckon- 
ing was not brought' into eftablilhed ufe fooner. 
The rule could not ferve to render hiftory more 
, clear and certain till it was followed : it was not 
followed till about five hundred years after the 
Olympic aera. There remains therefore no pretence 
to place the beginning of the hiftorical age fo 
high as V A R R o placed it , by five hundred 
years. 

HeLLANlGUS indeed and others pretended to 
give the originals of cities and governments , and 
to deduce their narrations from great antiquity. 
Their works are loft, but we can judge how 
inconfiderable the lofs is, by the writings of that 
age which remain , and by the report of thofe 
who had feen the others. For inftance , Hero* 
Doxus was contemporary with Hhllanicus. 
Herodotus was inquifitive enough in all con- 
fcience , and propofed to publilh all he could 
learn of the antiquities of the lonians, Lydians, 
Phrygians, Egyptians, Babylonians, Medes, and 
Pe'rfians ; that is , of almoft all the nations who 
were known in his time to exift. If he wrote 
Affyriacs , we have them not ; but we are furc 
that this word was ufed proverbially to fignify 
fabulous legends , foon after his time , and whea 
the mode of publifhing fuch relations and hiftories 
prevailed among the Greeks. 

In the nine books we have , he goes back 
indeed almoft to the Olympic era , wit^jout taking 
notice of it however ; but he goes back only to 
tell an old woman's tale , of a king who loft his 
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crown for fliowing his wife naked to bis favorite; 
and from Candaules and Gyges he haftens, or 
rather he takes a great leap , down to Cyrus. 

Something like a thread of biftory of the 
Medes and then of the Perfians; to the flight of 
Xerxes, which happened in his own time, is 
carried on. The events of his own time are related 
with an air of hiftory/ But all accounts of the 
Greeks as well as the Perfians , which precede 
thefe , and all the accounts which he gives dcca- 
fionally of other nations , were drawn up mofl 
inanifeftly on broken , perplexed , and doubtful 
fcraps of tradition. He had neither original records , 
nor any authentic memorials to guide him , and 
yet thefe are the fole foundations of true hiftory. 
Hkrodotus flourilhed, I think, little more than 
half a century, and XfcNOi>HON little more than a 
whole century after the death of Cyrus : and 
yet how various and repugnant are the relations 
made by thefe two hiftorians , of the birth , life , 
and death of this prince ? If raoft hiftories had 
t:omedown froni thefe ages to ours, the uncertainty 
and inutility of them all would be but the more 
manifeft. We Ihould find that AcusiLAUsrejcdled 
the traditions of Hksiqd , that Hellanicus 
contradided Acusilaus , that EFHpRUS accufed 
Hellanicus, that TiMiEus accufed Kphorus, 
and all pofterior writers TiMJEU^. This is the 
report of Josephus. But, in order to Ihow the 
ignorance and falfhood of all thofe writers through, 
whom the traditions of profane antiquity came to 
the Greeks ^ I will quote to your lordfhip a much 

better 
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better authority than that of Josephus 5 the 
authority of one who had no prejudice to bia^ 
him , no particular caufe to defend , nor fyftem of 
ancient hiftory to eftablifh, and all the helps, as 
well as talents, neccffary to rtiakehim a competent 
judge. The man I mean is StRABO. 

Speaking 6f the Maffagetae in his eleventh 
book , he writes to this cffedl : that no author had 
given a true account of th^m , though feveral had 
.writ of the war that Cyrus waged againft them; 
and that hiftorians, had found as little credit in 
what they had related concerning the affairs of the 
Perfians, Medes, and Syrians: that this was due 
to their folly ; for ©bferving that thofe who wrote 
fables profeffedly were held in cfteem, tbefe men 
imagined they fhould render their writings more 
agreeable, if, under , the appearance and pretence 
of true hiftory , they related what they had neither 
feen nor heard from perfons able to give them 
true information ; and that accordingly their only 
aim had been to drefs up pleafing and marvellous 
jelations : that one. may better give credit to 
Hesiod and Homeh , -when they talk of their 
licro.es , nay even to dramatic poets , than to 
Ctesias, HftROOOTUs , Hellanicus , and their 
followers : that it is not fafe to give credit even 
to the greateft part of the hiftorians who writ 
concerning Alexander ; fmce they too, encour-^ 
aged by the greater reputation of this conqueror, 
by the diftance to which be carried his arms, and 
;by the difficulty of difproving what they faid of 
adions performed in regions fo rempte, were ape 

E 
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biftorical part of it in the Old Teftament. But, 
my lord, even thefe divine books muft be reputed 
infufficient to the-purpofe, by every candid and 
impartial man who confiders either their authority 
as hiftories, or the matter they contain. For what 
are tlicy? and how came they to us? At the time 
when Alexander carried his arms into Afia, a 
people of Syria , till then unknown, became known 
to the Greeks: this pegple had been flaves to the 
Egyptians , Affytians, Medes, and Perfians, as 
thefe fcveral empires prevailed : ten parts in twelve 
t)f them had been tranfplanted by ancient con- 
querors, and melted down and loft in the caft, 
fevcf al ages before the eftablifhment of the empire 
that Alexander (deftroyed: the other two parts 
had been carried captive to Babylon a little before 
the fame era. This captivity was not indeed, 
perpetual, like the other: but it lafted fo long, 
find fuch circLimftances, whatever they were ac- 
companied it^ that the captives forgot their country, 
and even their language, the flebrew dialed a^ 
fcaft and charader: and a few of them only could 
be wrought upon , by the zeal of fome particular . 
men, to return home, when the indulgence of 
the PerGan monarchs gave them leave to rebuild 
their city and to repeople their ancient patrimony. 
Even this remnant of the nation did not continue 
long entire. Another great tranfmigration followed; 
and tKe Jews, that fettled under the protedion of 
the Ptoleiviys, forgot their language in Egypt, 
as the forefathers of thefe Jews had forgot theirs in 
Chaldea'. More attached hoj^eyer to their religion 
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in Egypt , f<?r rcafons eafy to be deduced from the 
new inftitutions that prevailed after the captivity 
among them , than their anceftors had been, in 
Chaldea, a verfion of their facred writings was 
made into Greek at Alexandria, not long after the 
canon of tbefc fcriptures had been finiflied at Jeru- 
falem ; for many years could not intervene between 
the death of Simon the juft , by whom this canon 
was finifhed, if he died during the reign of PtOt 
LEMY SOTER, and the beginning of this famous 
tranflation under Ptolbmy Philadelphus. The 
Helleriift Jews reported as many marvellous- things 
to authorize, and even to fandify this tranflation, 
as the other Jews had reported about Esdr as who 
began, and Simon the juft who finilhed, the canon 
of their fcriptures. Thefe holy romances Aid into 
tradition , and tradition became hiftory : the fatbeiis 
of bur Chriflian church did not difdain to employ 
them. St. Jerome, for inftance, laughed at the 
ftory of the feventy-two elders, whofe tranflation^ 
■were found to be, upon comparifon, word for 
word the fame, though made feparateiy, and by 
men who had no communication with one another. 
But the fame St. Jerome, in the fame place, quotes 
Aristeas, one of the guard of Ptolemy Pbila- 
DELPHUs, as a real pcrfonage. > 

The account pretended to be writ by this 
Aristeas, of all that paffed relating to the tranf- 
lation, was enough for his purpof*. This he re- 
tained , and he rejeded only the more improbable 
circum flap ces , y/hich had been added to the tale, 
and which laid it open to mofl; fufpick>n. \n this 
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he fbowed great prudence , and better judgment, 
than that zealous, but weak apologiftJusTiN, who 
believed the whole ftory himfelf, and endeavoured 
to impofe it on mankind. 

Thus you fee » my lord , that when we confider 
thefe books barely as hiftories , delivered to us on 
the faith of a fuperRitious people among whom the 
cuftom and art of pious lying prevailed remarkably, 
we may be allowed to doubt whether greater credit 
is to be given to whalt they tell us concerning the 
original , compiled in their own country and as it 
were out of the fight of the reft of the world; 
than we know, with fuch a certainty as no fcholar 
prefumes to deny , that we ought to give to what* . 
they tell us concerning the copy ? 

The Hellenift Jews were extremely pleafed/nq 
doubt , to have their fcriptures in a language they 
underftood, and that might fpread the fame of 
their antiquity, and do hoiior to their nation, 
among their mafters the Greeks. But yet we do 
not find that the authority of thefe books pre* 
vailed , or that even they were much known among 
the Pagan world. The reafon of this cannot be, 
that the Greeks admired nothing that wis not of 
their own growth , " fua tantum mirantur : " for , 
on the contrary , they wqre inquifitive and cr^* 
dulous in the higheft degree, and they collected 
and publiQied at leaft as many idle traditions of 
other nations^ as they propagated of their own, 
JosEPHUS pretended that TheopomPUS, a difciple 
of IsoCRATCS, being about to infert in his hiftory 
ibme things he had taken out of holy writ, the 
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poor man bccaiftc troubled m mind for feveral days; 
and that having; prayed to GoD , during an inter* 
million of his illnefs , to reveal to him the caufe 
of it, be learned in his fleep that this attempt was 
the caufe; upon which he (]|uitted the defign an4 
was cured If JosEPHtJS had been a little more 
confident than he is very often, fuch a ftory a$ 
this would not have been told by one , who was 
fond, as Jews and Chriftians in general have been ^ 
to create an opinion that the Gentiles took not 
their hiftory alone, but their philofophy and all 
their valuable knowledge, from the Jews^ Not> 
withftanding this ftory therefore , which is told in 
the fifteenth book of the Jewifh Antiquities , and 
means nothing, or means to Ibow that the divine 
Providence would not fuffer anecdotes of facred 
.to be mingled with profane hiftory; the pradice 
of JosKPHUS himfelf , and of all thofe who have 
Mad the fame defign in view , has been . to confirnif 
the former by the latter , and at any rate to fupi» 
pofe an appearance at leaft of conformity betweei^ 
them. We are told Hecataeus AbdiiRita, for 
there were two of that name, writ a hiftory fa^ 
vorable to the Jews: and, not to multiply inftan* 
ces , though I might eafily do it,^ €iVen ALbXANDfiJi 
PoLYHiSTOR is called in. He is quoted by Jq- 
SEPHUs, and praifed by Eu^iiBius as a man of 
parts and great variety of learning. His teftimony, 
about the deluge and tower of Babel , is produced 
by St. Cyril in his firft book againft Juliai^ : 
and Justin the apologift and martyr , in his .exhor- 
tauon to the Greeks , makes ufe of the fame 
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atithonty, among thofc that mention Mosfis as a 
leader and prince of the Jews. Though this PoLYHis- 
TOR, if I Remember right what I think I have 
met with in SuiOAS^ fpoke only of a woman he 
called Moso, " cujus fcriptum cd lex hebraeo- 
^ I'lim *. '* Had the Greek hiftorians been con- 
formable to the facred , I cannot fee that their 
authority , which was not coteraporary , would 
have been of any weight. They might have- copied 
MbSES, and fo they did CxESlAfc. But even this 
Vras not the cafe: whatever ufe a particular writer 
here and there might make occafioiially of the 
fcriptures , certain it is that the Jews^ continued 
to be as much dcfpifcd, and their hiftory to be 
as geherally negleded, nay almoft as generally 
unknown, for a long time at leaft after the vcrfion 
was made at Alexandria, as they had been before. 
A'PION, an Egyptian, a man of much erudition, 
iippeared in the world fome centuries afterwards! 
He wrote, among other antiquities, thofe of his 
own country: and as^ he was \obIiged to fpeak 
very often of the Jews , he fpoke of them in a 
manner neither much to their honor, nor to that 
«)f their hiftories. He wrote purpofely againft them : 
and JosBPHUS attempted afterwards, but Apioi^ 
yas then dead, to refute him. Apion paffed, I 

ig Oyi(Tt9 'AXeSavSp®- o WXrtrt©^ o UoXvi^up. Sui. Lex. torn. ii. 
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know, for a vain and noify pedant; but he pafled 
likcwife for a curious , a laborious , and a learned 
antiquary. If he was cabaliftical or fuperftitious , 
JosEPHUs was at lead as much fo as he: and if 
he flattered Caligula, Josephus introduced him* 
felfto the court of Nero and- the favor of Pop- 
PAfeA, by no very honorable means, under the 
protedionof Aliturus, a player, and a Jew; to 
fay nothing of his applying to VfibP ASIAN the pro* 
pbecies concerning the Meffiah, nor of his accom- 
panying Titus to the ficge of Jerufalem. 

In Ihbrt, my lord, the Jewifh hiftory never 
obtained any credit in the world, till chriftianity 
was eftablifhed. The foundations of this fyRem 
being laid partly in thefc hiftories , and in the pro- 
phecies joined to them or inferted in them , chrif- 
tianity has refledled back upon them an authority 
which they had not before, and this authority has 
prevailed Y^hcrevcr chriftianity has fprcad. Both 
Jews and Chriftians hold the. fame books in great 
veneration, whilft each condemns the other for 
not underftanding^ or for abufing them. But I 
apprehend that the zeal of both has done much 
hurt, by endeavouring to extend their authority 
much farther than is necelTary for the fupport 
perhaps of Judaifm , but to be fure of chriftianity: 
I explain myfelf that I may offend no pious ear. * 

Simon , in the preface to his Critical hiftory of 
tlie Old teftament, cites a divine of the faculty 
of Paris, who held that the infpirations of the 
authors of thofe books, which the church receives 
as the word of God, fhould be extended no fartheit 
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than to matters purely of dodrioc, or to fuch as 
bave a near and neceflary relation to thefe; and 
that whenever thefe authors writ on other fubjedls , 
fuch as Egyptian, Aflyrian , or other biftory , they 
had no more of the divine afliftance than any other 
perfons of piety. This notion of infpirations that 
came occafionally , that illuminated the minds and 
guided the hands of the lacred penmen while they 
were writing one page, and reftrained their in- 
fluence while the feme authors were writing an* 
other, maybe cavilled againft: and what is there 
that may not? But furcly it deferves to be treated 
with refped, fince it tends to eftablifh a diftinc* 
tion between the legal, dodlrinal, or prophetical 
parts of the Bible, and the hiftorical: without 
which diftindion it is impoflible to eftablilh the 
firft, as evidently and as folidly as the interefts 
of religion require: at lead it appears impoflfible 
to me, after having examined and confidered, a$ 
well as I am able, all the trials of this kind that 
have been made by fubtile as well as learned men. 
The Old is faid to be the foimdation of the New^ 
and fo it is in one fenfo: the fyflem of religioh 
contained in the latter refers to the fyftem of re«- 
ligion contained in the former, and fuppofes the 
truth of it. But the authority pn which we receive 
the books of the New teftament, is fo far from 
being founded on the authority of the Old tefta- 
ment, that it is quite independent on it; the Ncfw 
being proved, gives authority to the Old, but 
borrows none from it; and gives this authority 
to the particular pai:t$ only. Christ came to 
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fulfill the prophecies; but not to confecrate all the 
written, any more than the oral, traditions of the 
Jews% We muft believe tljefe traditions as far as 
they relate to chriftianity , as'far as chriftianity refers 
to them, or fuppofes them neceflary; but we can 
be under no obligation to believe them any farther , 
fmce withotit chriftianity we fhould be under no 
obligatipn to believe them at all. 

It ha^ been faid by Abbadie, and others, 
" That the accidents which have happened to 
^ alter the texts of the Bible, and to disfigure, 
** if I may fay fo, the fcriptures in many refpeds, 
^^ could not have been prevented without a per- 
" petual ftanding miracle, and that a perpetual 
^* ftanding miracle is not in the order of provi- 
^ <lence. " Now I can by no means fubfcribe to 
this opinion. It feems evident to my reafon that 
the very contrary muft be true, if we fuppofe 
that God afts towards men according to the moral 
fitnefs of things :^ and if we fuppofe that he ads 
arbitrarily , we can form no opinion at all. 1 
think that thefe accidents would not have hap- 
pened, or that the fcriptures would have been 
prcfcrvcd entirely in their genuine purity notwith- 
ftanding thefe accidents , if they had been entirely 
didated by the Holy Ghost ; and the proof of 
this probable propofition , according to our cleareft 
and moft diftind ideas of wifdom and moral fitnefs, 
is obvious and eafy. But thefe fcriptures are not 
fo come down to us : they arc come down broken 
and confufed , full of additions , interpolations , and 
tranfpofxtions , made wcjicither know when, nor 
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by whom; and fuch , in fliort, as never appeared 
on the fac^of any other book, on whofc author- 
ity men have agreed to rely. 

This being fo, my lord, what hypothefis fliall 
\ve follow ? Shall we adhere to fome fuch diftinc- 
tion as I have mentioned ? (hall we fay, for in- 
ftance, that the fcriptures were written originally 
by the authors to whom they are vulgarly afcribed, 
but that thefe authors writ nothing by infpiration , 
except the legal, the dodlrinal , and the prophetical 
parts, and that in every other refpedl their author- 
ity is purely human, and therefore fallible? Or 
ihall we fay that thefe hiftories are nothing more 
than compilations of old traditions, and abridge- 
juentsofold records, made in later times, as they 
appear to every one who reads them without pre- 
pofTeffion, and with attention? Shall we add, that 
whichever of thefe probabilities be true, we may 
believe , confiflently with either , notwithftanding 
the decffion of any divines , who know no more 
than you or I , or any other man , of the order of 
providence, that all thofe parts and paffages of 
the Old teftament, which contain prophecies , or 
matters of law or dodrine, and which were from 
the firft of fuch importance in the defigns of pro- 
vidence to all future generations i and even to the 
whole race of mankind, have been from the firft 
the peculiar care of providence ? Shall we infift 
that fuch particular parts and paffages, which are 
plainly marked out and fufficiently confirmed by 
the fyftem oi the Chriftian revelation , and by the 
completion of the prophecies , have been prefcrved 
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from corruption I by ways impenetrable to us, 
amidft all the changes and chances to which the 
books wherein they are recorded have been expot 
cd ; and that neither original writers , nor later com-: 
pilcrs , have been fufFered to make any elTential altera- 
tions , fuchas would have falfified the law of GoDand[ 
the principles of the JewiQi and Chriftian religions ^ 
in any of thefe divine fundamental truths? Upon 
fuch hypothefes, we may affert without fcruple, 
that the genealogies and hiftories of the Old tefta^ 
ment are in no refped fufficient foundations for a 
chronology from the beginning of time , ii6t £ox 
unlverfal hiftory. But then the lame hypothefes will 
fccure the infallibility of fcripture-authority as far as 
religion is concerned. Faith and reafon may be 
reconciled a little better than they commonly arc ; 
I may deny that the Old teftament is tranfmitted 
to us under all the conditions of an authentic 
hiftory , and yet be at liberty to maintain that the 
palTages in it which eftabliib original fin , which 
feem favorable to the dodlrine of the Trinity, 
which foretel the coming of the Mefliah , and all 
others of fimilar kind , are con>e down to us 
as they weVe originally didlated by the Holy 
Ghost. 

In attributing the whole credibility of the Old 
teftament to the authority of the New, and in 
limiting the authenticity of the Jewifli fcriptures 
to thoffc parts alone that concern law, dodlrine, 
and prophecy , by which their chronology and 
the far greateft part of their hiftory are excluded , 
I will venture to aflure your lordlhip that I d0 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 LE TTER IIL 

not aflurae fo much , as is affumcd in every 
hypochefis that affixes the divine feal of infpira- 
tion to the whole canon; that reds the vrhole 
proof on Jewilh veracity; and that pretends to 
account particularly and pofitivcly for the dcfcent 
of thefe ancient writings in their prefent ftate. 

Another reafon, for which I have infifted the 
rather on the diftindlion fo often mentioned, is 
this. I think we may find very good foundation 
for it even in the Bible: and though this be a point 
very little attended to, and much difguifed, it 
would not be hard to fl)ow, upon great induce- 
ments of probability , that the law and the hiftory 
were far from being blended together as they now 
ftand in the Pentateuch , even from the time of 
MosBS down to that of Esdras. But the principal 
and decifiv^e reafon forfeparating in fuch manner 
the legal, dodlrinal, and prophetical parts, from 
the hiftorical , is the neceflity of having fome rule 
to go by : and , I proteft , I know of none that is 
yet agreed upon. I content myfelf therefore to 
fix my opinion concerning the authority of the 
Old teftament in this manner, and carry it thus 
far only. We muft do fo , or we muft enter into 
that labyrinth of difpute and contradidion , wherein 
even the mod orthodox Jews and Chriftians have 
wandered fo many ages , and ftill wander. It is 
ftrange , but it is true ; not only the Jews differ 
from the Chriftians , but Jews and Chriftians both 
differ among themfelves, concerning almoft every 
point that is neceffary to be certainly known and 
agreed upon, in order to eftablifti the authority of 
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books which both have received already asauthentic 
and {acred. So that whoever takes the pains to read 
what learned men have writ on this fubjedl,*will 
find that they leave the matter as doubtful as they 
took it up. Who were the authors of thefe 
fcriptures , when they were publiflhed , how they 
were compofedand preferved, or renewed, to ufe 
a remarkable expreffion of the famous Huet in 
his Demonftration ; in fine , how they were loft 
during the captivity , and how they were retrieved 
after it, ard all matters of controverfy to this day. 
It would be eafy for me to defcend into a 
greater detail , and to convince your lordfhip of 
what I have been faying in general by an indudion of 
particulars , even without any other help than that 
of a few notes which I took when I applied myfelf 
to this examination , and which now lie before me. 
Butfuch a digreHion would carry me too far: and I 
fear that you will think I have faid already more 
than enough upon this part of my fubjed. I go. 
on therefore to obfervc to your lordfhip, that if 
the hiftory of the Old teftaraent was as exadl and 
authentic , as the ignorance and impudence of 
fome Rabbies have made them affert that it is : if 
we could believe with them that IVIosEs wrote 
cve^y fylJable in the Pentateuch as it now ftands, 
or that all the pfalms were written by David; 
nay: if we could believe, with Philo and JosE- 
PHUs, that MosES wrote the account of his own 
death and fepulture, and made a fort of a funeral 
panegyric on himfelf , as we find them in the laft 
chapter of Deuteronomy ; yet ftill would I venture 
to affert, that he who expeds to find afyftem of 
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chronology, or a thread of hiflory, or fufficienc 
materials for either , in the books of the Old 
teftsmient , expedls to find what the authors of 
thcfe books, whoever they were, never intended* 
They are extradls of genealogies , not genea- 
logies ; extradls of hiftories , not hiftories. The 
Jews themfelves allow their genealogies to be very 
imperfedl , and produce examples of oniiffions and 
errors in them, which denote fufficiently that thefe 
genealogies are extradls, wherein every generation 
in thecourfe of defcent is not mentioned. 1 have read 
fomewhere, perhaps in the works of St. Jerome > 
that this father juftifies the opinion of thofe who 
think it impoffible to fix any certain chronology 
on that of the Bible: and this opinion will be 
juftified ftill better, to the underftanding of every 
man that confiders how grofsly the Jews plunder 
whenever they meddle with chronology ; for this 
plaia reafon , becaufe their fcriptures are imperfedl 
in this refpedl , and becaufe they rely on their 
oral, to redlifyandfupply their written , traditions: 
that is , they rely on traditions compiled long after 
the canon of their fcriptures , but deemed by them 
of equal antiquity and authority. Thus , for 
inftance, Daniel and Simon the juft, according 
to them , were members at the fame time of the 
great fynagogue which began and finilbed the 
canon of the Old teftament , under the prefidency of 
EsDRAS). This EsD HAS was the prophet Malachi. 
Darius the ion ofHYsxASPES was AatAXERXES 
LoNOiMANUs; he was Auasuerus, and he was 
the fame Darius whom Alexander conquered, 

^.' - Thi^ 
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This may ferve as a {ample of Jewifh chronblogy^ 
formed on their fcriptures which afford infufficieni 
lights, and on their traditions which afford faUb 
lights. We are indeed more corred^ and comd 
nearer to the truth in thefe inftances, perhaps id 
feme others, becaufe we make life of pro^in^ 
chronology to help us. But profane chronology is 
idelf fo modern , fo precarious j that this help does 
not reach to the greatefl part of that time td 
which facred chronology extends; that whcfit ii 
jbegins to hdp, it begins to petplex tis too; ind 
finally , that even with this help we jQioald hoi 
liave had fo much as the appearance of a coitipletd 
chronological fyftem j Md the fame may be laid ol 
imiverfal hiftory, if learned men had not proceedeci 
very wifely, on one uniform maxim, from the firll 
ages of Chriftianity, ivhen a cuftom of fandifying 
profane learning, as ^ell as profane rites, l;7hich 
the Jews had impfudentiy laid afide, ttras takeri 
up by the Chrillians. The maxim I mean is this^ 
that profane atitlK>rity be admitted withbuti 
fcruple or doubts whenever it faysj or whenever 
it can be made to fay, if not " totidem verbis ^^ 
yet ^tptidcm fyllabis^ *' Or "tottdem literis" a# 
leaft i or v^henevcr it can be miade by any inters* 
pretation to mean ^ what confirms ^ or fuppiies ixk 
2L eonfiftesiit manner, the holy writ; and that^thiS 
fame authority be reje^ed, when nothing of this^ 
kind can be done, but the coQtradidi<bi.or iMonf 
fiftency reniatins irreconcilable* Such a» liberty at 
this wduld not be allowed in any other cafe^ 
becau£$ it Cuppofei fih^ :ieryl thing that- i» to bc^ 
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|>roved^ Buf^e fee it taken, very properly to ht 
fure, in lavor of facred and infallible vrritings^' 
^faen they are compared with others. 
' In order to perceive vrith the utmoil evidence » 
that the fcope and defign of the author or authors 
of the Pentateuch « and of the other books of the 
Old teftament, anfwer as little the purpofe of 
antiquaries, in hiftory, M in chronology, it will be 
fufBcient briefly to call to mind the fum of what 
they relate » from the creation of the world to the 
^(lablifliment of the Perfian empire. If the antedi- 
luvian world continued one thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty-fix years, and if the vocation of Abraham 
is to be placed four hundred and twenty- fix years 
below the deluge, thefe twenty centuries make 
ilmoft two thirds of the period mentioned: and 
the whole hiflory of them is comprized in eleven 
ibort. chapters of Genefis; which is certainly the 
mod compendious extra<3 that ever was made« If 
Vre examine the contents of thefe^ chapters , do we 
iiad^ny thing like an univerfai hiftory, or fo much 
as an abridgment of it? Adam and Eva were 
^tcated, they broke the commandment of God, 
they were driven out of the garden of Eden , one. 
of their fons killed his brother, but their race foon 
ttuhrplied and peopled the earth. What geography 
Iftbw have we, what hiftofy of this antediluvian 
^orld? Why, none. The fons of GoD, it is fkid, 
by with the daughters of men, and begot giants, 
md'Gob drowned all the inhabitants of the earth, 
«x^pt one family. After this we read that the 
4arth vras repeopled; bu( thde ^hildreh of one 
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hhlly were divided into feveral languages , even 
whiJft tbcy lived together, fpoke the fame hm* 
giiage , and were employed in the fame work« 
Out of one of the countries into which they diff 
perfed themfelves , Cbaldea , God called Abraham 
feme time afterwards , with magnificent promifes^ 
and condudled him to a country called Chanaaoi 
Did this author , my lord , intend an univerfal 
biftory ? Certainly not. The tenth chapter of 
Genefis names indeed fome of the generations 
defcending from the fens of Noah , fome of thef 
cities fouaded , and fome of the countries planted 
by them. But what are bare names ^ naked of 
circumftances , without defcriptions of countries^ 
or relations of events ? They furnifh matter only 
for guefs and difpuce; and even the familitude of. 
them', which is often ufed as a clue to lead us tg 
the difcovery of hiftoxical truth , has notorioufly 
contributed to propagate error , and to increafe 
the perplexity of ancient tradition. Thefe imperfedt 
and dark accounts have not furniibed matter fo^ 
guefs and difpute alone ; but a much worfe ufo 
has been made of them by Jewilh rabbies , Chriftia» 
fathers, and [Vlahometan dodors, in their profane 
CKtenGons of this part of tb© Mofaic hiftory. Thf 
creation of the iirft man is defcribed by fome , af 
if, Preadamites, they had affiftedat it. They talk., 
>of bis beauty as if thty had feen him^ of his 
gigantic fixe as if they had meafured him, and of 
his prodigious knowledge as if they had converfed[ 
with him. They point out the very fpot yfhtTfs 
.Hve laid her head ;the firft time be enjoyed hqr^ 
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They have minutes of the whole converfation 
between thh mother of mankind » who damned 
her children before (he bore them, and theferpcnt.* 
Some are pofitivc that Cain quarelled with Abel 
about a point of dodrine , and others affirm that 
the difpute arofe about a girl. A great deal of 
fuch ftuff may be eafi'y colledled about Enoch, 
about Noah, and about the fons of Noah; buti 
wave any farther mention of fuch impertinencies 
a$BoNZ£S orTALAPOiNS, would almoft blufl) to 
^late. Upon the whole matter , if we may guefs 
at the defign of an author, by the contents of 
his book , the defign of MosES , or of the author 
ef the hiftory afcribed to him, in this part of it, 
was to inform the people of Ifrael of their defcent 
from Noah by Sem , and of Noah's from Adam 
by Seth ; to illuftrate their original ; to edablifb 
their claim to the land of Chanaan , and to juftify 
^11 the cruelties committed by Joshua in the 
eonqueft of the Chanaanites , in whom , fay9 
Bochart , "the prophecy of Noah wascorarpJetedt 
• when they were fubdued by the Ifraclitcs , who 
« bad been fo long flave3 to the Egyptians." 

Allo^ mc -to make, as I go along, a fhott 
rcfledion or two on this prophecy , and the 
completion of it, as they (land recorded in the 
Pentateuch, out of many that might be made. 
The terms of the prophecy then are not very 
clear: and the curfe pronounced in it contradids 
all our notions of order and of }u(Vice. One i$ 
tempted to think, that the patriarch was ftill 
drunk ; and that no man in his fenfes could hold 
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fuch language, or pafs fuch a fentence. Certain it 
is, that no writer but a Jew could impute to the 
ceconomy of divine prpvidence the accomplilb- 
ment of fuch a predidion , nor make the Supreme 
Being the executor of fuch a curfe. 

Ham dione offended, Chanaak was innocent; 
for the Hebrew and other dodors who would 
make the fon an accomplice with his father, affirm 
npt only Virithout , but againft , the exprefs author- 
itij( of the text. Chanaan was however alonp 
curfcd : and he became , according to his grand- 
father's prophecy , " a fervant of fcrvants , " that 
is, the vileft and worft of flaves (for 1 take thefc 
words in a fenfe , if not the mod natural , the 
mod favorable to the prophecy , and the leaft 
^bfurd) to S£M, though not to Japhet, when the 
Ifraelites conquered Paleftine ; to one of his uncles, 
not to his brethren. Will it be faid — it has beea 
faid — that where we read Chanaan , we are 
to underftand Ham , whofe brethren SfM and 
Japhet were. At this rate, we fliall never know 
what we read : as thefe critics never care what 
th&y fay. Will it be faid -— this has been iaid 
too — that Ham was pqnifbed in his pofterity, 
when Chanaan was curfed , and his defcendants 
were exterminated. But who docs not fee that 
the curfe , and the punilbment , in this cafe , felt 
on Chanaan and his pofterity, exclufivcly of the 
reft of the "pofterity of Ham ; and were therefoce 
the curfe and punifliment of the foa,*not of the 
father, properly? The defcendants of Mbsraim, 
another of his fons , were the Egyptians : and thc|r 
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were fo far from being fervants of fcrvants to 
Iheir coufins the Semites, that thefe were fcr van ts 
of fervanti to them , during more than fourfcore 
years. Why the poftcrity of Chanaan was to be 
deemed an accurfcd race, it is ealy to account; 
and I have mentioned it juft now. But it is not 
to eaiy to acpount, why the poftcrity of the 
xighteous Skm » that great example of fiUal 
reverence , became flaves to another branch of 
the family of Ham. 

It would not be worth while to lengthen this 
tedious letter, by fctting down any mdre of the 
fcontents of the hiftory of the bible. Your Jordfliij* 
may pleafe to call the fubftance of it to your 
xnind ; and yojur native candor and love of truth 
Svili oblige you then to confcfs, that thefe facred 
books rdo hot aim , in any part of them , at any 
thing like univerfal chronology and hiftory. They 
contain a very imperfed account of the Ifraelite^ 
th^mfelves ; of their fettlement in the land of proi- 
inife, of which , by the way , they never hadi 
entire , and fcarce ever peaceable pofTeflion ; of 
their divifiqns , apoftafies , repentances , relapfes , 
triumphs, and defeats under the occafional govern*- 
Iroent of their judges , and under that of then: 
Icings; of the Galilean and Samaritan captivities V 
into which they were carried by the kings of 
Aflyria, and of that Nvhich was brought on the 
remnant of this people when the kingdom of Judah 
Vras deftroyed by thofe princes who governed thfe 
empire founded pn the union of Niniveh and Baby^- 
Ion* , Tbefe things art all related ^ your lordihi^ 
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4cD0w$, in a very fummary and confbfcd manner: 
^nd we learn fo little of other jpations by thef^ 
accounts, that if we did not borrow fotne Kgbt 
from the traditions of other nations, we (houI4 
Xcarce underdand them. One particular obfervai^ 
.tion, and but one, I will make, to fliow what 
knowledge in the hiflory of mankind, and in .the 
xompuution of time, may be expeded from thefi^ 
hooks. The Affyrians were their neighbours, 
powerful neighbours, with whom they had muck 
and long to do. Of this empire, therefore, if of 
any thing, we might hope to find fome iatisfiacr 
dtory account. What do we find ? The icriptur^ 
takes no notice of any AfTyrian kingdom , till juft 
t>efore the time when profane biftory makes 
,that empire to end. Then we hear of Fhul , of 
Teglath^Phalasser t^ho was perhaps the fame 
|»erron,and of Salj^J^ssbr, who took Samariai 
in the twelfth of the aera of Nabonasseh, that is^ 
twelve years after the A0yrian empire was no 
inore. SenacmerI; fucceeds to him , and AssEio* 
KADOOK to Semacherib. What ihall we lay to 
this apparent contrariety ? If the filence of the 
bible creates a flrong prefumption againft the firft, 
may not the filence of profane authority create 
fome againd the fecond AfTyrian Monarchs? The 
pains that are takeh to perfuade , that there is 
room enough between Sardanapalus and Cyrus 
for the fecond, will not refolve the difficulty. 
Something much more plaufible may be faid , but 
even this will be hypothetical , and liable to great 
contradidion. So that upon the whole matter, 
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the fcripturcs arc fo far from giving ns ligfct intb 
general biftory, that they increafe the obfcurity 
leven of tbofc parts to which they have the nearef^ 
jrelation. Wc have therefore neither in profane 
nor in facred authors fuch authentic, clear, diftindl, 
and full accounts of the originals of ancient nations, 
^nd of the great events of thofe ages that are com- 
fnonly called the firft ages , as deferve to go by 
the name of hiftory , or as afford fufficient materials 
for chronology and hiftory. 

T might now proceed, to obfervc to your 
lordfliip how this has happened , not only by the 
fieceflary confequences of human nature, and the 
ordinary coiirfe of human a&irs, but by the po- 
licy, artifice, corruption', and folly of mankind* But 
idiis would be to heap digreffion upon digreflion, 
^nd to prefume too mucl^on your patience. I fhall 
iherefbre content myfelf To ^pply thefe refledion^ 
on the ftate of ancient hiftory to the ftudy of 
fiiftory*, and to the method to be ohferved in it; 
fis foon as your Iprdflbip has refted yourfelf a litde 
fkfter reading, and I after writing ib kmg^ letter^ 
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I« Thzd; there is in hiftory fufficient authenticity 
to render it ufeful, noc^witfaftanding all objedions 
to the contrary. 

n. Of the method and due reftridions to be ob* 
fervcd in the ftudy of it. 

Whether the letter I now begin to write 
will be long or {hort, I know not: but I find my 
tntmory h refreihed, my imagination warmed, and 
matter flows in fo faft upon me, that I have not 
time to prefs it clofe. Since therefore you have 
provoked me to write, you muft be content to 
lake what follows. 

I have obferved already that we are apt natu* 
rally to apply to ourfelves what has happened to 
other men , and that examples take their force 
from hence; as well thofe wha^h hiftory. as thofe 
which experience, offers to our r^fleAion. What 
we do not believe to have happened therefore,- 
we fliall notthu!^ ^PP^y ' ^"^ ^^^ ^^"^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
application , fuch exampfes will ftot have the fame 
c<Fe<a. Ancient hiftoty, fu<sli 4iftci«ftt hiftoiy as r 
bave defcribed , is f^^itt VifAt therefore in this 
rcfpedl to aofwer the ends that tvefy reafonable 
man flionld prQ])0!fe to Jhii^elf an this Audys ht-i 
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caufe fuch ancient hiftoiy will never gain fufBcjent 
credit witli any reafonable man. A tale well told, 
or a comedy or a tragedy well wrought up , may 
have a momentary effed upon the mind , by 
heating the imagination , furprifing the judgment, 
and affcdling ftrongly the paffions. The Athenians 
are {aid to have been tranfported into a kinct ot 
tnartial phrenzy by the rcprefentation of a tragedy 
of ^scHYtys, and to have marched under this 
.influence from the theatre to the plains of Ma.** 
IRATHON. Thefe momentary impreffions might be 
managed, for aught 1 know, in fuch a manner as 
to contribute a little , by frequent repetitions of 
them 9 towards maintaining a kind of habitual 
contempt of folly, deteftation of vice, and ad^ 
hiiration of virtue in well-poliped common-wealths. 
But then the& impreflions cannot be made, nor 
tliis little effed be wrought, unleis the fables bear 
an appearance of truth. Wbtn they bear this ap* 
pearance, reafon connives at the innocent fraud 
of imagination; reafon difpenfes^ in £ivor of pro* 
bability , with thofe Arid rules of criticifm that 
ihe has eftabliflicd to try the truth of fad : but, 
after all, (be receives thefe fables as fables; and 
as fuch only (he permits imagination to make the 
moft of them. If they pretended to be hiftoryi 
they would be foon fubjeded to another and 
more fevere examination. What may have hap- 
pened , is the matter of an ingenious £stble : what 
has happened 9 is chat of an authentic hiftory : the 
imprefljons which one or the other makes are in 
proportipcu Whea imagiaation grows lawlels and 
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y^ildy k-amble^ out of the precindb of nature ^ and 
tells of heroes and giants , fairies and enchanters , 
of events and of phenoniena repugnant to uni- 
Verfal experience, to.ourclcareft and moft diftinA 
ideas , and to all the known laws of nature, reafon 
does not connive a moment ; but, far from re-^ 
ceiving fuch narrations as hidorical , (be rejeds 
them as unworthy to be placed even among the 
fabulous^ Such narrations therefore cannot make 
the ^flightefl: momentary impreffions on a mind 
fraught with knowledge, and void of fuperftition« 
Impofed by authority, and affifled by artifice, 
the delufiOn hardly prevails over common fenfe; 
blind ignorance almoft fees , and rafh fuperftitioH 
hefitates : nothing lefs than enthufiafm and phrenzy 
can give credit to fuch hiftories , or apply fucb 
examples. Don Qu i x T £ believed ; but ^vcn 
Sancho dqubted. 

What I have faid will not b^ much contro* 
Verted by any i?ian who has read Amadis of Gatili 
or has examined our ancient traditions without 
jprepofTeffion. The truth is ^ the principal difference 
between them fcems to be this. In Amadis of 
tjaul, we have a thread of abfurdities that arc 
invented without any regard to probability , and 
that lay no claim to belief : ancient traditiotis are 
a heap of fables, under which fome particular 
truths, infcrutable^ and therefore ufelefs to man- 
kind, may lie concealed; which have ajuft»pre-* 
tence to nothing more, and yet impofe themfelvcs 
upon us, and becopie, under the venerable name of 
ancient hiftoryy the foundations of modern fabiesy 
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the irktcrials with which fo many fyftcras of fancy 
have been ercded. 

But now , as men are apt to carry their judge* 
ments into extremes , there are fome that will be 
ready to infift that all hiftory is fabulous , ami 
that the very bed is nothing better than a pro- 
bable tale, artfully contrived, and plaufibly told, 
wherein truth and falQiood are indiftingui(hably 
blended together. All the indances, and all the 
Common-place arguments , that Batle and others 
have employed to eftabliOi this fort of Pyrrhonifm, 
will be quoted : arid from thence it will be con- 
cluded , that if the pretended hidories of the firfl; 
ages , and of the originals of nations , be too im- 
probable and too ill -vouched to procure any 
degree of belief, thofe hidories that^have been 
writ later, that cany a greater air of probability, 
and that boad even contemporary wthority, are 
at lead infufficient to gain that degree of firm 
belief, which is neceffary to render the dudy of 
them ufeful to mankind. But here that happens 
which often happens; the premifes are true, and 
the conclufion is falfe; becaufe a general axiom is 
edabliflied precarioufty on a certain number of 
partial obfervations. This matter is of confequencc; 
for it tends to afcertain the degrees of aflent that 
we may give tb hidory. 

I agree then that hidory has been purpofelj^ 
and fydcmatically falfiHed in all ages , and that 
partiality and prejudice have occafioned both 
voUmtary and involuntary errors even in the bed. 
Let me Uy without o£fence , my lord , lince I 
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tnzy fay it with truth and am able to prove it« 
that ecclefiaftical authority has led the way to this 
corruption in all ages, and all religions. How 
iDonflrous were the abfurdittes that the priefthood 
impofed on the ignorance and fuperftition of maflk 
kind in the Pagan world , concerning the ort» 
ginals of religions and governments , their inftitu^ 
tions and rites, dieir laws and cuftoms? What 
opportunities had they for fuch impofitions , wbilft 
the keeping the records and colliding the traditions 
was in fo naany nations the peculiar office of this 
order of men ? A cuftom highly extolled by 
JosKPHUs, but plainly liable to the grofieft frauds, 
and even a temptation to them. If the foundations of 
Judaifm and Chridianity have been laid in truth , 
yet what numberlefs fables have been invented to 
raife, toembellifli, and to fuppprt thefe llrudures, 
accordiug to the intereft :lnd tafte of the feveral 
archite&s ? That the Jews have been guilty of this 
will be allowed : and, to the 0iame of Chriftians , if 
pot of Chriftianity, the fathers of one church have 
90 right to throw the firfl ftone at the fathers of 
the other. Deliberate fyftematical lying has been 
pradifed and encouraged from age to age ; and 
among all the pious frauds that have been enx 
ployed to maintain a reverence and 2eal for their 
religion in the minds of men , this abofe of bifloty 
bas been one of the principal and moft fuccefsfuh 
^n evident and experimental proofs by the way, 
ofwhsj: l.h^v.e iafifled upon fo much, the aptitude 
and natural tendency of hiftory to form our opi- 
nions, and to fettle our habits. This tighteou$ 
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expedient was in fo much ufe and repute in ^e 
Greek church, that one Metaphrastus wrote a 
treatife on the art of compofmg holy romances r 
the &dl, if I remember right, is cited by Baillet 
in his book of the lives of the faints. He and 
other learned men of the Roman church have 
thought it of fervice to their caufe , fmce the 
refurredion of letters , to dttt& fome impoftures ^ 
and tp depofc;, ov to unniche, according to the 
French expreffion ^ now and then a reputed faintt 
but they feem in doing this to mean po more 
than a fort of compofition : they give tip fome 
fables that they may defend others with greater 
advanuge, and they make truths ferve as a 
flalking-horfe to error. The fame fpirit , that 
|>revailed in the Eaftern church , prevailed in the 
Weftem , and prevails ftill. . A ftrong proof of it 
^appeared lately in the country where I am. A fud- 
den fury of devotion feized the people of Paris for a 
litde prieft '^y undiftinguiflied during his life, and 
clubbed a faint by the Janfenifls pftcr bis death* 
Had the firft miniiVer been a Janfenift, the faint bad 
been a faint dill. All France h^d l^ept his feftival : 
and, fince there are thoufands'^f eye- witneffei 
ready to atteft the truth of all the miracles fu{^ 
pofed to have been wrought at his tomb^ 
notwithftanding the difcouragement which thefe 
aealots have met with from the government; we 
snay aflure ourfelves , that thefe filly impofturef 
would have .been tranfmitted in all the folemi^ 

r Xhc abbi P4ri». . . 
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pomp of hiftoiyt from the knaves of this agt to 
the fools of the next. 

This lying fpirit has gone forth from the ecclefi* 
aftical to other hiftoiians: and I might fill many 
pages vrith inftances of extravagant fobles that 
have been invented in feveral nations , to celebrate 
their antiquity, to ennoble their originals, and to 
make them appear illuftrions in the arts of peace 
ami the triumphs of Avan When the brain i« 
vrell heated, and devotion or vanity, the fem^ 
blance of virtue or real vice, and, above all, difputee 
and contefts , have infpired that complication of 
paffions vrt term zeal, the efieds are much the 
fame, and hiftory becomes very of^n a Jyin^ 
panegyric or a lying latire; for different nations / 
or different parties in the fame nation , belie ontt 
another without any refpeS for truth, as they 
murder one another without any regard to right 
-or fenfe of humanity. Religious zeal may boaft 
this horrid advantage over civil aeal, that the 
effe(5b of it have been more languinary, and the 
malice more unrelenting. In another refped they 
are more alike, and keep a n^rer proportion: 
different religions have not been quite fo barbarous 
to one another as feds of the lame religion ; and^ 
in like manner, nation has had better quarter from 
nation , than party from party. But , in all thefe 
controverfies , men have puflied their rage beyond 
their own and their adverfaries lives : they have 
endeavoured to intereft pofterity in their quarrels^ 
and by rendering hiftory fubfervient to this 
wicked purpoie, they have doxm iheir mmoft to 
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pctpetaut Ccandal, and to immortalize tbeit ani 
inofity. The Heathen taxed the Jews even with 
idolatry;, the JeWs joined with the Heathen tc^ 
fender Chriftianity odious : but the church who 
l^eat them at their own weapons during thefe 
«onttfts , has had this further triumph over tbem^ 
as vtfil as over the feveral feds that have arifea 
within her own pale: the works of thofe who 
bave writ againft her have been deftroyed ; tfid*^ 
whatever ifae advanced , to juftify herfelf and to 
defame her adveriaries, is |>referved in her annals^ 
And the writings x>f hen dodors. 

The charge of corrupting hiilory, in the eaiife 
ef rdfgion, has-been always cdmncutted to the 
inoft famous champions, and greatcft faints o| 
'^ch church; and, if I was not more afraid ol 
iiringy^ than of fcandaltzing your lordOiip , t could 
^uote to you examples of modern churchdien who 
have endeavoured to juftify foul language by the 
JJew teftament , and cruelty by the Old : nay < 
what is.exccrabk bsyond imagination, and what 
ilrikes horror into cvei-y mind that entertains due 
fentiments of theitipreme Being, God himfeif ha» 
been cited for rallying and infulting Adam after 
bis f^H. In other cafes < this charge belongs to the 
^dap^ of every nation , and the tools of everjr 
]iarty. What aecufations of idolatry and fuperfti- 
tion have not beon brought^ 'and aggravated 
)gd0ft the Mahometans? Thofe wretched Chrif- 
^ians who returned from thofe wars, fo im^ 
properly called the holy wars , rumored thefc 
ikofies. about, the W(^r and you may find, m 

* fome 
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fomeof the old chroniclers and romance-writers, a$ 
well as poets, the Saracens called Paynims ; though 
furely they were much further off from any fufpi- 
cion of Polytheifra, than thofe who called them 
by that name. When Mahomet the fecond took 
Conftabtinople in the fifteenth .century, the Ma- 
hometans began to be a little better, and but a 
little better known , than they had been before , 
'to thefe parts of the world. But their religion , as 
well as their cuftoms and manners , was ftrangely 
mifrcprefented by the Greek refugees that fled 
from the Turks : and the terror and hatred which 
this people had infpired by the rapidity of their 
conquefts, and by their ferocity, made all thefe 
mifreprefentations uhiverfally pafs for truths. Many 
fuch inlfainces may be coUedled from Maraccio*s 
refutation of the koran; and Relandus has pub- 
lifhed a very valuable treatife on purpofe to refute 
thefe calumnies, and to juftify the Mahometans.. 
Does not this example incline your lordfhip to 
think , ' that the Heathens , and the Arians , and 
other heretics , would not appear quite fo abfurd 
in their opinions, nor fo, abominable in their prac- 
tice, as the orthodox Chriftians have reprefented 
them; if fome Relandus dould arife, yrith the 
materials neceffary to their juftification in his hands?* 
He whorefleds on the circumftances that attended 
letters, from the time when Constantine , in* 
flead of uniting the charadlers of emperor and fo- 
vereign pontiff in himfelf , when he became Chrif- 
tian, as they were united in him and all the other 
emperorsin the 'Pagan fyftem of government , g^ve 
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id mocli independent wealth and power to the 
<dcrgy , and the means of acquiring fo much more: 
fae who carries thefe refledions on through all the 
latter empire , and through thofe ages of igno- 
Mnce and fuperftiuon, wherein it was hard to fay 
which was greateft, the tyranny of the clergy, or 
the fervility of the laity: he who confiders the 
extreme feverity, for inftance, of the laws made 
by THEODOSIU5 in order to ftifle every writing* 
that the orthodox clergy , that is , the clergy then 
in fafhion, difliked; or the charadter and influence 
<>f fuch a priefl; as Gregory called the great » who 
proclaimed war to all heathen learning in order to 
|)fpraote Chriftian verity; and flattered Brune^ 
l^AULT, and abetted Phocas : he who confiders 
^1 thefe things, I fay, will not be at a lofs to 
find the reafons , why hiftory , both that which 
vas writ before , and a great part , of that which 
has been writ fince the Chriftian sera , is come to 
US fo iraperfed and fo corrupt. 

When the imperfedion is due to a total want 
<>f memorials , either becaufe none were originally 
written , or becaufe they have been loft by dc«. 
yaftations.of countries , extirpations of people, and 
<K:her accidents in a long courfe of time; or be« 
caufe zeal, malice, and policy have joined their 
Endeavours to deftroy them purpofely ; we muft 
be content to remain in our ignorance, and there 
is no great harm in that. Secure from being de« 
ceived , I can fubmit to be uninformed. But whea 
there is not a total want of memorials , when fomc 
b^ve b^en loft or deftroyed , and others haVe been 
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preferved and propagated , then we are in danger 
of being deceived: and therefore he muftbe very 
implicit indeed who receives for true the hiftory 
of any religion or nation , and much more that of 
any feci or party , without having the means of 
confronting it with fomc other hiftory. A rea- 
fonable man will not be thus implicit. He will 
not eftablifb the truth of hiftory on fingle , but on 
concurrent teftimony. If there be none fuch, he 
will doubt abfolutely : if there be a little fuch, he 
will proportion his affcnt or xliffent accordingly. 
A fmall gleam of light, borrowed from foreign 
anecdotes , ferves often to difcover a whole fyftem 
of falfliood: and e^en they who corrupt hiftory 
fl^equently betray themfelves by their ignorance or 
inadvertency. Examples, whereof I could eafily 
produce. Upon the whole matter, in all thefe cafes 
we cannot be deceived effentially , unlefs we pleafe : 
and therefore there is no reafon to eftablifli Pyr*- 
rhonifm, that we may avoid the ridicule of credulity. 
In all other cafes , there is lefs reafon ftill to do 
fo ; for whep hiftories and hiftorical memorials 
abound', even thofe that are falfe ferve.to the 
difcpvery of the truth. Infpired by diffe^nt^affions, 
and contrived for oppofite purpofes, they CQutradid; 
and, contradiaing, they convid one another. Cri- 
ticifm feparates the ore f rpm the drojTs , ^nd exfjrad^ 
from variops authors aferies of true hiftpry, v^hich 
could not have been found entire in any pnt qi 
them, and will command our Afleac, whe^ it is 
formed with judgment, ai^d reprefented withcandc^. 
If this m^yjb^ ^one, as ;t h#i3 beeA dpue igfxiAtif^^ 9 
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•with tbe help of authors who writ on purpofe to 
cfcceive; how much more cafily , and more cffedlu- 
aily may it be done, with the help of thofe who 
paid a greater regard to truth ? In a multitude of 
writers there will be always fome, either incapable 
of grofs prevarication from the fear of being dif- 
covcred, and of acquiring infamy whilft they feek 
for fame; or elfe attached to truth upon a nobler 
and furer principle. It is. certain that thefe, even 
. the laft of them , are fallible. ' Bribed by fome 
paflion or other, the former may venture now 
and then to propngate a falfliood, or to difguife 
a truth; like the painter that drgw in profile, as 
LuciAN fays, the pidlure of a prince that had 
•but one eye. Montagne objeds to the memorials 
of Du Bellay, that though Ihe grofs of the fads be 
truly related , yet thcfe authors turned every thing 
they mentioned to the advantage of their mafter, 
and mentioned nothing which could not be fo 
turned. The old fellow's words are worth quot- 
ing, — ^ Dc contourner le jugement des evene- 
^^ mens fouyent contre raifon a notre avantage, 
^ et d'obmettre tout ce qu'il y a de chatouilleux 
•*• en lii^viAle leur maiftrc, ils en font meftier. '* 
Thefe, and fuch as thefe, deviate occafionally and 
voluntarily from truth; but even' they who are 
attached to it the moft religioufly may Aide fome- 
tiiiies mto involuntary error. In matters ofhiftoiy 
we prefer very juftly cotemporary authority; and 
yet cotemporary authors are the moft liable to 6c 
wafped from the fti ait rule of truth, in writing 
on fubjeds which have affeded .them .ftrougly , 
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" et quorum pars magna fuerunt. " I am fo per- 
fuaded of this from what I have felt in myfelf , and 
obferved in others, that if life and health enough 
fall to my (hare , and 1 am able td finilh what I medi- 
tate, a kind of hiftory, from the late Oueca's ac- 
ceffion to the throne, to the peace of Utrecht, there 
will be no materials that I {hall examine more 
fcrupuloully and feverely, than thofe of the time 
when the events to be fpoken of were in tranf- 
adlion. But though the writer* of thefe two forts , 
both of whom pay as much regard to truth as 
the various infirmities of our nature admit, ^re 
fallible . yet this fallibility will not be fufficient to 
give color to Pyrrhonifm. Where their fmcerity 
as to fa(ft is doubtful, we ftrike out truth by the 
confrontation of different accounts: as we ftrike 
out fparks of fire by the cqllifion of flints and 
fteel. Where their judgments are fufpicious of 
partiality, we may judge for ourfelves; or adopt 
their judgments , after weighing them with certaia 
grains of allowance. A. little natural fagacity will 
proportion thefe grains according to the particular 
circumftances of the authors , or their general cha. 
raders ; for even thefe influence. Thus Montagnb 
pretends, but he exaggerates a litde that Gurc- 
CIARDIN no where afcribes any one adion to a 
virtuous, but every one to a vicious principle. 
Something like this has been reproached to Taci- 
yus; and, notwithftandingall the fprightly, looCe 
obfervations of Montagne in one of his effays , 
where he labors to prove the contrary, read 
Fif^TA&CH's comparifons in what language you 
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j5leafe, I am of Booin/s mind, you will perceive 
that they were made by a Greek. In fliort, my 
lord, the favorable opportunities of corrupting 
hiftory have been often interrupted, and are no^v 
over in fo many countries, that truth penetrates 
even into thofe v^here lying continues Hill to be 
part of the policy ecclefiaftical and civil ; or where, 
to fay the beft we can fay, truth is never fufFcred 
to appear, till (he has pafled through hands, out 
of which fhe feldom returns entire and undefiled. 
But it is time I fhould conclude this head» 
under which I have touched fome of thofe rcafons 
that Ihow the folly of endeavouring to eftabliffi 
liniverfal Pyrrhonifm in matters of hiftory, becaufe 
there arc few hiftories without fome lies, and none 
without fome miftakes; arid that prove the body 
of hiftory which we poffefs , fmce ancient me- 
moHals have been fo critically examined, and 
modern memorials have been, fo multiplied , to 
corttaih iti it fuch a probable feries of even^ts, 
cafily diftin^ifhed from the improbable , as force 
the affent of every mah who is in his.fenfes, and 
are therefore fufficient to anfwer all the purpofes 
t)f the ftudy of hiftory. I might have appealed 
perhaps, >Vithout etitering into the argument at 
yi, td any irian of candor, whether his doubts 
cbticerning the truth t)I hiftory have hindered him 
fr6tti applying the Examples he has met with in it, 
and from judging of the Jjrefent, and fometimcs 
of th6 future, by iht paft? \vhether he has not 
been touched with revfcrehce artd admiration, al; 
the virtue and wifdorii bi fome riieh , and of fome 
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ages ; and whether he has not felt indignatioii and 
contempt for others ? whether Ep/tMi N.ONO AS, or 
Phociok, forinftanee, theDECii, or theSeiPiOs^ 
have not raifed in bis mincl a flame ef public* 
fpirit, and private virtue ? and whether he has hot 
fhuddered witb horror at the proferiptions of 
Marius and Sylla, at the treachery of Theo- 
DOTUS and Achillas , and at the confumfihate 
crueky of an infant king? '^Qurs non contra Marti 
^ arma, & contra Syllae profcriptibncm concitati<r? 
^ Quis non THEODaxo, & Achilla, & ipfl 
^' puero, non puerile aufo facinus, infeftus eft?" 
If all this be a digreffion therefore, your lordfliij:^ 
VriJl be fo good as to excufe it. 

IL What has been faid concerning the mritltipli- 
city of hiftorics , and of hiftorical raemoriatd 
wherewith our libraries abound fmce the refurrec^ 
tion of letters happened , and the art of printing 
began , puts nae in mind of another general rule ^ 
that ought to be obferved by every man who 
intends to make a real improvement , and to 
become wifer as well as better, by tht ftody oE 
hiftory. I bin ted at this rule in a former letter^ 
Mrbere I faid that we (hould neither grope in tht 
dark , nor wander in rfie light. Hiftory rtijft* have 
a certain degree of probability, and authenticity^ 
or the examples we find in it will not carry a 
force fufficient to make due impreffions ott cmt 
minds , nor to illuftrate nor to ftrengthen the 
precepts of philofophy and the rules of good 
policy. But befides , when hiftories have thi* 
necelTary authenticity And probability , thete i» 
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ijbuch difcernmcnt to be employed in\the choice, 
and . the ufe we make of them. Some are to be. 
read, fome are to be fludied ; . and fome may be 
•negledled entirely, hot only without detriment , 
but with advantage, Soro^ are the proper objedls 
of one man's curiofity > fome of another's , and 
fome of all men's , but all hiftory is not an object 
of curiofity for any man. He who improperly^ 
wantonly, and abfurdly makes it fo, indulges a 
fort of canine appetite : the curiofity of one , like 
the hunger of the other, devours ravenoufly and- 
without diftindlion whatever falls in it's way, but 
neither of them digefts. They heap crudity upon 
crudityfc, and nourifli and improve nothing but 
their diftemper. Some fuch . cbaradlers I have 
known, though it is not the mod common extreme 
into which men are apt to fall. One of theni 
I knew in this country. He joined, to a more than 
athletic ftrength of body , a prodigious memory ; 
and to both a prodigious induftry, . He had read 
almoft copftantly twelve or fourteen hours a day, 
for . five- and- twenty or thirty years ; and had 
heaped together as much iearning as could be 
crowded into a head. In the courfe of my 
acquaintance with him, I confulted him once or 
t;wice> not oftener ; for I found this mafs of learn- 
ing of as little ufe to me as to the owner^ The 
man was communicative enough ; but nothing was^ 
diftind in his mind. How could it be otherwife? 
he had never fpared time to think , all was 
employed in reading. His reafon had not the merit 
of common mechanifm. When you prefs a watch 
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of pull a, clock ; they anfwer your queftion with 
precifion ; for they repeat exadly the hour of the 
day, and tell you neither more nor lefs than you 
dcGre to know. But when you alked this man a 
qut:ftioi, he .overwhelmed you by pouring forth 
All that the fcveral terms or words of your queftion, 
recalled to his memory : and if he omitted any* 
thing, it was that very thing to which the fenfe 
of the whole queftion fliould have led him and 
confined him. To afk him a queftion, was to wind 
up a fpring in his memory , that rattled on with 
vaft rapidity, anti confufed noife, till the force 
of it was fpcnt: and you went away with all the 
noife in your ears, ftunned and un- informed. I 
never left him that I was not ready to fay to him , 
^* Dieu vous faiTe la grace de devenir moins fa- 
^^ vant! " a wifli that La Mothe le Vayer 
mentions upon fome occafion or other, and that 
be would have done well to have applied to 
hinifelf upon many. 

He who reads with difcernment and choice, will 
acquire lefs learning, but more knowledge : and as 
this knowledge is colleded with defign , and cul- 
tivated with art and method, it will be at all- 
times of immediate and ready ufe to himfelf and 
others , • 

Thns nfeful arms in magazines, we place , 

All rang*d in orders and difpos*d with grace: > 

Nor thns alone the curious eye to pleafe , 

But to be found , when need requires, with eafe: 



Digitized by 



Google 



9a L E T T E R IV. 

You remember the verfes , my lord, in our friend's 
Effay on Criticifm , ^hich was the work of his 
childhood almofl ; but is fuch a monument of good 
fcnfc and poetry as no other, that 1 know, has 
raifed in his riper years. 

He who reads without this difcernment and 
choice , and , like Bodin's pupil , refolyes to read 
all, will not have time, no, nor capacity neither, 
to do any thing eJfe. He will not be able to thinks 
without which it is impertinent to read; n'or to 
aft, without which it is impertinent to think. He 
will affemble materials with mucfh pains , and pur- 
chafe them at much expenfe, and have neither 
leifure nor {kill to frame them into proper fcant* 
lings, or to prepare them for ufe. To what purpofe 
ihould he hufband his time, or learn architedure ? 
he has no defign to build. But then to what 
purpofe all thefe quarries of ftone , all thefe 
mountains of fand and lime, all thefe forefls of oak 
and deal ? " Magno impendio temporum , magna 
** alienarum aurium moleftia, laudatio htec conftat, 
^ O hominem literatum ! Simus hoc titulo rufticiore 
^* contenti, O virum bonum ! " We may add, 
and Seneca, might have added in his own (lyle, 
and according to the manners and charaders of 
his own age , anothef title as ruftic , and as little 
in fafbion , " O virum fapientia fua fimplicem , & 
" fimplicitate fua fapientem ! O virum utilem fibi, 
^* fuis, reipubicae, & huraario generi!" I have 
faid perhaps already, but no matter, it cannot 
be repeated too often , that the drift of all philofo- 
phy, ahd of all political fpeculations , ought to be 
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the making us better men, and better citizens. 
Thofc ftudies, which have no intention towards 
improving our moral charaifters, have no pretence 
to be ftylcd philofophical. " Quis eft enim , " fays 
TULLY in his Offices, " qui nullis officii prseceptis 
^ tradendis, phiiofophum fe audeat dicere?" What- 
ever political fpeculations , inftead of preparing us 
to be ufeful to fociety and to promote the happi* 
ncfs of mankind, are only fyftems for gratifying 
private ambition , and promoting private interefts 
at the public expcnfe ; all fuch , I fay , deferve to 
be biirnt , and the authors of them to ftsorvc , like 
Machiaybl, in a jail. 
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r^ ptzt ufe of hiftory , properly fo called , 
u^ st :Vingui(hed from the writings of mere 
^.rj^iVs and antiquaiics. 

m <v.tek and Roman hiftorian?. 

mm Some idea of a complete hiftory. 

|f Further cautions to be obferved in this ftudy, 
jnd the regulation of it according to the 
different profeffions, and fituations of men : 
above all, the ufe to be made of it ( i ) by- 
divines, and (2) by thofe who are called to 
the fervice of their country. 



i REMEMBER my laftletter ended adruptly, and 
a long interval has fince paffed: fo that the thread 
I had then,fpun has flipt from me. I will try to 
recover it, and to purfue the taOc your lordftiip 
has obliged me to continue. Befides the pleafure 
of obeying your orders, it is likewife of fome 
ad\antage to myfelf, to recolledl my thoughts, 
nnd refume a ftudy in which I was converfant form- 
erly. For nothing can be more true than that fay- 
ing of SoLON reported by Plato, though cenfured 
by him, impertinently enough in one of his wild 
books of laws — *' Affidue addifcens, ^d fenium 
*"* venio. " The truth is, the nioii knowing man 
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-in the courfe of the longeft life , will have always 

: much to learn, and the wifeft and beft much to 
improve. This rule will* hold in the knowledge 
and improvement to be acquired by the ftudy of 
hiftory : and thereforje even he who has gone to 
this fchool in his youth , fliould not negled it in 
his age. *' I read in LivY, " fays Montagne, 
^ what another man does not, and Pluiarch 
** read there what i do not. " Juft fo the fame man 
may read at fifty what he did not read in the fame 
book at five-and-twcnty: at leaft 1 have found it 

Jo, by my own experience, on many 'occafions. 
By comparing, in this ftudy, the experience of 
othe^ men and other ages with our own , we 
improve both: we analyfe, as it were , philofophy. 
We reduce all the abftradl fpeculations of ethics , 
and all the general rules of human policy , to their 
firft principles. Wjth thefe advantages every mam 

. may , though few men do , advance daily towards 
thofe ideas, thofe increated effences, a Platonift 
would fay, which no human creature can reach 
in pradlice, but in the neareft approaches to which 
the perfection of our nature confifts; becau£e 
every approach of this kind renders a man better, 
and wifer for himfelf , for his family, for theliftte 

.community of his own country, and for the great 
community of the world. Be not furprifed, my 
lord, at the order in which I place thefe objeds. 
Whatever order divines and moralifts, who con- 
template the duties belonging to thefe objeds, 
may place them in, this is the order they bold ia 
nature: and I have always thought that .we joaighft 
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lead ourfelvcs an4 others to private virtue , more 
cflFedtually by a due obfervation of this order , thaii 
by any of thofc fublime refinements that pervert it. 

Selflove but f«rves the Tirtnoas mind to wtkej 
As the fmiU pebble ftirs the peaceful lake. 
The centre mov*d » « circle ftrait fucceedsj 
Another ftill, and ftill' another fpreads: 
iPriendt parent, neighbour, firft it wiU embrace. 
Bis country next, and next all byman race. 

So fings our friend PoPE, my lord, and fo I 
believe. So I fhall prove too , if I miflake not, 
in an epiftle /I am about to write to hioi, in 
order to complete a fct that were writ fome years 
ago. 

A man of my age, who returns to the ftudy 
of hiftory, has no time to lofe, becaufe he has 
little to live : a man of your lordfhip's age has no 
time to lofe, becaufe he has much to do. For 
different reafons therefore the fame rules will fuit 
us. Neither of us muft grope in the dark , neither 
of us muft wander in the light. I have done the 
^rft formerly a good deal; " ne verba mihi daren- 
^' tur; ne aiiquid efle , in hac recondita antiquitatis 
** fcientia, magni ac fecreti boni judicaremus. " If 
you take my word, you will throw none of your 
time away in the fame manner: and I (hall have 
the lefs regret for that which I have mifpent, if 
I perfuade you to haften down from the broken 
traditions of antiquity, to the more entire as well 
as more authentic hiftories of ages more modern, 
la the iludy of thefe we (hall find many a 
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complete feries of events, preceded byadedudlion 
of their immediate' and remote caufes, related in 
their full extent, and accompanied with fuch a 
detail of circumftances , and charaders , as may 
tranfport the attentive reader back to the very- 
time , make him a party to the councils , and an 
adlor in the whole fcene of affairs. Such draughts 
as thefe , either found in hiftory or extradled by 
our own application from it, and fuch alone, are 
truly ufeful. Thus hiftory becomes what fhe 
ought to be^ aSd what (lie has been fomecimes 
called, " magiftra vitae", the miftrefs, like philofo- 
phy , of human life. If ihe is not this , flie is at beft 
^ nuntia vetuftatis," the gazette of antiquity, or 
a dry regifter of ufelefs anecdotes. Suetonius 
fays that Tiberius ufed to inquire of the gram* 
marians , " quae mater Hecubx ? Quod Achillis 
^ nomen inter virgines fuiffet ? Quid Syrenes 
" cantare fint folitae?" Seneca mentions certain 
Greek authors, who examined very accurately ^ 
whether Anacreon loved wine or women beft, 
whether Sappho was a common whore , with 
other points of equal importance: and I make no 
doubt but. that a man, better acquainted than I 
have the honor fo be v^ith the learned perfons of . 
our own country , .might find fome who have 
difcovered feveral anecdotes concerning the giantt 
Albion, concerning Samothes thefon ofBRixo, 
the grand-fon of Japt^et, and concerning Brutus 
who led a colony into our ifland after the ficge of 
Troy , as the others re-peopled it after the delugCt 
B&t the millions of fuch anecdotes as thefe, though 
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they were true; and complete authentic volumes 
of Egyptian or Chaldean , of Greek or Latin / of 
Gallic or Britilh, or French or Saxon records, 
would be of no value in my fenfe , becaufe of 
no ufe towards our improvement in wifdora and 
virtue ; if they contained nothing more than 
dynafties and genealogies , and a bare mention of 
remarkable events in the order of time , like 
journals , chronological tables ; or dry and meagre 
annals. 

I fay the fame of all thofe modermcompofitions 
in which we find rather the heads of hiftory, 
than any thing that dcferves to be called hiftory. 
Their authors are either abridgers or compilers. 
The firft do neither honor to themfelves nor good 
to mankind : for furely the abridger is in a form 
below the tranflator : and the book , at leaft tKc 
hiftory , that wants to be abridged , does not 
defervc to be read. They have done .anciently a 
great deal of hurt by fubftituting many a bad book 
in the place of a good one ; and- by giving occafion 
to men, who contented themfelves with extradk 
and abridgments , to negled , and through their 
negledl , to lofe the invaluable originals : for which 
reafon I curfe ConstanhnePorphykogenetes 
as heartily as I do Gregory. The fecond are of 
fome ufe, as far as they contribute to prefcrve 
public ads , and dates , and the memory of great 
events. But they who are, thus employed have 
feldom the means of knowing thofe private paf-- 
Cages on which all public traitfadions depend, and 
«as feldom, the (kiU and the ulents neceffary to 
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put Mrhflt they do know vrcll together 2 they can* 
oot fee the working of the mine^-but their induAry 
colleds the matter that is thrown out. It is the 
bufinefs , or it /hould be fo , of others to feparate 
-' (he pure ore from the drois , to ftamp it into coin, 
and to enrich not encumber mankind. > When 
there are none fufficient to this taflc, there may be 
antiquaries, and there may be journalifts or annal« 
ids, but there are no hiftorians. 

It is worth while to obferve the progrefs that 
the Romans and the Greeks made towards biftory« 
The Romans had journalifts or annalifts from the 
very beginning of their ftate. In the fixth century, 
or very near it at fooneft , they began to. have anti* 
quaries, and fome attempts were made towards 
writing of biftory. I call thefe firft hiftorical 
produ<Slions attempts only or eflays : and they 
were no more, neither among the Romans nor 
among tHe Greeks. ^^ Graeci ipfi fie initio fcripti^ 
" tarunt lit nofter Cato , ut PiCTOR , ut Piso. '* 
It is Antony, not the Triumvir, my lord, but 
his grandfather the famous orator, who fays this 
in the fecond book of TuLLY Dc oratore : he 
adds afterwards, ^^ Itaque qualis apud Graccoi 
*' Pherecydes, Hellamicus, Acusilaus, alii« 
*' que pcrmulti, talis nofter Cato, et PiCTOR, 
" et Piso. " I know that ANTO'NY.ljpeaks here 
ftri<aiy of dcfedl of ftyle and want of oratory* 
They were ** tantummodo narratores, non exor^ 
" natorcs , " as he exprefles himfelf : but as they 
wanted ftyle and; flkill to write in fuch a manner 
as. might anfwer all the ends of hiftory^ £o the/ 
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vranted m^^erials. Pherbgtdes ^rit (bmetblng 
about IPHiOnNiA , and the feftivals of Bacchus. 
HELLANicub was a poetical hiftorian^ and Acusi^ 
LAUs graved genealogies on plates of brafs. 
PiCTOR , who is called by LiVY " fcriptoruni " 
*^ antiquiffimus , " publifbed, I think » fome (horff 
annals of his own time. Neither he nor Pisa 
could have fufficient materials for the hiftory of 
Rome ; nor Cato , 1 prefume , even for the 
antiquities of Italy. The Romans, with the other 
people of that country, were then juft rifing out 
of barbarity, and growing acquainted with letters; 
for thofe that the Grecian colonies might bring 
into Sicily, and the fouthern parts of Italy, fpread 
little^ or lafted little, and made in the whole 
no figure. Anxl whatever learning might have 
fiourifbed among the ancient Etrurians , which 
was perhaps at moft nothing better than augury, 
and divina^on, and fuperftitious rites, which vfcre 
admirefd and cultivated in ignorant ages , even that 
was almoft entirely worn out of ipemory. Pedants^ 
who would impofe all tlie traditions of the four 
firfl ■ ages of Rome , for authentic hiftory , have 
kififted much on certain annals , of which mention 
is made in the very place I have juft now quoted* 
^ Ab initio rerum Romanarum, '* feys the fame 
interlocutor 9 * ufque ad P. Mucium pontificcm 
*.' maximum , res omnes fmgulorum annorum 
*'* mandabat literis pontifex maximus , efferebatque 
^* in album, et proponebat tabulam domi, poteftas 
" ut effet populo cognofcendi ; iidemque ctiam 
. ^* nunc annal^s maximi xjnominantur. " But , rsj 
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lord, be pleafed to take notice, that the very 
diflinftion I make is made here between a bare 
ilnnalift aild a biftorian : ^* erat hiftoria nihil 
** aliud," in thefe early days , " nifi aniialium 
^ confedio/' Take ndli(ic likewise j by tbe way, 
that LiVY ) Mrhofe particular application it had 
been to fearch into this matter ^ affirms pofitiyely 
that the gteateft part df all public and private mo^ 
numents , among which be fpeciiies thejTe very 
iannals, had been deftroyed in the fack of Rome 
fcy the Gauls t and Plutarch cites GlodIUS iot 
the fame aflertion, in the life of NUMA PoiMiPiuU9& 
Take notice , in the laft place ^ of that Which is 
more immediately to our prefent purpofe. Thefe 
annals could contain nothing more than Chore 
minutes or memorandums hung up in a table i|^ 
the pontics hdufe , like the rules of ,the game in 
a billiard -room, and mu^h fuch hiftory as wc 
have in the epitomes prefixed to the books of 
LivV or of any other hillorlan, in lapidaty 
anicriptions ; or in fome modern almanacs. Mate'' 
rials for hiftory they were no doUbt, but fcanty 
and infufiicient; fuch as thole ages could product 
when writing and reading Wete accomplifbments 
fo uncommon « that the prxtor Was directed hf 
law, ciavum pangere^ to drive a nail intd the 
doot of a temple, that the number of years might 
be reckoned by the number o^ nails. Such ia 
£bort as we have in monkifh annalifts , and other 
ancient chroniclers of nations now in being : bu(r 
not fuch as can entitle the authors of them to be 
called hiftorians^ j»or «an fnable othets to yftixm 
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hiftory in that fulhcfs in which it muft be wnttcii 
to become a leflbn of 6tbics and politics. The 
truth is, nations, like men, have their infancy: 
and the few paflages of that time, which they 
retain , are not fuch as deferved moft to be re- 
membered J but fuch as , being moft proportioned 
to that age , made the ftrongeft impreffions on 
their minds. In thofe nations that prefcrve their 
dominion long and grow up to manhood, the 
elegant as well as the necefiary arts and Cciences 
^re improved to fome degree of perfedion : and 
hiftory , that was at firft intended only to record 
the names, or perhaps the ^general characters of 
fome famous men , and to tranfmit in grofs the 
remarkable events of every age to pofterity, is 
raifed to anfwer another, and a nobler end. 

11. Thus it happened among the Greeks, but 

much more among the Romans , notwithftanding 

the prejudices in favor of the former even amoag 

the latter. I have fometim^s thought that Virgil 

-might have juftly afcribed to his countrymen the 

praife of writing hiftory better, as well as that 

•-of affording the nobleft fubjeds for it, in thofc 

'famous verfcs, * whcic the different excellencies 

*of the two nations are fo finely touched : but he 

'would have weakened perhaps by lengthening » 

:and havb flattened the climax. Open H£KODaTUS» 

* ^xcudent alii fpftaittia mollius aera , 

Credo c%uidein : vivos dncent de marmore vultui;, 
I OrabUBt cauDis melius : ccelique meatus ^ 

Dersribeiu radio , ec furgdntia (idera dicent : 
Tu rcgere imperio populot , Rjmana « memento : 
Hk tibi erunt artesi pacifque imponere roorf^i* 
Parcere fubjectis , et debellare fuperbos. 
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you arc entertained by an agreeable ftory- teller,. 

vrho meant ^to entertain , and nothing more. Read 

Thucyoides or Xenophon, you are taught 

indeed as well as entertained : and the (latefmaa 

or the general, the philolbpher or the orator^ 

fpeaks to you in every page. They wrote on 

fubjeds on which they were well informed > and 

.they treated them fully: they#mainuined the 

dignity of hiftory^ and thought it beneath them 

to wamp up old traditions , like the writers of 

their age and country y and to be the trumpeters 

of a lying antiquity. The^Cyropaedia of XfcNO- 

PHON may be objeded perhaps; but if he gave 

it* for a rom^mce , not a hiftory., as he mfght for 

aught we can tell , it is out of the cafe : and if he 

gave it for a hiflory, not a romance, I Ibould 

prefer his authority to that of Herodotus or 

any other of his countrymen. But however this 

might be, and whatever merit we may juftly 

afcribe to thefe two writers, who weije almoft 

fingle in their ^ind , and who treated but fmall 

portions of hiftory ; certain it is in general , that 

the levity aS" w:ell as loquacity of the Greeks made 

them incapable of keeping up to the true flandard 

of hiflory : and even Polybius and piONYSlus 

of Halicarnaffus muft bow to the great Ronvan 

authors. Many principal • inen of that commpn- 

wqalth wjote memorials of their own adions and 

their own times : Sylla, CiESAR, L^bienus., 

PoLLio , Augustus , and others^ What writers 

of ^ memorials , what compilers of the materia 

hiflorica were thefe? AVhat genius, was neccffary 

.. . H j" 
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to finifh up the pidures that fuch mafters had 
Sketched ? Rome afforded men that were equal to 
the talk. Let the remains , the precious remain© 
df Sallust, of Livy, aqd of Tacitus, witnefe 
(his truth. When Tacitus , wrbte , even the 
lippearances of virtue had been long profcribed, 
^nd cafte was grown corrupt a$ well as manners. 
Vct.hiftory prelBrved her integrity, and herluftrc> 
She prcferved them in the writings of fome whom 
TaCUos mentions, in none perhaps more than 
his own; every line of which out- weighs wbbic 
pages of fuch a rhetor as Famianus Straua. I 
(ingle him out among the moderns, becaufe he 
had the foolilh prcfumption to cenfure Tagitus, 
and to write hiftory himfelf : and your lordOiip 
will forgive this fhort cxcurfion iq honor of a 
favorite author. 

What i' fchool of private and public virtue 
bad been opened to us at the refurred^ion of learn- 
ingj if the latter hiftprians of thel^oman common- 
wealth, arid the firff of the fucce«ding monarchy, 
bad fcbjne down to us entire? The few that are 
come down, thoiigh broken and imperfed, com- 
*pofe the'beft body of hiftory that we have, nay 
the opfy body of ancient hiftory that dcferves to 
b^* art objedl of ftudy; It fails us indeed moft at 
thaC temarkable ' and ' fatal period, where our 
reafonable (iuriofity is raifed the highcft. J^iYTf 
*crilploy^d fiye-and-fprty books to bring his hiftory 
<iown to the end Of the fixth century, and the break* 
ing out of the third Punic w;ar ; but he employe^ 
ninety-five to bring it iiown from thence to the 
dc^th of Q^UsiUS J that ;s, through the courfe of 
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#ne hundred and twetity or thirty; years. AiikV^ 
Dion Cassius and others, nay even Plutarch 
included, make us but poor amends for vrk«it is 
loft of LiYY. Among all the adventitious helps by^ 
which vre endeavour to fupply this lofs in iome 
degree, the beft are thofe that we fixid fcatteraci 
up and down in the works of Tully* His Orfi-. 
tions particularly, and his Letters ,. contain many 
curious anecdotes and inftrudiv^ refl^dionSyCovi«t 
cerning the intrigues and machinations tkaii<ive;e 
czu'ried on againft liberty, from Catiline'^s con^ 
{piracy to C«SAa*s. The ftatc of the governmciit, 
..ihe conftitution and temper of the feveral parties ^ 
and the charaAers of the principal perfons whb 
figured at that time on the public ftagc, are to be 
Ifeea there .in a ftronger and trues Ught than tbey 
jwould have appeared perhaps if be badviwffit 
purpofely on this fubjed , and even in :th6fiBr 
memorials which he fomewhere prtxmifes Atticus. 
to write. " Excudam aJiquod Hcraclidium opu^r^ 
^ quod lateat in thefauris tuis. " He would handly 
have unmafted in fuch a work, as freely :as;:iifc 
familiar occafional letters, PompeYjCatO'^ BruL 
TUs^, nay himfelf; the four m^a of Rorae,:i0n: 
.whofe praifes he. dwelt with the great;cA cdoifdq* 
cency. The age* in which LiVY fburiflied abound^ 
with fuch materials as thefe : they were fj:efli , the^ 
^re authojtic; it was cafy to ptocute thefii,^atL 
was fafe to employ , tbeoi;. How he.did iqnplo]^ 
them in executing the fecond p^t of r.bis .^defzgnr,. 
we may judge .by his executicoi of the Biift-^ aod') 
i owa to your lordCbip^ I flibuld.be ^gfaid tb 
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€xcli2(ngc, if itVete^poffible, vrbat we have of 
this hiftoiy for- what wc have not. liV'ould you 
not be glad ^ ray lord , to fee , in one (lupendow 
draught, the whole progrefs of that governiiftent 
fcom^ liberty to fcrvitude? the whole fcries of 
icaufes and efiFeds, apparent and real, public aiid 
private*? thofe which all men faw, and all good 
men lamented and oppofed at the time; and tbo£e 
which were fo difguifed to the prejudices , to the 
partialities of a divided people , and even to the 
corruption of mankind , that many did not , and 
that many could pretend they did not, difeern 
.them, till it was too late to refift them? I am 
forryto (ay it, this part of the Roman biflory 
would be not only more curious and more authen- 
tic than the former , but of more immediate and 
mere important application to the prefent ilate 
of Britain. But it is Joft: the lofs is irreparable , 
and your lordfliip ^ will not blame me for de« 
ploring it. ' 

III. They who fet up for fcepticifm may not 
Tegret the lofs of fuch a hiftory : but this I witt 
be bold to affert'to them, that a hiftory muftbe 
writ on this plan, and muft aim at leaft at thefe 
|)br£Qdions, or it will anfwer fufficiehtly none of 
tbfcJntentions of hiftory. That it will not anfwer 
fufficiently the intention I have infilled upon in 
thefc letters , that of inftruding pofterity by the 
example of former ages , is manifefl:: and I think 
jt is' ^as inanifeft:^ that a hiftory cannot be faid 
even to relate faithfully, and inform us truly, that 
do^ijXiQt relate fully, ^ad inform usvof ^ that is 
neceflary to. nafke a true judgment concerning the 
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matters contaiQed in it. Naked h(ks^ without the 
caufes that produced them and the circum{lances 
tliat acconfpanied them , are not fufficient to cha« 
radterize a,ftioa? or' counfels. The nice degrees of 
ivifdom apd of folly , of virtue and of vice, iviu 
not only be undifcoverable in them ; but we muft 
be very often unable to determine under which of 
thefc charaders they fall in general. The fceptics 
I am fpeaking of are therefore guilty of this.abfurd- 
ity : the n^rer a hiftory comes to the true idea 
of hiftory , the better it informs and the more i| 
inftruds us, the more worthy to be rejected it 
appears to thetn. I have faid and allowed enough 
to content any reafonable man about the uncer* 
tainty of hiftory. I have owned that the beft arp 
defc<3tive , and I will add in this place an obferva- 
tion which did not , I think , occur to me before. 
Conjedlure is not always diftinguiflied perhaps at 
i^ ought to be; fo that an ingenious writer may 
fometiines da very innocently, what a maliciout 
writer does very criminally as often as he dares,, 
and as his fnaljce requires it; he may account for 
events after^they have happei;ied, by a fyftem of 
caufcs and condud that did not really produce 
them, though it might poflibly or even probably have 
produced them. But this obfervation , like feycral 
others, becpmes a reafon for examining an J( com-: 
p^ing authorities , and for preferring fome^ not for 
Tcjcdingall. .Davila, a nbbl^ hiftorian furery,and 
one whom: J;jDbould not fcruplc to cohfefs. equal 
in many re^eds,to,LivY, as I ihould not Icruple 
to prefer hifj (pj^pntryman Guicciardin to Thu- 
CIYDIJPKS ifl cyciy. rcfpedi : Payii.a, my lord , was 
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accured, from the firft publication of his hiftory; 
or at lead was fufpeded, of too much refinemene 
und fubtilty, in developing the fecret motives of 
adlions , in laying the caufes of events too deep , 
an4 deducing them often through a feries of progreC 
fions too complicated , and too artiftly wrought 
• But yet the fufpicious perfon who fliould rejedl 
this hiftorian upon fuch general inducements as 
thefe , would have no grace to oppofe his fufpicions 
to the authority of the firft duke of Epernon, 
who had been an ador, and a principal ador 
too, in many of the fcenes that Davila recites. 
GiRARD , fecretary to this duke, and no contempt^- 
ible biographer , relates , that this hiftory came 
down to the place where the old man refidcd in 
Gafcony , a little before his death ; that he read it 
to him, that the duke confirmed the truth of the 
narrations in it, and feemed only furprifed by 
what means the author could be fo well informed 
of the mod fecret councils and meafutes of thofc 
times. 

, IV". I have faid enough on this head , and your 
lordlbip may be induced perhaps, by what I have 
laid , to think with me , that fuch hiftories as thefei 
whether ancient or modern, dcfcrve alone to be 
iludiefl. Let us leave the credulous learned to 
write tiiftory without materials, or to'ftudy thofe 
who dd fo i to wrangle about ancient traditions i 
^nd to ring different changes on the^ fame fet of 
bells. Let us leave the fceptics , in modern as welt 
as. ancient hiftory , to triumph in the notable 
dilcpvery of the ides of one month^ niijlaken for 
the calends of another, or in the Vitions dates and 
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•ontradiAory circumftances which they find in 
weekly gazettes ajid monthly mercuries. Whilft 
they are thus employed, your lordfbip and I witt 
proceed, if you pleafc, to confider more clofelyi 
than we have yet done, the rule mentioned above i 
that I mean of ufmg difcernment and choice in 
the fludy of the mod authentic hiftory , that of 
pot wandering in the light, which is as neccflar/ 
us that of not groping in the dark. 

Man is the fubjedl of every hiftory ; and ta 
know him well, we muft fee him and confider 
him, as hiftory alone can prefent him to us, im 
every age, in every country, in every ftate, in lifi 
and in death. Hiftory therefore of all kinds, of 
civilized and uncivilized , of ancient and moderil 
nations, in Ibort of all hiftory, that defcends to n 
fuflScient detail of human adlions and charaders^ 
is ufcful to bring tis acquainted with our fpecieii 
nay with ourfelvcs. To teach and to 'inculcate 
the general principles of virtue , and the general 
rules of wifdom and good policy, which refult 
froni fuch details of adions and charadcrs , comei 
for the' moft part, and always Ibould come; 
exprefsly and dircdly into the defign of tboft 
who are capable of giving fuch details: and thero» 
fore whilft they narrate as hiftdrians, they hint 
often as philofophers ; they put into our hands j 
as it were, on every proper bccafion, the end of 
a clue, that fervcs to remind us of fearching, and 
to guide us in the fearch of that truth which the 
txsilinple'befote \i5 either eftal)lilhes or illuftrates. 
If a writer negleds this part, we are able however 
to (upply bis negleft by our owtx* Jittenti(>n am* 
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induftry : and when he gives us a good hiftory 
of Peruvians or Mexicans , of Ghinefe or Tartars , 
pi Mofcovites or Negroes, we niay blame him, 
but we niuil blame ourfelves much more , if we 
do not make it a gopd leffon of pbilofopby. This 
toeing the general ufe of hiftory, it is not to be 
negleded. Every one may make it, who is able to 
read and to rcfled on what he reads : and every 
one who makes it will find , in his degree , the 
))cnefit that arifes from an early acquaintance con- 
traded in this manner with mankind. We are n6t 
pply paffengcrs or fojourners in this world , but 
yrc are abfolute ftrangers at the firft fteps we 
make in it. Our guides are often ignorant, often 
unfaithful. By this map of the* country, which 
bi/lory fpreads before us , we may learn , if we 
plcafe, to guide ourfelves. In our journey through 
If, wc: are befct on every fide* We are befieged 
ibmetimes even in our ftrongeft holds. Terrors 
and temptations, conduced by the paffions of 
other men, affault us : and our own paffions, \hat 
forrefpond with thcfe, betray us. Hiftory is a 
colledlion of the journals of thofe who have tra- 
.yelled through the iame country, and been ex- 
pofed to the fame accidents : and their good and 
iheir ill fuccefs are equally inftrudive. In this 
purfuk of knoy^ledge an immenfe field is opened 
to us : general hiftories , facred and pro&ne ; the 
biftories of particular countries., particular events , 
particular orders, particular men.; memorials, anec* 
dotes, traveh. But we niuft not ramble in this 
field without difcemment, or choice, nor even withf 
thefe muft wc ramble too long. 
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As to the choice of authors, vrho have writ on 
ail th^fe various fubjeds, fo much has been faid 
by learned men concerning all thofe that deferve 
attehtion , and their feveral characters are fo vrell 
eftabliflied , that it would be a fort of pedantic 
aifedlation to lead your lordlhip through fo volu« 
minous, and at the fame time fo eafy, a detail. 
I pafs it over therefore in order to obferve, that 
as foon as we have taken this general view of 
mankind ^ and of the courfe of human affairs in 
different ages and different parts of the worlds 
we ought to apply, and, the. (hortnefs of humai| 
life confidered, to confine ourfelves almoft entirely, 
in our ftudy of hiftory , to fuch hiftorics as have 
an immediate relation to our profelfions, or to 
our rank and fituacion in the fociety to which we 
belong. Let me inftance in the profeffion of di- 
vinity, as the nobleft and moft important. 

( f ) I have faid fo much concerning the (bare 
which divines of all religions have taken jn the 
corruption of hiftory, that I ihould have anathe- 
mas pronounced againft me^ no doubt, in the eaft 
and the weft, by the dairo, the mufti, and the 
pope, if thefe letters were fubmitted to ecclcfiaftical 
ccnfure; for furcly, my lord, the clergy have a 
better title, than the fons of 'Apollo, to be called 
" genus irritabile vatum. '* What would it be, if 
I went about to ifaow, how many of the cbriftian 
clergy abufe, by mifreprefentation and falfe quota* 
tion, the hiftory they can no longer corrupt? And 
yet this talk would not be even to me, a hard 
one. But as 1 mean 4p fpeak in this place of 
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clinftian diviilti alone, tfo I mean to fpeak of jfucli 
of them particularly as may be called divines with- 
cut any fneer ; of fuch of them , for fome fuch I 
think there are, as believe themfelves, and would 
have mankind believe $ not for teoiporal but fpiri<* 
tual interell, not for the iake of the clergy » but 
for the fake of mankind. Now it has been long 
natter of aftoniKbment to me, how fuch perfons 
as tfaefe could take fo much filly pains to eftabliih 
tnyftcry on metaphyfics, revelation on pbilofopby^ 
t^nd matters of fad on abftrad reaibntng ? A reli* 
gion founded on the authority of a divine mifliont 
confirmed by prophecies and miracles, appeals 16 
fads: and the fads muft be proved as all other 
fads that pals for authentic are proved ; for faith, 
fo reafonable after this proof is abfurd before it. 
If they are thus proved, the religion will prevail 
Vrithout the affiftance of fo much profound reafon- 
ing: if they are not thus proved ^ the authority of 
it will fmk in the world even with this afliftance^ 
The divines objed in their difpiites with atheifts^ 
Sind they objed veiy juftly, that thefe men require 
improper proofs ; proofs that are not fuited to the 
iiature of the fubjed , and then cavil that fuch 
proofs are not furnifhed. But what then do they 
mean, to fall into the fame abfurdity themfelves 
in their difputes with theifts , and to din improper 
proofs in ears that are open to proper proofs f 
The matter is of great moment, my lord, aqd I 
make no excufe for the zeal which obliges me to 
dwell a little on it. A feiious and honeft applies^ 
^a to the ftudy of cAefiafticai hiftory, an4 
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every part of profane biftory and chronology re« 
]ative to it, is incumbent on fuch reverend perfons 
as are here fpoken of » on a double account :. be- 
taufe hiftory alone can furnifli the proper proo£s^ ^ 
that the religion they teach is of God; and bccaufe 
the unfair manner, in which thefe proofs have 
been and are daily furnilhed, creates prejudices, 
and gives advantages againft cbriftianity that re- 
quire to be removed. No fcholar will dare to deny, 
that falfe hiftory, as well as fham miracles, hat 
been employed to propagate chriftianity formerly: 
and whoever examines the writers of our own age 
will find the fame abufe of hiftory continued. 
Many and many inftances of this abufe might be 
produced. It is growi» into cuftom , writers copy 
one another, and the miftake that was committed, 
or the fallbood that was invented by one, ia 
adopted by hundreds. 

Abbadie £iys in his famous book, that the gofpel 
of St Matthew is cited by Clemens bifliop of 
Rome, a difciple of the Apoftles; that Barm abas 
cites it in his epiftle; that Ignatius and Polt# 
CARFS receive it; and that the fame fathers, that 
give teftimony for Matthew, give it likewife 
for Mark. Nay your lordlhip will find, I be* 
lieve, that the prefent bifhop of London, in hiy 
third paftoral letter, fplaks to the fame effe<ft. I 
VriU not trouble you nor myfelf with any more 
inftances of the Dune kind« Let this , which oc- 
curred to me as I was writing, fuffice. It may well 
fuffice; for I prefume the fad advanced by the 
auoifter and tb» UOxoff ii a jpiftake^ If the fathers 
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of the firil century do mention fome paflages that 
lire agreeable to what we read in our evangcliftsi. 
will it follow that thefe fathers had the fame go- 
fpels before them ? To fay fo is a manifeft abufe 
of hiftory, and quite inexcufable in writers that 
knew, or fliould have known, that thefe fathers 
made ufe of other gofpels , wherein fuch paffages 
might be contained, or they might be prefervedia 
unwritten tradition. Befides which I could almoft 
venture to affirm that thefe fathers of the firft cen- 
tury do not exprefsly name the gofpels wc have 
of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. To 
tlie two reafons that have been given why thofc 
who make divinity their profeffion fbould ftudy 
hiftory , particularly ecclefi^ical billory , with an 
honeft and fcrious application ; in order to fupport 
chriftianity againft the attacks of unbelievers, and 
to remove the doubts and prejudices that the unfair 
proceedings of men of their own order have raifed 
in minds candid but not implicit, willing tp be 
informed but curious to examine; to thefe , I fay, 
we may add another^ confideration that feems to 
me of no fmal^mportance. Writers of the Roman 
religion have attempted to (how , that the text of 
the holy writ is on many accounts infufficient to 
Ibe the fole criterion of orthodoxy: I apprehend too 
that they have fhown it.* Sure I am that experience, 
from the firft promulgation of chriftianity to this 
hour, (hows abundantly with how much cafe and 
fuccefs the moft oppofite, the moft extravagant, 
nay the moil impious opinions, and the moft con- 
ttradidory faiths , may be founded on the fame 

text. 
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text, and plaqfibly defended by the fame authority. 
Writers of the reformed religion have ercdcd their 
batteries againft tradition , and the only difficuilty 
they bad to encounter in this entprprife lay in 
levelling and pointing their cannon fo as to avoid 
demo]i(hing in one common ruin, the traditions 
they retain, and thofe they rejed. Each fide has 
been employed to weaken the caufe and explode 
the fy (lein of bis adverfary : and , whilft they have 
been fo employed , thfey have jointly laid their axes 
to the root of Chriftianity ; for thus men will be 
apt to reafpn upon what they have advanced. 
*' If the text has not that authenticity, clearnefs, 
^ and precifion which are necelTary to eftablifli it 
^as a divine and a certain rule of faith add prac- 
*' tice ; and if the tradition of the church , fronn 
^ the firft ages of it till the days of Luther and 
^' Calvin, has been corrupted itfelf , and has 
" ferved to corrupt the faith and pradlice of Chrif* 
^ tians ; there remains at this, time no flandard at 
^ all of Chriftianity. By confequence either this 
* religion was not originally of divine inftitution , 
" or elfe God has not provided effedually for prc- 
^' ferving the genuine purity of it, and the gates 
" of bell have adually prevailed , in contradidtioa 
" to his promife , agairift the. church. ** The Beft 
cfiFeA of this reafoning, that can be hoped for » is^ 
that men fliould fall into theifm , and ^fcribe to 
the firft proportion: he muft be worfe than an 
atheift who can affirm the laft. The dllepima is 
terrible, my lord. Party -zeal and private intereft 
liave formed it : the cbmmoa intereft of Chriftianity 
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is deeply concerned to folve it Now, I prefume, 
it c^n never be folved without a more accurate 
examination , not only of the Cliridian, but of the 
jewiih fyftem , than learned men have been hitherto 
impartial enough and fagacious enough to takey 
or boneft enough to communicate. Whilft the 
authenticity and fenfe of the text of the Bible re- 
main as difputable, and whilft the tradition of the 
church remains as problematical, tofay noworfe, 
as the immenfe labors of the Chriftian divines in 
feveral communions have made them appear to be; 
£hriftianity may lean on the civil and ecclefiaflical 
power, and befuppoited by the forcible influence , 
of education: but the proper force of religion, 
that force which fubdues the mind and awes the 
cotifcience by convidlion , will be wahung. 
-! I had reafon therefore to produce divinity , a^ 
one inftanice of thofe profeflions that require a par- 
ticular application to the ftudy of fome particular 
pafts of hidory : and finte I have faid fo much 
on the fubjeA in my zeal for Chriftianity , I will 
add this furdier. The refurredion of letters was a 
fatal period ; the Chriftian fyftem has been attacked, 
and wounded too , very fcverely fince that time* 
The defence has, been better made indeed by mo- 
dern divines, than it had been by ancient fathers 
. and apologifts. The moderns have invented new 
methods of defence, and have abandoned fome 
p6fts.that were not tenable: but ftill there are 
others, ia defending. which they lie under great 
difad vantages. Such arc various fads , pioufly 
believed in former times , hut on. wbich the truth 
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ofCbriftianity has been rcfted very imprudently in 
more enlightened ages ;. becaufe the falfity of fome, 
and the grofs improbability of others arc fo evident, 
jthat, inftead of anfwering the purpofe for "which 
they were invented , they have rendered the whole 
tenor of ccclcfiallical hlftbry , and tradition preca- 
rious , ever fince a ftridl but juft application of 
the rules of criticifm has been made to them, t 
touch thefe things lightly ; but if your IordDhi{> 
refleds upon them , you will find reafon perhapjj 
to chink as I do , that it is high time the clergy 
in all Chriftian communions Ihould join their forces, 
and eftabliCh thofe hiftorical fadls , which are tlie 
foundations of the whole fyftem , on clear and 
unqueftionable hiftorical authority 5 fuch as they 
require in all cafes of moment from others; rejedt 
candidly, what cannot be thus eftablilhcd ; and 
pur£ue their inquiries in the fame fpirit of truth 
through all the ages of the church ; without any 
regard to hiftorians, fathers, or councils, more 
than they are ftridly entitled to on the face of 
/what they have tranfraitted to us, on their owii 
confiftcncy , and on the concurrence of other au- 
thority. Our paftors would be thus , I prefume, 
4nuch better employed than they generally are* 
T{iofe of the clergy who make religioil rnerely a 
trade, vho regard nothing rnore than the fub- 
fiftenceit affords them, or iri higher life the wealth 
and power they enjoy hy the means of it , ' ma^^ 
fay to themfelves, that it will laft their time, or ' 
that policy and reafons of ftate will preferve the 
form of a church when the fpirit of religion is 
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extind. But thofc \vh6m I mentioned above, 
thofe who aft for fpiritual not temporal ends, 
and are defirous that men fhould believe and prac- 
tife the dodlrines of Chriftianity, as well as go to 
church and pay tithes, will feel and own the 
weight o( fuch confidcrations as thefe; and agree, 
that, however, the people have been, and may be 
ftill araufed, yet Chriftianity has been in decay 
ever fmce the refurredion of letters ; and that it 
cannot be fupportcd as it was fupported before 
that, «ra, nor by any other way than that which 
I .propofe , and which a due application to the 
ftudy of hiftory, chronology , and criticifm , would 
enable our divines to purfue, no doubt » with 
fuccefs. 

I might inftance , in other profeffions , the 
obligation men lie under of applying themfelves to 
.certain parts of hiftory, and 1 can hardly forbear 
doing it in that of the law; in it's nature the 
jiobleft and mod beneficial to mankind , in it's 
abufe and debafement the mod fordid and the moft 
pernicioiiSi A lawyer now is nothing more, I 
fpeak of pinety-nine in a hundred at leaft, to ufc 
fomc of Tully's words , " niQ leguleius quidam 
" caiitus, et acutus praeco adionura, cantor fof- 
^ mularum , auceps fyllabarum. ** But there have 
been lawyers that were orators, phildfophers, 
^iftorians; there have been Bacoks and Claren* 
DONS , my lord. There will be none fuch any 
more , till , in fome better age , true ambition or 
the love of fame prevails over avarice'; and till 
men find leifure and encouragement to prepare 
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themfclvcs for the exercife of this profeflion, by 
climbing up. to the "vantage ground,'* fo my 
lord Bacon calls it , of fcience : inftead of gro- 
vclirig ail their lives below, in a mean bu^ gainful 
application to all the Jittle arts of chicane. Till 
this happen , the profeffion of the law will fcarce 
dcfervc to be ranked among the learned profellions : 
and whenever it happens, one of the vantage, 
grounds , to which men muft climb , is metaphy- 
fical , and the other , hiftorical knowledge. They 
muft pry into the fecret receffes of the human 
heart, and become well acquainted with the whole 
moral worlds that they may difcover the abftradl 
reafon of all laws : and they muft trace the laws 
of particular ftates » efpecially of their own , from 
the firfl rough (ketches to the more perfedl 
draughts; from the firft caufes or occaHons that 
produced them , through all the effeds ,. good and 
bad, that they produced. But I am running in- 
fcnfibly into a fiibjed, which would detain mc 
too long from one that relates more immediately 
to your lordfhip , and with which I intended to 
conclude this long letter. 

(2) I pafs from the confideration of thofe pro- 
feffions to which particular parts or kinds of 
hiftory feem to belong : and I come to fpeak of 
the ftudy of hiftory, as a neceffary mean to prepare 
men for the difcharge of that duty which they 
owe to their country, and which is common to 
all the members of every fociety that is conftituted 
according to the rules of right reafon , and with 
a due regard to the common good. I have met, 
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in St. Rial's works , or fomc other Frcncli book/ 
with a ridicule call on private men, who make 
hiftory a political ftudy, or who apply themfelvcs 
in any manner to affairs of ftate. But the refledion 
is too general. In governments fo arbitrary by 
their conftitution, that the will of the prince is 
not only the fupreme but the fole law, it is fo 
far from being a duty that it may be dangerous, 
sihd muft be impertinent in men » who are not 
called by the prince to the adminiftration of public 
affairs, to concern themfelves about it, or to fit 
themfelves for it The fole vocation there is the 
favor of the court; and whatever defignatibn 
God makes by the talents he beftows, though i% 
may ferve , which it feldom ever does , to direft 
the choice of the prince , yet I prefume that* it 
cannot bccoine a reafon to particular men , or 
Create a duty on them , to devote themfelves to 
tlie public fervice. Look on the Turkilh govern- 
ment. See a fellow taken , from rowing in a 
common paffage-bpat, by the caprice of the prince : 
fee him invefted next day with all the power the 
foldans took under the caliphs , or the mayors of 
the palace under the fuccefibrs of CloVis : fee a 
whole empire governed by the-ignorance, inex- 
perience, ind arbitrary will of this tyrant , and 
a few other fubordinate tyrants , as ignorant and 
unexperienced as himfelf. In France, indeed, though 
an abfolute government, things go a little better. 
Arts and fciences are encouraged , and here and 
there an example may be found of a man who 
ha$ rifen by fomc extraordinary talents , amidfl 
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innumerable examples of m^ who have arrived 
at the greateft honors and the higheft pofts by no 
other merit than that of affiduous fawning, attend- 
ances , or t)f ikill in fome defpicable puerile 
amufement; in traiaing wafps, for inftance, to 
. take regular flights like hawks , and ftoop at flies. 
The nobility of France , like the children of tribute 
. among the ancient Saracens and modern Turks , 
arc fet apart for wars. They are bred to make 
love, to hunt, and to fight: and, if any of them 
flxould acquire khbwledge fuperior to this, they 
would acquire that which might be prejudicial to 
thcmfelves, but could not become beneficial to 
their. country. The aflfairs of ftate are trufted to 
other hands. Some have rifen to them by. drudgipg 
long in bufinefs : fome have been made minifters 
almoft in the cradle; and the whole power of the 
government has been abandoned to others in the 
dotage of life. There is a monarchy, an abfolute 
monarchy too, I mean that of China, wherein the 
adminiftration of the government is carried on, 
under the diredion of the prince, ever fince the 
dominion of the Tartars has. been eftabli(bed, by 
feveral claffes of Mandarins , and according to the 
deliberation and advice of feveral orders of coun-* 
cils^ the admiflion to which claffes and orders 
depends on the abilities of the candidates , as their 
rife in them depends on the behaviour they hold, 
and the improvements they make afterwards. Uqder 
.fuch a government, it is neither impertirient nor 
ridiculous , in any of the fubjeds who are invited 
by their circumftances , or puih^d to it by their 
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taleaU , to make tht hiftory of their own and of 
other countries a political ftiidy, and to fit them- 
fclves by this and all other ways for the fervice 
of the public. It is not dangerous ifeither , or an 
honor, that outweighs (he danger , attends it: 
fince private^ men have a right by the ancient 
conftitution of this government, as well as coun- 
oils of (late , to reprefent to the prince the abufes 
of his adminiftratioti. But dill men have not there 
the fame occafion to concern themfelves in the 
a£Fairs of the ftate , a$ the nature of a free govern- 
ment gives to the members of it In our own 
country, for in- our own the forms of a free 
government at leaft arc hitherto prcferved, men 
are not only defigned for the public fervice by 
the circumftances of their fituation, and their 
talents , all which may happen in others : but 
they are defigned to it by their birth in many cafes, 
and in all cafes they may dedicate themfelves to 
this fervice ,. and take , in different degrees , fome 
fliare in it, whether they arc called to it by the 
prince or no. In abfolute governments , all public 
fervice is to the prince, and he nominates all thofe 
that ferve the public. In free governments, there 
*is a diftind and a principal fervice due to the (late. 
Even the king, of fuch a limited monarchy as 
ours , is but the firft fervant of the people. Among 
his fubjeds fome are appointed by the conftitution, 
and others are eledcd by the people, to carry on 
the cxercife of the legiflative power jointly with 
him, and to control the executive power inde- 
pendently on him. Thus your lordfliip is born a 
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member of that order of men, in whom a third 
part of tfcc fupreme power of the government rc- 
fides : and your right to the cxcrcife of the power 
beJonging to this drder not being yet opened , 
you are . cbofen into another body of men , who 
have a different power and a different conditutioiu 
but who poflcfs another third part of the fupreme 
legiflativc authority, for as long a time as the com- 
miffioR or truft delegated to them by the people 
lafts. Free-men who are neither born to the firft, 
nor eledled to thelaft, have a right bqwevcr to 
complain, to reprefent, to petition, and, I add, 
even to do more in cafes of the utmoft extremity, 
tor fure there cannot be a greater abfurdity, than 
to affirm , that the people have a remedy in refift- 
ance, when their prince attempts to enflave them; 
but that they have none, when their rcprefent- 
atives fell themfelves and them. 

The fum of what I have been faying is, that, 
in free governments, the public fervice is nrft 
confined to thofe whom the prince appoints to 
different pofls in the adminiftration under him; 
that there the care ^ of the ftate is the care of 
multitudes; that many are called to it in a parti- 
cular manner by their rank, and by other circum- 
ftances of their fituation; and that even thofe 
^vhom the prince appoints are not only anfwerable 
to him, but like him, and before him, to the 
nation, for their behaviour in their feveral pofts. 
It can never be impertinent nor ridiculous therefore 
in fuch a country, whatever it might be in the 
abbot of St. Real's, which was Savoy I think; 
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or in Peru, under the Incas, vrhere, Garcilasso 
DE LA Vega fays , it was lawful for none but the 
nobility to ftudy — for men of all degrees to 
inftruft tbemfelves in thofe affairs wherein they 
may be adlors, or judges of thofe that aA, or 
controllers of thofe that judge. On the contrary, 
it is incumbent on every man to inftrud himfeif, 
as well as the means and opportunities he -has 
permit, concerning the nature and intereds of the 
governments , and thofe rights and duties that 
belong to him , or to his fuperiors , or to his 
inferiors. This in general; but in particular, it is 
certain that the obligations under which we lie to 
ferve our country increafe , in proportion to the 
ranks we hold, and the other circumilances of 
birtli, fortune, and fituation that call us to this 
fervice; and, above alU to the talents which GoD 
has given us to perform it. , 

It is in this view, that I fball addrefs to your 
' lordflbip whatever I have further to" fay on the 
ftudy of hiftory. 
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From what period modern hiftory is peculiarly 
ufeful to th# fervice of our country , viz. 

From the end of the fifteenth century to the 
prefent. 

The divifion of this into three particular periods: 

In order to a fketch of the hiftory and ftatc of 
Europe from that time. 

VrNCE then you are, my lord, by your birth, by 
the nature of our government , andT by the talents 
God. has given you , attached for life to the 
fervice of your country ; fmce genius alone cannot 
enable you to go through this fervice with honor 
to yourfelf and advantage to your country ,^>vhe- 
ther you fupport or whether you oppofe the 
adminiflrations that arife ; fince a great ftock of 
knowledge , acquired betimes and continually 
improved , is neceffary to this end ; and fince one 
part of this ftock muft be coUcded fronci the ftudy 
of hiftory , as the other part is to be gained by 
obfervation and experience; I come now to fpeak 
to your lordfliip of fuch hiftory as has an in^ine- 
diate relation to the great duty and bufinefs of 
your life, and' of the method to be obftrvcd in 
this ftudy. The notes 1 have by me, which were 
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of fomc little ufc thus far, fcrve me no farther « 
and I have no books to confult. No matter; I 
{ball be able to explain my thoughts without 
their afliftance , and lefs liable to be tediobs. I 
hope to be as full and as exa<fl on pemory alone « 
as the manner in which I (ball treat the fubje<fl 
requires me to be. 

I fuy then , that however clofely affairs arc 
linked together in the progreflion of governments, 
and how much foevcr events that follow arc 
dependant on thofc that precede , the whole con- 
nexion diminiflbcs to fight as the chain lengthens ; 
till at lafl: it feems to be broken, and the links 
that are continued from that point bear no propor- 
tion nor any (imilitude to the former. I would 
not be underftood to fpeak only of thofe great 
changes, that are wrought by a concurrence of 
extraordinary events ; for inftance the expulfion of 
one nation , the deftrudion of one government « 
and the e(labli(bment of another : but even of 
thofi^that are wrought in the fame governments 
and among the fame people, flowly and almoft 
imperceptibly, by the neceffary effeds bf time, 
and flux condition of human affairs. When fuch 
changes as thefe happen in feveral dates about 
the fame time, and confequently affed other ftates 
by their vicinity, and by many different relations 
which they frequently bear to one another; then 
is one of thofe periods formed, at which the chain 
fpoken of is fo broken as to have little or no real 
or vifible connexion with that which we fee con* 
cinue. A new fttuation, different from the former. 
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begets new interefts in the fame proportion of 
difference; not in this or that particular (late alone » 
but in all thofe that are concerned by vicinity or 
other relations , as I faid juft now , in one general 
fyftem of policy. New interefts beget new maxinos 
of government , and new methods of conduct 
Thefe, in their turns, beget new manners, new 
habits , new cuftoms. The longer this new confti- 
tution of slffairs continues , the more will this 
difference increafe : and although fome analogy may 
remain long between what preceded and what 
fucceeded fuch a period , yet will this analogy 
foon become an objed of mere curiofity , not of 
profitable inquiry. Such a period therefore is, in 
the true fenfe of the words, an epocha or an aeja, 
a point of time at which you ftop , or from which 
you reckon forward. I fay forward ; becauie we 
are not to. ftudy in the prefent cafe, as chronolo- 
gers compute, backward. Should we perfift to, 
carry our refearches much higher, and to pufli 
them even to fome othclr period of the fame kind » 
we fliould mifemploy our times the caufes thea 
laid having fpent themfelves, the feries of effecSte 
derived from them being over, and our concern iii 
both confequently at an end. JBut a new fyftem of 
caufes and effeds, that fubfifts in our time, and 
whereof our condud is to be apart, arifmgat th^ 
laft period , and all that pafles in our time being 
dependant on what has pafTed fxnce that period, 
or being immediately relative to it, we are ex- 
tremely concerned to be well informed about all 
thofe paOfages. To be entirely ignorant : about the 



Digitized by 



Google 



136 LETTER VL 

ages- that precede this sera would be Aamefu). 
Nay fpme indulgence may^e had tea temperate 
curiofity in the review of them. But to be learned 
about them is a ridiculous affedatioo in any man 
who means to be ufeful' to the prefent age. Down 
to this sera let us read hiftory: from this sera, 
and down to our own time, let us ftudy it. 

The end of the fifteenth century feems to be 
juft fuch a period as I. have been defcribing, for 
thofe who live in the eighteenth, and who inhabit 
the weftern parts of Europe. A little before , or 
a little after this point of time , all thofe events 
bappened, and all, thofe revolutions began, that 
have produced fo vafl a change in the manners, 
cuftoms , and interefts of particular nations , and 
in the whole policy , ecclefiaftical and civil , of 
thefe parts, of the wprld. I muft dcfccnd here 
into fome detail , not of hiftories , colledions , or 
.mcinorials; for all thefe are well enough known: 
and though the contents are in the heads of few, the 
l>ooks are in the hands of many. But inftead of 
ibowing your lordQiip where to look , I (hall con- 
tribute more to your entertainment and inftrudipn, 
hy marking out , as well as my memory will fervc 
wie to do it , wha(| you arc to look for , and by 
iurpifhin^ a kind of clue to your ftudies. I Ihall 
^ive , according to cuftom , the firft place to religion. 
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A view of the ecclefiaftical government of Europe 
fron^ the beginning of the fixteenth century. 

Obferve then , my lord , that the demolition 
of the papal throne was not attempted with 
fuccefs till the beginning of the fixteenth century^ 
If you are curious to call your tycs back, you 
will find BeR£NGER in the eleventh » who was 
foon filenced; Arnoldus in the fame, who was 
foon hanged ; Valdo in the twelitd , and our 
WiCKLlFF in the fourteenth , as well as others 
perhaps whom 1 do not reco}le<^« Sometimes the 
dodrines of the church were alone atucked ; and 
fometimes the doifkrine , the difcipline , and the 
ufarpations of the pope. But liule fires , kindled 
in corners of a dark world , were foon flifled by 
that great abettor of Chriftian unity, the hangman. 
When they fpread and blazed out, as\i the cafe 
of the Albigeois and of the Huflices, armies were 
raifed to extinguifh them by torrents of blood ; 
and fuch faints as DoMlNlC » with, the crucifix in 
their hand^ inftigated the troops to the utmofk 
barbarity. Tour lordfbip will find that the churcii 
of Rome was maintained by fuch charitable abd 
falutary means , among others , till the period 
fpoken of : and you will be curious , I am fure , 
to inquire how this period ca\ne,to be more fatal 
to her than any former conjundure. A multitude 
of circumflances , which you will eafUy trace in 
the hiflorics of the fifteenth* and fixteieuth cen- 
turies, to go no further bapk , concurred to bring 
about this great cyoot: and a multitude of others 
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as eafy to be traced , concurred to hinder the 
demolitioa from becoming total , and to prop the 
tottering fabric. Among thtfe circumftances , 
there is one lefs complicated and more obvious 
than others, which was of principal and univerfal 
influence. The art of printing had been invented 
about forty or fifty years before the period we 
fix : from .that time , the refurrcdion of letters 
haftened on a- pace; and at this period they bad 
made great progrefs, and were cultivated with 
great application. Mahomet the fecond drove 
them out of the eaft into the well ; and the popes 
proved worfe politicians than the mufties in this 
refpecl. Nicholas the fifth encouraged learning 
imd learned men. SiXTUS the fourth was, if I 
fiiiftake not , a great coUeflor of books at Icaft : 
and Leo the tenth was the patron of every art 
and fcience. The pnagicians Uiemfelves broke the 
charm by which they had bound mankind for fo 
inany ages: and the adventure of that knight* 
errant , who , thinking himfelf happy in the arms 
of a celeftial nymph, found that he^as the mi* 
lirable flave of an infernal hag , wai in fome fort 
reAewed. As foon as the means of acquiring and 
fpreading information grew common , it is no 
wonder that a fyftem was unravelled, which 
could not have ^be^n woven witli fuccefs in any 
ages , but thofe of grofs. ignorance and credulous 
iupcrftition. I mijght point out to your lordfliip 
inany other immdfiate caufes , fome general like 
this that I have mentioned, and fome particulait, 
The great fcfaifm^ for ^uftance ^ that ^ded in the 

beginning 
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beginning of the fifteenth century, and in the 
council of Conftance, had occafioned prodigious 
fcandal. Two or three vicars of Chkist, two 
or three infallible heads of the church , roaming 
about the world at ^ time, fiirniibed matter of 
ridicule as. well as fcaqdal: and whilft they^ 
appealed , for fo they did in^ effed , to the laity, 
and reproached and excommunicated one another, 
.they taught the world what to think of the 
inftitution , as well as exerdfe of the papal 
authority. The fame leffon was taught by the 
council of PiCi, that preceded, and by that of 
Bafle , that followed the council of Conftahce. 
The horrid crimes of Alexander the fixth, the 
faucy ambition of Julius the fecond, the immenfe 
profufions and fcandalous exadions of Leo the 
tenth; all thefe events and charadters, following in 
a continued feries from the beginning of one 
century, prepared the way for the revolution that 
happened ii^ the beginning of the next. The ftaie 
of Germany, the ftate of England, and that of 
the North , were particular caufes , in thefe feveral 
countries, of this revolution. Such were many 
remarkable events that happened about the famc^ 
time, and a little before it, in thefe and in other 
nations; and fuch were like wife the charadters of 
many of the princes of that age, fome of \Yhom 
favored the reformation , like the elecSor of 
Saxony, on a principle of confcience; and moft 
of whom favored it, juft as others oppofed it, 
on a principle of intereft. This your lordfbip will 
flifcover manifeftly to haye been the cafe , and 
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the folc diflFerencc you will find between Hekry 
the eighth and Francis the firft , one of whom 
feparated from the pope, as the other adhered to 
him, id this: Henry the eighth divided, with 
the fecular clergy and his people, the fpoil of the 
pope, and his fatellitesi the monks: Francis the 
firft divided, with the pope, the fpoil of his 
clergy, fecular and regular, and of his people. 
With the fame impartial eye that your.lord^ip 
furvcys the abufes of religion , and the corruptions 
of the church as well as court of Rome , which 
brought on the reformation at this period; you 
will obferve the charaders and condudl of thofe 
who began , who propagated , and who favored 
the reformation : and from your observation of 
thefe , as well as of the unfyftematical manner in 
which it was carried on at the fame time in various 
places , and of the want of concert , nay even of 
charity , among the reformers , you will learn what 
to think of 'the feveral religions that unite in their 
oppofition to the Roman , and yet hate one 
another moft heartily ; what to think of the 
feveral feds that havp fprouted , like fuckers , from 
the fame great roots ; and what the true principles 
are of proteftant ecclefiaftical policy. This policy 
had no being till Luther made his eftablifbment 
in Germany; till ZwInglius began another in 
Swifferland, which Calvin carried on, and, like 
Americus Vespucius who followed Christo- 
pher Columbus, robbed the firft adventurer 
of his honor; and till the reformation in our 
country was perfeded under Edward the fixth 
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and Elizabsth. Even popittiecclefiaftical policy 
is no longer the fame fince that era. His holinefs 
is no longer at the head of the whole wetlerii 
church : and to keep the part that adheres to him^ 
he is obliged to loofen their chains , and to lighten 
his yoke* The fpirit and pretenfions of his coiirc 
are the fame , but not the power. He governs by 
expedient and management more , and by authority 
lefs. His decrees and his, briefs are in danger o( 
being refufed, explained aWay, or evaded, unlefs he 
negociates their acceptance before he gives them, 
governs in concert with his flock, and feeds bis 
(heep according to their humor and intereft. In 
Ihort, his excommunications, that made the greateft 
emperors tremble , are defpifed by the loweft 
members of his own communion; and the remain* 
ing attachment to him has beeh , from this ^ra , 
rather a political expedient tp preferve an appear^- 
ance of unity » thaji a principle of coiifciencei 
whatever fome bigotted princes mAy have thought 1 
>vhateVer ambitious prelates a,nd hireling fcribblers 
may have taught, and whatever a people > worked 
up to enthufiafm by fanatical preachers, may have 
aded. Proofs of this wOuld be eafy to draw, not 
only from the conduft 6f fuch princes as FjiRDi* 
NAND thefirftand Maximilian thefecond, who 
could fqarce be efteemed papifts though they con^ 
tinned in the pope's communion : but even from 
that of princes who perfecuted their proteftanc 
fubjeds with' great violence. Enough has been 
faid , I think to fl)ow your lordlhip how JittJc 
need there is of gomg up higher than the beginning 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 L E T T E R V I. 

of the fixtcenth century in the ftudy of hiftory, 
. to acquire all the knowledge neceflary at this time 
in ecclefiaftical policy, or in civil policy as far as 
It is relative to this. Hiftorical monuments of this 
fort are in every man's hand , the fads are fufii- 
ciently verified , and the entire fcenes lie open to 
our obfervation : even that fcene of folemn refined 
banter exhibited in the council of Trent, impofes 
6h no man who reads Paolo , as well as Palla- 
viciNi , and the letters of Vargas. 

A view of the civil government of Europe in 
the beginning of the fixteenth century. 

I. In France. 

c A VERY little higher need we go, to pbfervc 
thofe great changes in th^ civil conflitutions of the 
principal nations of Europe, in the partition of 
power among them , and by confequence in the 
whole fyftem of European policy, which have 
operated fo ftrongly for more than two centuries , 
and which operate ftilL I will not affront tlie 
memory of our Henry the fcventh fo much as to 
compare him to Lewis the eleventh : and yet I 
perceive fome refemblance between them ; which 
would perhaps appear greater, if Philip of Corn- 
mines had wrote the Hiftory of Henry as well as 
that of Lewis; or if my lord Bacon had wrote 
that of Lewis as well as that of Henry. This 
prince came to the crown of England a little be- 
fore the clofe of the fifteenth cejntury : and Lewis 
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began his reign in France 'about twenty years 

fooner. Thefe reigns make remarkable periods in 

the hiftories of both nations. To reduce the power, 

privileges, and pofilffions of the -nobility , and to 

increafe the wealth and authority of the crown, 

was the principal objcdl of both. In this their 

fuccefs was fo great, that the conftittitions of the 

two governments have had', fince that time, more 

.refemblance , in name and in form than in reality, 

to the conftitutions that prevailed before. Lewis 

the eleventh was the firft, fay the French', "qui 

.** mit les rois hors de page. " . Tbe independency 

of the nobility had rendered the ftate of his. pre* 

deceffors very dep'^ndent, .and th?ir power pre*- 

carious. They were the fovereigns of great vaffals ; 

but thefe vaflals were fo powerful, that one of 

them was fometimes able$ and two or three of 

them always, to give law to the fovereign. Before 

Lewis came to the crown, the.Englifli had been 

driven out of their poffeflGons of France , by the 

poor charadler of Henry the fixth , the domeftic 

troubles of his reign ». and the defedion of the^ 

houfe of Burgundy from bis alliance, much nlQrc 

than by the ability of Charles the feventh,, who 

feems to have been neither a greater hero nor a 

greater politician :than Henry the fixth ; and even 

than by the vigor and union of the French. nob i-^ 

lity in his fervice. After Lewis came to the crown , 

Edward the fourth made a fliow of carrying the 

war again into France ; but he foon returned home , 

and your lordfhip will not be at a lofs to find 

inuch better reafons for his doing fo , in the 

K3 " 
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fituation of his affairs and the cbaradlers of his 
allies, than thofe which Philip of Commines 
draws from the artifice of Lewis ^ from his good 
cheer, and his penfions. Now from this time oiir 
pretenfions on France were in effedl given up: 
and Charles the bold, the laft prince of the houfc 
of Burgundy, being killed, Lewis had no vaffal 
able tp moleft him. He re- united the dutchy of 
Burgimdy and Artois to his crown , he acquired 
Provence by gift, and his fon Britany by marriage : 
and t^us France grew , in the courfe of a few 
years, into that great and compad body which 
vre behold at this time- The Hiftpry of France, 
before this period , is like that of Germany , a 
complicated hiftory of feveral ftates and feveral 
interefts ; fometimes Qoncurring like members oiF 
the fame monarchy; and fometimes warring on 
one another. Since this period , the hiftory of 
France is the hiftory of one ftate under a more 
uniform and orderly government ,» the hiftory of 
^monarchy wherein the prince is poffcffor of fome, 
as well as lord of all the great fiefs : and , the 
authority of many tyrants centring in one, thougli 
the people are not become more free, yet the wbol* 
fyftem of domeftic policy is entirely changed. Peace 
at home is better fecured , and the nation grown 
fitter to carry war abroad. The governors of great 
provinces and of ftrong fortreffei have oppofed 
their king, and t^ken arms againft his authority 
and commiflion fmce that time: but yet there is 
no more reffcmblance between the authority and 
pretenfions of thefe governors, or the nature and 
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occafions of thefe difputes, and the authority and 
pretcnfions of the vaflals of the crown in former 
days , or the nature and occafions of their difputes 
■with the prince and with one another ^ than there 
i$ between the ancient and the prefent peers of 
France. In a word, the conilitution is £b altered ^ 
that any knowledge we can acquire about it, ia 
the hiftory that precedes this period , will fervc to 
little purpofe in our ftudy of the hiftory that 
follows it, and to lefs purpofe ftill in affifting ni 
to judge of what pafTes in the prefent age/ The 
kings of France fince that time, more^mafters at 
home, have been able to exert thcmfelyes more 
abroad: and they began to do fo immediately; 
for Charles the eighth, fon and fuccefTor of 
Lewis the eleventh , formed great defigns of foreign 
conquefts , though they were difappointed by his 
inability , by the levity of the nation , and by othet 
caufes. Lewis the twelfth and Frakcis the firfi;, 
but efpecially Francis, meddled deep in the affairs 
of Europe: and though the fuperior genius of 
FERDilffAMO called the catholic, and the ftar of 
Charles the fifth prevailed againft them, yet the 
efforts they, made Ihow fiifficiently how the ftrength, 
and importance of this monarchy wcreincreafed in 
their time. From whence we may date Jikewife 
the rivalfhip of the houfe of France , for we inay 
reckon that of Valois and J;hat of Bourbon as one 
upon this occafion, and the houfe of Auftria; that 
continues at this day, and that has coft fo much 
blood md £o much treafure in the courfe of it. 

K4 
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11. Ill E N G L A N O. . 

Though the power and ijifluence of the nobility 
fank in the great change that began under Henry 
thefeventh in England, as they did in ttat which 
began under Lewis the eleventh in France; yet 
the new cbnflututions that thefe changes produced 
were very different. In France the lords alone 
loft, the iking alone gained ; the clergy, held then: 
poflefliohs and their immunities, and the people 
remained in a: ftate of mitigated flavcry. But in 
England the people gained as well as the crown. 
The commons had already a ihare in the legifla- 
ture ; fo that the power and influence of the lords 
being broken by Henry thefeventh, and the pro- 
perty of the commons increafing by the ikle that 
bis ion made of church -lands, the power of the 
latter ^ increafed of courfe by this change, in a 
conftitution, the forms whereof were favorable 
to them. The union ^ of the rofes put an ciid 
to the civir wars of York and Lancafter, that 
had fucceedcd thofe we commonly call the ba- 
rons wars, and the humor of warring in France, 
that had lafted near four hundred years under 
the Normaos and Plantagenets for . plunder as 
well as conqueft, was ,fpeht. Our temple of 
Janus was (hut by HIbnrV the feventh. We 
^either laid wafte our own nor other countries any 
longer: and wife laws and a wife governmeiit 
changed infenfibly the manners , and gave a new 
taxti to the fpirit of our people, ^c were no 



Digitized by' 



GoQgle 



Of the Stttdy of Histort. 13/ 

longer the free-boaters we had been. Our nation 
maintained, her reputation in arms whenever the 
public intereft or the public authority required it; 
.but war ceafed to be , what it had been , our 
principal and almbft Qur fole profeflton. The artsi 
of peace prevailed among us. . We became 
hufbandmen, manufadurers , and merchants, and 
we emulated neighbouring nations in literature. 
It is from this time that we ought to fkudy the 
hiftory of our country^ my lord, with the utpaoft 
application. We are not^muqh concerned to. knovr 
with critical accuracy what were the apcipnt forms 
of our parliaments , concerning which , however , 
there is little room for difpute from the reign of 
vHenry the third at leaft; nor in fliort the whole 
fyftem of our civil conftitution before Henry thcf 
feventh , and of our ecclefiaftical conftitution before 
Henry the eighth. But he who has not ftudied 
and^ acquired a thorough knowledge of then^ 
both , from thefe periods down to the prefent 
time , in all the variety of events by which they 
have been affeded, will be very unfit to judge 
or to take care of . either. Juft as little are we 
concerned to know, in any nice detail, what the 
condudl of our princes , relatively to their neigh- 
bours on the continent, was before this period^' 
and at a time when the partition of power and a 
multitude of other gircumftances rendered the 
whole political fyftem of Europe fo vaftly different 
from that which has exifted fince. But he whq 
has not traced this condudl from the period we 
fix, down to the prefcnt^age, wants a principal 
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part of the knowledge that every Engliflh miniRct 
of ftatc (hould have. Ignorance jn the , refpe<fls 
here fpoken of is the lefs pardonable, becaufe 
we have more, and more authentic, means of 
information concerning thi^ , than concerning any 
other period* Anecdotes enow to glut the curiofity 
of fome perfons, ^nd to filence all the captious 
cavils' of others, will never he furnifbed by any 
portion of hiftory J nor indeed can they accordii>g 
to the nature and courfe of human affairs: hut 
he who is content to read and obferve, like a 
fenator and a ftatefman, will find in our own 
and in foreign hiftorians as much information as 
he wants , concerning the affairs of our ifland , 
her fortune at home and her condud abroad « 
from the fifteenth century to the eighteenth. I 
refer to foreign hiftorians , as well as to our own , 
for this fcries of our own hiftory; not only 
becaufe it is reafonable to fee in what manner the 
hiftorians of other countries have related the 
tranfadions wherein we have been concerned, 
and wbat judgment they have made of our 
condufl:, domeftic and foreign, but for another 
ireafon Irkewrfe. Out nation has fiirnifhed as ample 
and as important matter, good and bad, for 
hiftory, as any nation under the fun : and yet we 
jmuft yield the palm in writing hiftory moft cer- 
tainly to the Italians and to the French , and , I 
fear , even to the Germans: The only two pieces 
of hiftory we have, in any refpcft to be compared 
with the ancient, are, the reign of Henry the 
feventh -by njty lord Bacon, and the Hiftory > of 
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our civil war in the Jaft century by your noblfe 
anceftor my lord chancellor Clarendon. But 
vre have no general hiftory to be compared with 
fome of other countries ; neither have we , which 
I lament much more , particular hiftories , except 
the ^wo I have mentioned , nor writers of memo-* 
rials, nor coUedlors of monuments and anecdote^, 
to vie in number or in merit with thofe that 
foreign nations can boaft ; from C o M M I N E sf , 
GuicciARDiN, Du Bellay, Paolo , Davila., 
Thuakus , and a multitude of others, dowft 
through the whole period that I propofe to your 
lordfliip. But although this be true to our Ihame; 
yet it is true likewife that we want no neceflary 
means of information. They lie open to our in- 
duftry and our difcernment. Foreign writers are 
for the moft part fcarce worth reading when they 
fpeak of our domeftic aflfairs : nor are our Efiglifa 
writers for the moft part of greater value wheA 
they fpeak of foreign affairs. In this mutual defeift^ 
the writers of other countries are, I think, more 
cxcufable than ours : for the nature of our govern^ 
snent, the political principles in which we artf 
bred , our diftind intereft as iflanders , and the 
complicated various interefts' and humors of ou^ 
parties, all thefe are fo peculiar to ourfelves. 
and fo different from the notioris, manners ana 
habits of other nations , that it is not wonderful 
they Ihould be puzzled or flbould fall into error, 
"whert they undertake to give relations of event* 
that refult from all thefe , or to pafs any judgn>ent 
upon them. But all thefe biftorians are mutuaWj^ 
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. defective, fo they mutually fupply each other*8 
drfeds. We muft compare them therefore, make 
ufe of our difcernment, and draw our conclufions 
from both. If we proceed in this manner, we have 
an ample fund of hiftory in our power , from whence 
to colle(^ fufBcient authentic information ; and \¥e 
xnuft proceed in this manner, even with our own 
hiftorians of different religions, feds, and parties, 
or run the rifk of being mifled by domcftic 
Ignorance and prejudice in this cafe , as well as by 
foreign ignorances and prejudice in the other. 



m. In Spain and the Empire. 

SpaiK figured little in Europe till the latter part 
of the fifteenth century; till Caftile and Arragon 
were. united by the marriage of Ferdikand and 
Isabella; till the total expulfion of the Moors, 
and till the difcovery of the Weft-Indies. After 
this , not only Spain took a new form , . arid gre.tr 
into immenfe power ; but, the heir of Ferdinand 
and ISABELLA, being heir likewife of the houfes 
of Burgundy and Auftria, fuch an extent of domi* 
pion accrued to him by all thefe fuccefflons, aod 
fuch an addition of rank fxnk authority by his 
eledion to the empire , as no prince had been 
inafter of |n Europe from the days of Charles 
the great ' It is proper to obferve here how tb.c 
pplicy of the Germans altered in the choice of an 
crnperor , becaufe the effects of this alteration have 
teen great. When RopoLPHUS of Habfturgh was 
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ehofen in the year one thoufand two hundred and: 
feventy, or about that time, the poverty and the 
low eftate of this prince, who had been marflial 
of the court to a king of Bohemia, was an induce* 
ment to eled him. The diforderiy and lawlefc 
Rate of the empire made the princes of it in thofe 
days unwilling to have a more powerful head. But 
a contrary maxim took place at this era : ChaR'- 
LES the fifth and Francis the firft, the two moft 
powerful princes of Europe, were the fole candi« 
dates s for the eledlor of Saxony , who is faid to 
have declined , was rather unable to ftand in com- 
petition with them ; and Charles was chofenby 
the unanimous fuffrages of the eledoral college if 
I miftake not. Another Charles , Charles the 
fourth , who was made emperor illegally enough 
on the depofition of Lewis of Bavaria, and about 
.one hundred and _^fifty years before , feems to 
me to have contributed doubly to eftablifh this 
maxim ^ by the wif#con(litutions that he procured 
to pafs , that united the empire in a more orderly 
form and better fyftem of government; and by 
alienating th^ imperial revenues to fuch a degree, 
that they were no longer fufficient to fupport an 
emperor who had not great revenues of his own. 
The fame maxitn and other circumftances haye 
. concurred to keep the empire in this family ever * 
fmce , as it had been often before ; and this family 
having large dominions in the empire, and larger 
pretenfions, as well as dominions, out of it , the 
other ftates of Europe, France, Spain and £Qglan4 
particularly, have been more concerned fince this 
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]beriod ia the affairi of Germany , than they Were 
before it : and by confequence the hiftory of Ger- 
inany, from the beginning of the fifteenth century, 
is of importance, and a neceOary part of thai 
knowledge which your lordfliip defires to ac* 

. The Dutch commonwealth was not formed till 
near a centmy later. But as foon as it was formed, 
liay even whilft it was forming, thefe provinces, 
that were loft to obfervation among the many that 
compofed the dominions of Burgundy and Auftria^ 
became fo confidernble a part of the political 
fyftem of Europe , that their hiftory muft be ftu* 
died by every man who would inform himfelf of 
this fyftem. 

Soon after this ftate had taken being , others of 
a more ancient original began to mingle in thofe 
difputcs and wars, thofe councils, negociations, and 
tieaties, that are to be the principal obie(fts of 
your lordftiip's application in ^e ftudy of hiftory. 
That of the northern crowns defervcs your atten- 
tion little , before the laft century Till the ele(aion 
ofFR£0£Rlc the firft to the crown of Denmark, 
and till that wonderful revolution which the firft 
GusTAVUs brought about in Sweden , it is nothing 
more than a confufed rhapfody of events , in which 
the great kingdoms and ftates of Europe neither 
had any concern, nor took any part From the 
time I have mentioned , the northern crowns have 
turned their counfels and their arms often fouth- 
.\vards , and Sweden particularly , with prodigious 
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To what purpofc {hould I trouble your lordihip 
with the mention of hi(lorie$ of other nations? 
they are either fuch as have no relation to the 
knowledge you would acquire « like that of the 
Poles , the Mufcovites , or the Ttirks ; or they are 
fuch as , having an occafional or a.fecondary rela- 
tion to it , fall (rf courfe into your fchcrte ; like 
the hiftory of Italy for inftance, which is fometimes 
a part of that of France , fometimes of that o( 
Spain , and fometimes of that of Germany. The 
thread of hiflory, that you are to keep, is that of 
the nations who are and muft always be concerned 
in the fame fcenes of adion with your own. Theft 
are the principal nations, of the weft. Things that 
have no immediate relation to your own country^ 
or to them , are either too remote , or too minutei^ 
to employ much of your time : and their hiftory 
and your own is, for all your purpofes^ the wholt 
hiftory of Europe. 

The two great powers, that of France and that 
of Auftria, being formed, and a rivallhip eftablifhed 
by confequence between them ; it began to be th« 
intereft of their neighbours to oppofe the ftron^eft 
and moft enterprifing of the two, and to be the 
ally and friend of the weakeft. From hence arofe 
the notion of a balance of power in Europe, oa 
the equal poize of which the fafety and tranquillity 
of all muft depend. To deftroy the equality of this 
balance has been the aim of each of thefe rivals 
in his turn : and to hinder it from being deftroyed, 
by preventing too much power from falling into on« ^ 
fcale, has been the principle of all the wife councils ' 
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of Europe, relative to France and to the boufe of 
'Auftria, through the whole period that began at 
the era we have fixed, and fubfifts at this hour. 
To make a careful and jufl obfervation, therefore, 
of the fife and decline of thefe powers, in the two 
laft centuries and in the prefent; of the projeds 
which their ambition formed ; of the means they 
employed to carry thefe projedls on with fuccefs^ 
of the means employed by others to 'defeat them; 
of the iffue of all thefe endeavours in war and in 

. negociation; and particularly, to bring your obfcr- 
vations home to your own country and your own 
ufe, of the condudt that England held, to her 
honor or di(honor, to her advantage or diiadvan- 
rag6 , in every one of the numerous and important 
conjundures that happened — ought to be the 
principal fubjeft of your lordfliip's attention in read- 
ing and refleding on this part of modern hiflory. 
Now to this purpofe you will find it of great 
ufe , my lord , when you have a general . plan of 
the hiflory in your mind, to go over the whole 
again in another method ; which I propofe to be 
this. Divide the entire period into fuch particular 
periods as the general courfe of affairs will mark 
out to you fufficiently , by the rife of new con- 
jundures , of different fchemes of condudt , and of 
different theatres of adlion. Examine this period of 
hiftory as you would examine |i tragedy or a 
comedy ; that is , take firfl the idea or a general 
notion of the whole, and after that examine every 
a^ and every fcene apart. Confider them in them- 

'* felves, and confider them relatively to one another. 

Read 
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Read this hiftofy as ydu would that of any anient 
period; but ftudy it afterwards, as it would rtot 
be worth your while to ftudy the other.;, nay as 
you could not have in your power the nuc^n^ pi 
ftudying the other , if the ftudy was really wottti 
your while* The former part, of, this period 
abounds in great hiftorians : and the latter «»p:arfe is 
fo modei'n, th^teven tradition is ^authentic enough 
to fupply the want of good hiftory, if yre are 
airious to inquire , and if we hearken to the living 
with the fame impartiality and freedom of jutlgment 
as we read the dead : and he that do^s one will do 
the other. The whole period abounds in memorials , 
in collcdbions of public adls and monuments of 
private letters , and of treaties. All thefc muft come 
into your plan of ftudy , my lord : many not to 
be read through , but all to be confulted and com- 
pared. Th^y muft not lead you , I think , to your 
-inquiries ; .but your inquiries muft lead you tQ 
them. By joining hiftory and that which we call 
the materia hiftorita together in this manneri and 
by drawing your information from both , your 
lordlhip will acquire not only that knowledge, 
which many have in fome degref, of the great 
tranfadions that have paffed , and the great events 
that have happened in Europe during this period, 
and of their immediate and obvious caufes and 
confequences ; but your lordfhip will acquire a 
much fuperior knowledge , and fuch a one as very 
few men poffefs almoft in any degree, a knowledge 
of the true political fyftem of Europe during this 
time. You i^ill fee it.ia its primitive principles , 

L 
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In the conftitiitioiis of governments, the fitiiation$ 
of 'Countries, their national and true interefts, the 
chaiiaa^rB and the religion of people, and other 
-permanent circumftanccs. You will trice it through 
•alJits fluduations, and obfervc how the objeds 
vary feldom , but the means perpetually, according 
to the different characters of princes and of thofc 
'\<^ho govern; the difierent abilities of thofe who 
ferve; the courfe of acci/dents, and a multitude of 
other irregular and contingent circumftanccs. 

The particular periods into which the whole 
period fhould be divided , in my opinion , are thefe. 
I. From the fifteenth to the end of the fixteenth 
century. 2. From thence to the Pyrenean treaty, 
gfs From thence down to the prefent time. 

Your lordfliip will find this divifion as apt and 
3S proper, relatively to the particular hiftories of 
England, France, Spain, and Germany, the principal 
nations, concerned, as it is relatively to th« general 
hiftory of Europe. 

The death of Queen Elizabeth , and the acccf- 
fion'of king James the firft, made a vaft alteration 
in the government of our nation at home , and in 
hercondudl abroad, about the end of the firft of 
thefe periods. The wars that religion occafioned, and 
ambition fomented in France, through the reigns 
of Francis the Lcond , Charles the ninth , Henk Y 
the third , and a part of HtNRY the fourth , ended: 
and the furies of the league were crufhed by this 
great prince, about the fame time. Philip the 
fecond of Spain marks this period lil ewife by his 
death, and by the exhaufted condition in which 
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lie left the monarchy he governed: which took 
the lead no longer in difturbing the peace of 
mankind, but adcd a fecond part in abetting the 
bigotry and ambition of Fekdinano the fecond 
and the third. The thirty years war that dcyafted 
Germany did not begin till the eighteenth year 
of tbefevcnteenth century, but the feeds of it^>yere 
fowing fome time before, and even at the end of 
the fixteenth. Fkkoinand the firft and Maximi- 
L1A.N had fhown much lenity and moderation in 
the difputes and troubles that arofe on account of 
religion. Under Rodolphus and Matthias , as 
thefucceffion of their coufinFfirtDiNAND approach- 
ed, the fires that were covered began tqfmoke and 
to fparkle: ^nd if the war did not begin with this 
century, the preparation for it, and the expedation 
of it did. 

The fecond period ends in one thoufand fix 
hundred and fixty, the year of the reftoration of 
Charles the fecond to the throne of .Englaqd ; 
when our civil wars, and all the diforders. which 
Cromwell's ufurpation had produced, were over; 
and therefore a remarkabje point of time, with 
refped to our country. It is no lefs remarkable 
with refped to Germany, Spain, and France. 

As to . Germany ; the ambitious projeds of the 
German branch of Auftria had been entirely de- 
feated, the peace of the empire had been reftorcd , 
and alniofi: a new conflitution formed , or an old 
one revived, by the treaties of Weftphalia; nay 
the imperial eagle was not only fallen, but her 
wings were clipped. 
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As to Spain; the Spanifli branch was fallen as 
low twelve years afterwards, that is, in the year 
one thoufand fix hundred anci fixty. Philip the 
feconti left his fucceffors' a ruined monarchy; He 
left them fomething worfe; he left them his exam- 
' pie and his principles of government, founded in 
ambition ; in pride, in ignorance, in bigotry, and all 
the pedantry of ftate. I have read fomewhere or 
t>ther, that the war of the Low Countries alone 
coft him , by his own confeffion , five hundred and 
fixty-four millions, a prodigious fum in what fpecies 
foevcr he reckoned. Philip the third and Philip 
the fourth followed his exarhple and his principles 
of government, at home and abroad. At home, 
there was much form, but no good order, no 
ceconomy,* nor wifdom of policy in the ftate. The 
church continued to devour the ftate, and that 
monfter the iriquifitioh to difpeople the country, 
even more than perpetual -war, and all the numer- 
ous' colonies that Spain had fent to the Weft- 
!ndie<: for your lordfhip will find that Philip 
the third drove more than nine hundred thoufand 
Morifcoes out of his dominions by one edidl, with 
fuch circumftances of inhuii^anity in the execution 
of it , as Spaniards alone could exercife , and that 
tribunal who had provoked this unhappy race to 
revolt, could alone approve. Abroad, the conduft 
of thefe princes was direded by the fame wild 
fpirit of ambition : rafli in undertaking though 
flow to execute, and obftinate in purfuing though 
unable to fuceeed, they opened a new fluice to let 
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out the little life and vigor that remained in their 

monarchy. Philip the fecond is faid fo have been 

piqued againft his uncle Ferdinand, for refiifing 

to yield the empire to him on the abdication of 

Charles the fifth. Certain it is , that as much as 

he loved to difturb the peace of mankind, and tq 

meddle in every quarrel that had the appear^nc^ 

of fupporting the Roman , and opprefling every 

other church, he meddled little in the affairs of 

Germany. But , Feruinand and Maximilian, 

dead, and the offspring of Maximilian, extind, 

the kings of Spain efpoufed the interefts of th^ 

other brancl;! of their family ,1 entertained remote 

views of ambition in favor of their own branch , 

even on that fide , and made all the enterprifes of 

FsRDiNANO of Gratz, both before and after hi^ 

elevation to the empire, the common cauie of thq 

houfe of Auftria. What conppleted their ruin wa$ 

this : they knew not how to lofe, nor when to 

yield. ^They acknowledged the independency of 

the Dutch commonwealth , and became the allies 

of their ancient fubjeds at the treaty of Munfter: 

but they would not forego their ufurped, claim oi^ 

Portugal , and they perfifled to carry on fingly the 

war againft France. Thus they were reduced to 

fuch a lownefs of power as can hardly be parallele4 

in any/ other cafe : and Philip the fourth wa§ 

^obliged at laft to conclude a peace , on terms 

repugnant to his inclination , to that of his people^* 

to the intercft of Spain , and to that of all Europe^ 

in the Pyrenean treaty.. 
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As to France ; this xra of the entire fall of the 
Spanifli power is likewife that from which we 
may reckon that France grew as formidable, as 
we have feen her, to her neighbours, in* power 
and pretenfions. HtNRY the fourth meditated great 
defigns, and prepared to adl a great part in Europe, 
in the very beginning of this period, when Ra- 
VAILLAC ftabbed him. His dcfigns died with him, 
and are rather gueffed at than known ; for furely 
thofe which hishiftorian Perefixe and the com- 
piler of Sully's memorials afcribe to him , of a 
Chriftian commonwealth, divided into fifteen ftates, 
and of a fenate to decide all differences, and to 
maintain this new conftitution of Europe, are too 
chimerical to have been really his : but his general 
defign of abafmg the houfe of Auftria , and eftab- 
lilhing the fupefior power in that of Bourbon, 
w^s taken up, about twenty yearsr after his death, 
by RlCHLLiEU , and was purfued by him and by 
Mazarin with fo much ability and fuccefs, that 
it was affedled entirely by the treaties of Weflphalia 
and by the Pyrenean treaty : that is , at the end of 
the fecond of thofe periods I have prefumcd to 
propofc to your lordfhip. 

When the third , in which we now are , will 
end , and what circumftances will mark the end 
of it, I know not : but this I know, that the 
great events and revolutions, which have happen- 
ed in the courfe of it, intereftus ftill more nearly 
than thofe of the two precedent periods. I intend- 
ed to have drawn up an elenchus or fummary of 
the three, but I doubted, on further refiedion, 
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•whether my memory would enable mc to do it 
vrith exadnefs enough: and 1 faw that, if I was 
able to do it, the dedudion would be immeafur- 
ably long. Something of this kind however it may 
be reafonable to attempt, in fpeaking of the laft 
period: which may hereafter occafion a further 
trouble to your lord(hip. 

But to give you fome breathing- time, I will 
poftpone it -at prtfent, and am in the mean while. 



My lord. 

Your, &c. 
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A flcetch of the ftatc and hiftory of Europe from 
the Pyreaean treaty in one tboufaod fix hundred 
and fifty- nine, to the year one thaufand fix 
hundred and eighty -eight. 



X H E firft obfervation 1 (bail make on this third 
period of modern liiftory is , that as, the ambition 
of Chahles the fifth, who united the whole for- 
midable power of Auftria in hirafelf, and the reftlefs 
temper , the ^cruelty , and bigotry of Philip the 
fecond , were principally objedls of the attention 
and foHcitude of the councils of Europe, in the 
firft of thefe periods; and as the ambition of Fer- 
dinand the fecond, and the third, who aimed at 
nothing Icfs than extirpating the proteftant intereft, 
and under that pretence fubduing the liberties of 
Germany, were objedls of the fame kind in the 
fecond : fo ian oppofition to the growing power of 
France, or to fpeak more properly, to the exorbitant 
ambition of the houfe of Bourbon , has been the 
principal affair of Europe , during the greateft pare 
of the prcfent period. The defign of afpiring to 
univerfal monarchy was imputed to Charles the 
fifth , as fopn as he began to give proofs of his 
ambition and capacity. The fame defign was im- 
puted to Lewis the fourteenth, as foon as be 
began to feel his own ftrength , and the weaknefs 
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of his neighbours. Neither of thefc princes was 
induded , I believe, by the flattery of his courtiers, 
or the apprehenfions of his ;id vcrfaries , to entertaia 
fo chimerical a defign as this would have been, 
even in that falfe fenfe wherein the word univerfal 
is fo often underftood : and I miftake very much 
if either of them was of a charader, or in circum« 
ftances , to undertake it. Both of them had ftrong 
defires to raife their families higher, and to extend 
their dominions farther; but neither of them had 
that bold and adventurous ambition which makes 
a conqueror and a hero. Thefe apprehenfions 
however were given wifely, and taken ufefully. 
They cannot be given nor taken too foon when 
fuch powers as thefe arife; becaufe when fuclj 
powers as thefe are beficged as it were early, by 
the common policy and watchfulnefs of their 
neighbours , each of them may in his turn of 
ftrength fally forth , and gain a little ground ; bu^ 
none of them will be able to pufli their conquefl^ 
far, and much lefs to confummate the entire projedl^ 
of their ^bition, Befides the occafional oppofi^ 
tion that was given to Charles the fifdi by our 
Henry the .eighth, according to the different, 
moods of humor he w^s in; by the popes, accord,- 
ing to the feveral turns of their private intereftj 
and by the princes of Gei^many according to thf 
occafiohs dr pretences that religion or civil liberty 
furnilhed, be had from his firft fetting out a riv^ 
and an enemy in Francis the firft, who did nof 
maintain bis caufe "in forma pauperis," if I may 
ufe fuch an cxprcflBon ; as we have feen tht houfc 
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of Auftria fue, in our days, for dominion at the 
gate of ivery palace in turope. Francis the firft 
was the principal in his own quarrels, paid his 
own armies, fought his own battles; and though 
his valor alone did not hinder Charles the fifth 
from fubduing all Europe , as Bayle , a better 
philologer than politician, fomewhere affcrts, but 
a multitude of other circumftances eafily to be 
traced in hiftory; yet he contributed by his vic- 
tories, and even by his defeats, to wafte the ftrength 
and check the courfe of that growing power. Lewis 
the fourteenth had no rival of this kind in the houfe 
of Auftria, nor indeed any enemy of this import-^ 
ance to combat, till the prince^ of Orange became 
king of Great Britain : and he had great advan^ 
tages in many other refpecfls , which it is neceflary 
to confider in order to make a true judgment on 
the affairs of Europe from the year one (houfand 
fix hundred and fixty. You will difcover the firft 
of thefe advantages, and fuch as were produdlive 
of all the reft, in the condud of Richelieu and 
of Mazarin. Richelieu formed the grtat defign, 
and laid the foundations; Mazarin purfued the 
defign, and raifed the fuperftrudure. If I do not 
deceive tnyfelf extremely, there are few pafTages 
in hiftory that deferve your lordfhip's attention 
more than the condud that the firft and greateft 
of thefe minifters held, in laying the foundations 
I fpeak of. You will obferve how he helped to 
embroil affiairs on every fide, and to keep the 
boufe of Auftria at bay as it were, how he enter- 
ed into the quarrels of Italy againft Spain, into 



Digitized by 



Google 



Let 7* and State of E u R o P E. 155I 

that concerning the Valteline, and that concerning 
the fucceffion of Mantu? ; without engaging fo 
deep as to divert him from another great objoft 
of his policy, fubduing Rochelle and difarming 
the Huguenots. You will obferve how he turned 
himfelf, after this was done, to flop the progrefs of 
FiiRDiNAND in Germany. Whilft Spain fomented dit 
contents at the court and diforders in the kingdom 
of France, by all poffible means, even by taking 
engagements with the duke of Rohan , and for 
fupporting the proteftants; Richelieu abetted the 
fame intereft in Germany againft Fekdinand ; and 
in the Low Countries againft Spain. The emperor 
was become almoft the mafter in Germany. Chris- 
Tl/iN the fourth, king of Denmark, had been at 
the head of a league , wherein the United Provin* 
ces, Sweden, and Lower Saxony entered , to op^ 
pofe his progrefs : JDut Chris r ian had been defeated 
by Tilly and Valstein, and obliged to con- 
clude a' treaty at Lubec, where Ferdinand gave 
him the law. It was then that GusxAVUji Adol- 
PHUs, with whom Richelieu made an alliance, 
entered into this war, and foon turned the fortune 
of it. The French minifter had not yet engaged 
his mafter openly in the war ; but when the Dutch 
grew impatient , and threatened to renew their truce 
with Spain , unlefs France declared; when the king 
ofSwuDEN was killed, and the battle of Nord*' 
lingen loft ; when Saxony had turned again to th^ 
fide of the emperor, and Brandenburgh and fo 
niany others had followed this example , that 
Heffe almoft alone perfifted in the Swedifh alliance ; 
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then Richelieu engaged his mader, and profited 
of every circumftance which the conjundure afford- 
ed, to engage him with advantage. For, firft, he 
.had a double advantage by engaging fo late : tha( 
of coming frefh into the quarrel againft a wearied 
and almoft exhaufted enemy ; and that of yielding to 
the impatience of his friends , who, prefTed by their 
neceflities and by the want they had of Ffance ^ gave 
this minifter an opportunity of laying thofe claims 
and eftablifhing thofe pretentions, in all his treaties 
with Holland , Sweden , and the princes and ilates 
of the empire, on which he had projeded the future ' 
aggrandizement of France. The manner in which 
he engaged , and the air that he gave to his en; 
gagement, were advantages of the fecond fort, 
advantages of reputation and credit ; yet wer^ 
thefe of no froal^ moment in the courfe of tb^ 
^ar , and operated ftrongly in favor of h ranee 9^^ 
he defigned they Ihould , even after his death , 
and at and after the treaties of Weftphalia. Hq 
yarniOied ambition with the moft plaufible and 
popular pretences. The eledor of Treves had 
put himfelf under the protedion of France : and, 
if I remember right, he made this ftep wheii th^ 
emperor could not proted him againft the SwfedeSi 
!whom he had reafon to apprehend. No matter .^ 
the governor of Luxemburgh was ordered to 
furprife Treves, and to feize the eledor. He 
executed his orders with fuccefis, and carried this 
prince prifoner into Brabant, RiCHhLi^feU feized 
the lucky circumftance ; he reclaimed the eledor : 
^nd on the refufal of the cardinal infant, the war 
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was declaiPed. France, ybu fee, appeared the 
common friend of liberty, the defender of it in 
the Low Countries againftthe king of Spain, and 
in Germany againft the emperor, as well as the 
protedlor of the princes of the erripire, many of 
whofe eftates had been /illegally invaded, and 
whofe perfons were no longer fafe froni violence 
even in their own palaces. All thefe appearances 
>vere kept up in the negociations at Munfter, 
where Mazarin reaped what Richelieu had 
fowed. The demands that France made for 
hcrfelf were very great; but the conjundure was 
favorable , and (he improved it to the utmofl. No 
figure could be more flattering than her's, at the 
head of thefe negociations; nor more mortifying 
than the emperor's through the whole courfe of 
tlie treaty. The princes and ftates of the empire 
had been treated as vaffals by the emperor: 
France determined them to treat with him^n this 
occafion as fovereigns , and fupported them ih this 
determination. Whilft Sweden feemed concerned 
for the proteftant intereft alone, and Ihowed no 
other regard, as flie had no other alliance ; France 
affefted to be impartial alike to the proteftant and 
to the papift, and to have no intereft at heart but 
the common intereft of the Germanic body. Her 
demands were excefTive, but they were to be 
• fatisfied principally out of the emperors patrimo- 
nial dominions. It ' had been the art of her 
niinifters to eftabliQi this general maxim on many 
particular experiences , that the grandeur of France 
^as a real, and would be a conftant fecurity to 
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the rights and liberties of the empire againft the 
emperor: and it is no wonder therefore, this 
i:naxim prevailing, injuries, refentments, and 
jeaioufies being frefli on one fide, and fervices, 
obligations, and confidence on the other, that the 
Germans were not unwilling France Ihould expend 
her empire on this fide of the Rhine, whilft 
Sweden did the fame on this fide of the Baltic. 
Thefe' treaties, and the immenfe credit and influ- 
ence that France had acquired by them in the 
empire, put it out of the power of one branch of 
the houfe of Auftria to return the obligations of 
afliftance to 'the other , in the war that continued 
between France and Spain, till the Pyr^nean 
treaty. By this treaty the fuperiority of the houfe 
of Bourbon over the houfe of Aufl:ria was not 
only completed and confirmed , but the great 
d^fign of uniting the Spanifl) and the French 
monarchies under the former* was laid. 

Tlie third period therefore begins by a great 
change of the balance of power in Furope, and 
by the profpedl of one much greater and more 
fatal. Before I defcend into the particulars I intend 
to mention, of the courfe of affairs, and of the 
political condudl of the great powers of Europe 
in this third period; give me leave to caft my 
eyes once more back on the fecond The refledlion 
1 am going to make feems to me important, and, 
leads to all that is to follow.. 

The Dutch made their peace feparately at 
'IVIunfl:er with Spain, who acknowledged then the 
Sovereignty and independency of their common- 
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wealth. The French , who had been , after our 
Elizabeth , their principal fupport , reproached 
them feverely for this/treach of faith. They 
excufed themfelves in the beft manner , and by 
the beft reafons y they could'. All this your 
lordihip will find in the monuments of that 
time. But I think it not improbable that they 
had a motive you will not find there , and 
which it w^s not proper to give as a reafon or 
cxcufe to the French. Might not the wife men 
amongfl them confider even then , befides the im- 
mediate advantages that accrued by tbi^ treaty to 
their commonwealth , that the imperial power was 
fallen ; that the power of Spain was vaftly reduced,; 
that the houfe of Auftria was nothing more thaa 
the (hadow of a great name , and that the houfe of 
Bourbon was advancing , by large ftrides , to t 
degree of power as exorbitant, and as formidably 
as that of the other family had been in the handi 
of Charles the fifth, of Philip the fecond, anc^ 
lately of the two FERomANDS ? Might they not 
forefee, even then, what happened in the courfq 
of very few years , when they were obliged , foi^ 
their own fecurity , to affift their old enemies thci 
Spaniards againft their old friends the French? I 
think they might. Our Charles tlie firft was no 
great politician , and yet he feemed to difcern that 
the balance of power was turning in favor of 
France , fome years before the treaties of Weftpha- 
lia. Herefufedto be neuter, and threatened to uke 
part with Spain, if the French purfued the defiga 
of befieging Dunkirk and Crayeline, according 
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to a concert taken betweea them and the Dutch, 
and in purfuance of a treaty for dividing the 
Spanifli Low Countries , which Richelieu had 
negociated. Cromwell either did not difcern 
this turn of the balance of power, long afterwards 
when it was touch more vifible; or, difcerningit, 
lie was induced by reafons of private intereft to 
ad agiainft the general intereft of Europe. Crom- 
well joined with France againft Spain, and 
though he got Jamaica and Dunkirk, he drove 
the Spaniards into a neceffity of making a peace 
with France , that has difturbed the peace of the 
'world almoft fourfcore years, and the confequences 
of which have well-nigh beggared in our times the 
(nation he enflaved in his. There is a tradition, I 
'liave heard it from perfotis who lived in thofe 
^ays, and I believe it came fromTniyiLOE, that 
(Cromwell was in treaty with Spain , and ready 
*to turn his arms againft France when he died If 
khat fadl was certain , as little as I honor his memo- 
/ry , I ibould have fome regret that he died fo 
Vfoon. But whatever his intentions were . we muft 
'charge the Pyrenean treaty , and the fatal confc- 
'quences of it in great meafure to his account. The 
Spaniards abhorred the thought of marrying their 
Infanta to Lewis the fourteenth. It was on this 
point that they broke the negociationLioNNE had 
begun: and your lordfliip will perceive, that if 
they refumed it afterwards , and offered the mar- 
riage they had before rcjeded , GkOMWIiLL-s league 
with France was a principal inducement to this 
alteration of their rcfolutions. 

The 
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; TJie precifc :ppint at whit^.b* tbc fc^Ies of 'poorer 
turn like that of the folftice in either tropic, i$ 
ixnperceptibk iocqimmon obfervation: apd, in one 
cafe as in theK>ther, fom^ prog^-efs muil;be:aia(le{ , 
in the new direftion, before the change is pergeiv-* 
ed. They who. are in the finking fcale^ for in the 
political balance of power., unlike to M others^ 
the fcale that is .empty finks, and that which 19 
full rifes ; they :W-h<> are in the finking fqale, do 
not eafily come off from the habitual prejudices 
of fuperior wealth, or power, or flcill, djr .coupi^^ 
nor from the confidence that thefc prejudices in- 
fpire.. They who are in the rifipg fcule do not 
i^mediatejy feel their ftrength, nor ^(Tudoe thac 
confidence in it, which foccefoful e?:pexicsi^e givest 
then^ afterwards* They who are tfce m0ft cpQcerni^ 
?<i to wacch>ibe v^riatiqnj ^i this balance, inif- 
iudge- oft^n in the fan?e npjainner^ j^nd frOm thti 
fame pveju^icgs. They continue to xlread a povrfit 
BO longer aWe to hurt them , or tjh.ey co^tinilP ta 
have no .apprehenfiftns of a ,p.ower that grow^ 
daily njor^ /ojmid^ibie. Spavin verified the fi/ii ob-r 
feryatioo :»t the end of ihejfecand perio<i * ^.beo g 
pro.ud and poof,. and enterpri&ng ai>d ff^bJiej/fbc 
ftijl . thought beifelf ^ match for Prance- Fnmco 
verified the fecond. obfervation ati.the Jbegiiining 
of }the third . period, when the. triple »lli?inc0 
ftopped the progrcfs pf her ar*B$, which ^llianpef 
jnoucb iBorc confidcirabje w^re • not af>je to effedt 
j^fterwards. The other principal ppwers of Europe, 
JQ their turns, hav^ verified the third gbferyation 
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Ih both^ it^s parts , through the whole courfe of 
this period. 

When Lewis the fourteenth took the admi^ 
iiiftration of affairs into his own hands , about 
d>e year Onte thoufand fix hundred and fixty, he 
was in the prime of his age , and had , what 
princes feldom have, the advantages of youth and 
thofe of experience together. Their education 19 
generally bad; for which reafon royal birth, thut 
gives a right to the throne among other people, 
gave an abfoiute exclufion from it among the 
Mammelukes. His was, in all refpeAs, except one^ 
is bad as that of other princes. He jelled fome« 
times on his Own ignorance i and there Were ochef 
defeds iti his charai^er^ Owing to his education ^ 
which he did not fee. Btkt Mazarin had initiate 
ed him betimes into the myfteries of his policy* 
He bad (een a great part of thofe foundations laid, 
on which he was to raife the fabric of his future 
grandeur: and as Mazarin finiifaed the Work that 
RiCHELiEtJ began , he had tKe leflbns of one, and 
the examples bf both ^ to inftru<2 him. He had 
acquired habits oJ^ fecrecy and method, in bufinef$ $ 
€^ referve^ difcretion, decency, and dignity, iii 
behaviour. If he was not the greateft king, he 
was the befi ador of majeily at leafl, that ever 
filled a throne. He by no means wanted that 
courage which is commonly called bravery, though 
the want of it was impirted to him in the midft 
of his greateft triumphs : nor that other courage « 
lefs oftentatious and more rarely found, calm^ 
ilcady, perfevering refolutioa; which ftcms to 
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artfc lefs from the temper of the body, and is 
therefore called courage of the mind. He had them 
both moft certainly, and I could prodqce unquef* 
tionable anecdotes in proof. He was, in one word; 
much fuperior to any prince with whom he had 
to do, when he began to govern. He was fur* 
rounded With great captains bred in former wars, 
and with great minifters bred in the fame fcbool. 
a^ himfelf. They who had worked under Mazarin^ 
wotked on the fame plan under him; and as they 
had the advantage of genius and experience pvet 
moft of the minifters of other countries , fo they 
had another advantage over thofe who were equ^ 
or ^fuperior to themt the advantage of fcrving a 
matter whofe abfoliite power was eftabli0iedi and 
the advantage of a fituation wherein they niighe 
exert their whole capacity without Gontradidioni 
over that, for inftancej wherein your lordfbip'f 
great -grand ^father was placed, at the lame tipie^ 
in.England, andJoHK pB Wit in Holland. Among 
tbefe minifters, CoLBERT miift be mentioned pmtf> 
ticularly upon this occafion ; becaufe it was he who 
improved the Vrealth, and consequently the power 
of France Extremely, by the ord^r he put into, 
the finances j and by the,encoUragement he gave 
to trade and manufadures. The foil, the climate^ 
the fituation of France, the ingenuity, theinduftry^ 
the vivacity of her inhabitants are fuch; (he has 
fo little want of the pirodud of other countfies^ 
and other countries have fo many real or imagi* 
nary wants to be fupplied by het; that when fha . 
is not at war with ail her neighbour^, \^hea her 
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domedic quiet is pre&rved and any tolerable admi- 
laiftration of government prevails , ihe niufl: giow 
xich at' the expenfe of tbofe v^ho trade, and 
ftvcn of thofe who do not open a trade , with her. 
Her baubles » her modes, the follies and extra- 
vaganx:ics of her luxury, coft England , about the 
time we are fpeaking of, little lefs than eight 
fcundred thoufand pounds fterling a year, and other 
pdXionsi in their proportions. Col^ert made the 
tnoft of all thefe advantageous circumftances, and 
f^btlft he filled the national fpunge, he taught his 
fucceffors how to fqufeeze it ; a fecrct that he 
jrepcntcd^ having difcovered, they f;^y, when he 
faw the inamcnfc fums that were neceffary to 
fuppjy the growing magnificence of his mafter. 
r This ^ was the charadcr of Lewis the fourteenth, 
find this was the ftate of his kingdom at the begin- 
jniug of the prcfcnt period. If his power was great, 
ln9 pretentions were flill greater. He had renounced, 
^nd, tbe Infanta with his confent had renounced, 
4ill right to the fucceffion of Spain, in the ftrongeft 
Cerms that the precaution of the councils of IVdadrid 
t^ould contrive. No matter; he confented to thefe 
renunciations , but your lordfhip will find by the 
kUers of Mazarin, and by other memorials, that 
he^adedon the contrary principle, from the firft, 
:wbich he avowed fobn afterwards. Such a power, 
and fucb prctenfions, Ihould have given, one 
^otild think , an immediate alarm to the reft of 
£urope« Phixif the fourth was broken and decayed, 
like the monarchy he governed. One of his fon* 
liicd:^.^ i jeraember, during the negociatioas that 
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preceded the year one thoufand fix hundred and 
fixtjr : and the furvivor, who was Charles the 
fecond, rather languiQied, than lived, from the 
cradle to the grave. So dangerous a contingency, 
therefore , as the union of the two monarchies of 
France and Spain, being in view forty years toge- 
ther ; one would imagine that the principal powers 
of Europe had the means of preventing it conftantly 
in view during the fame time. But it was other- 
wife.. France aded very fyftematically from the 
year one thoufand fix hundred and fixty , 'to the 
death of king Charles the fecond of Spain. She 
never loft fight of her great objcd , the fpcceffion 
to. the whole Spanifli monarchy; and (he accepted 
the will of the king of Spain in favor of the 
duke of Anjou. As fhe never loft fight of her 
great objed; during this time , fo fhe loft no op< 
portunity of increafing her power , while Ihe 
waited for that of fucceeding in her pretenfions. 
The two branches of Auftria were in no condi- 
tion of making a confiderable oppofition to her 
defigns and attempts. Holland, who of all other 
powers was the moft concerned to oppofe them , 
was at that time under two influences that hindered 
her from purfuing her true intcreft. Her true 
intereft was to have ufcd her utnioft endeavours 
to unite clofely and intimately with England on 
the reftoration of king CHARL£^. She did the 
v^ contrary, John de Wi r , at the head of 
the Louveftein fadlion , governed. 7"he intcreft 
of his party was to keep the boufe of Orange 
down; he i courted therefore the fricndfliip of 
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France , and negledled that of England. The 
alliance between our nation and the Dutch was 
renewed , I think , in one thouiand fix hundred 
and fixty-two ; but the latter had made a defenfivc 
league yith France a little before , on the fuppofi* 
tion principally of a war with England. The war 
became inevitable very foon. Cromw£LL had 
chaftifed them for their ufurpations in trade , and 
the outrages and cruelties they had committed; 
but he had not cured them. The fame fpirit con- 
tinued in the Dutch , the feme refentments in th^ 
EngliO) : and the pique of merchants became the 
pique of nations. France entered into the war on 
the fide of Holland ; but the little afliftancd (be 
gave the Dutch fhowed plainly enough that her 
intention was to make thefe two powers waftc 
their ftrength againft one another, whilft Ihe extend- 
ed her conquefts in the Spanifli Low Countries. 
Her invafion of thefe provinces obliged Db Wit 
to change his condud. Hitherto he had been 
attached to France in the clofeft manner , had 
led his republic to ferve all the purpofes of France, 
and had renewed with the marfhal D'Estrades a 
projcd of dividing the Spanifh Netherlands between 
France and Holland , that had b?en taken up for- 
merly, .when RiCHELiRU made ufe of it to flatter 
their anibition , and to engage them to prolong 
the war againft Spain. A projcdl not unlike to 
that which was held out to them by the famous 
preliminaries, and the extravagant barrier -treaty, 
lo one thoufand feven hundred and nine ; and which 
Wgaged them to continue a war on the principle 
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cf ambition, into which they had entered with 
•more reafonaKle and more moderate views,^ 
. As the private interefts of the two De Wits 
hindered that commonwealth from being on her 
guard , as. early as fhe ought to have been, againft 
France; fo the miftaken policy of the court of 
England, and the (hort views ^ and the profufe 
temper of the prince who governed , gave grea* 
adyanuges to Lewis the fourteenth in the purfiut 
of his defigns. He bought Dunkirk : and your 
lordfhip knows how great a clamor was raided oa 
that pqfcafion againft your noble anceftor; a§ if he 
alone had been anfwerable for the meafure, and his 
intereft had been concerned in it. I have heard ow 
late friendi Mr-^ Geqrge Clark, quote a witnefs,^ 
who was quite unexceptionable, but I cannot recal 
liis name ^t prefent,^ who, many years ifter all 
thefe tranfadlion? , and the death of my lord Cla- 
KENOON^ affirmed, that the earl of Sanowich: 
had owned to him , that be himfelf gave his opi- 
jpion, among many others, officers, and minifters, 
for felling Dunkirk. Their reafons could not be 
good, I prefume to fay; but fevei;al„ that might 
be plaufibk at that time , are eafiJy gu^ffed* A 
prince like king Charles , who would have made 
as many bad bai:gains as any youag fpendthrift;, 
for money, finding himfelf thus. backe<I, w^ may 
affure ourfelves ,. was p.ei:emptorily detern^ined te 
,fell : and whatever your great-.granrf'^father s dpioioa 
was, this I am able ta pronounce upon njiy owa 
experience^ that his treaty for the faJe is. ho proof 
lie was of opinion to fell. When the reCbtutioa of 
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iellittg was onte taken, tb wborii could the fate h^ 
made? To the Dutch ? No. This meafure would 
have been at kaft as impolitic, and, in that mo- 
ment, perhaps more odious than the other. To thd 
Spaniards ? They were unable to buy : and , a^ 
low' as their po\Ver Nvas funk, the principle ot 
oppofing it ftill prevailed. I have fometiraes 
thought that the Spaniards, who were forced to 
make peace with Portugal , and to renounce aH 
claim to that crown, four or five years afterwards', 
might have been induced to take tl?is refolutioft 
then , if the regaining Dunkirk without' any 
cxpenfc had been a condition propofed to them ; 
and that the Portuguefe , who, notwithftandiog 
. their alliance with England and the indirect fuc* 
cours that France afforded them , were little, able', 
after the treaty efpccially, to fupport a war againft 
Spain , might have been induced to pay the pricfe 
of Dunkirk , for fo great an advantage as imme- 
diate peace with Spain, and the extinftion of all 
foreign pretences on their crown. But this fpecu- 
lation concerning events fo long ago pafTcd is not 
much to the purpofe here. I proceed therefore to 
obferve, thatnotwithftanding the fale of Dunkirk, 
and the fecret » leanings of our court to that of 
France, yet England was firft to take the alarm-, 
when Lewis the fourteenth invaded the Spanifh 
Netherlands in one thoufand fix hundred and fixty- 
feven : and the triple alliance was the work of aii 
Engliih riiinifter. It was time to take this alarm; 
for from the moment that the king of France 
^lairticd ft right to the cottnty of Burgundy , the 
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dutchy of Brabant, and other portions of the Low 
Countries ag^ devolved on his queen by the death 
of her f^fcif* Philip the fourth, he pulled off thd 
mafk entirely. Volcimes were written to eftablifli , 
and to refute this fuppofcd right. Your lordfhij^ 
no doubt v^p Jook into a coiitroverfy that has 
employed fo many pens and fo many fwordsi and 
I believe you will think it was fufficiently bold iit 
the French , to argue from cuftoms , that regulated 
the courfe of private fucceffions in certain provin- 
ces , to a right of fucceeding to the fovereignty 
of thofc provinces ; and to affcrt the divifibility oF 
theSpanilh monarchy, with the fame breath with 
which they aflerted the indivifibility of their own; 
although the proofs in one cafe were juft as good 
as the proofs in the other , and the fundamental 
law of indivifibility *was at leaft as good a law in 
Spain, as either this or theSalique law was in France. 
But however proper it might be for the French and 
Auftrian pens to enter into long difcuffions, and 
to appeal, on this great occafion, to the reft of 
Europe; the reft of Europe had a fhort objedlion to 
make to the plea of France, which no fophifms; 
no quirks of law, could evade. Spain accepted tht 
renunciations as a real fecurity : France gave thent 
as fuch to Spain , and in cffedl to the reft of Europe^ 
If they had not ^^n thus given , and thus taken, 
the Spaniards woBh not have married their Infanta 
to the king of France, whatever diftrefs they 
might have endured by the prolongation of the 
war. Thcfe renunciations were renunciations of all 
rights whatfoever to the whole Spanilh monarchy; 
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and to every part of it. The provinces claimed by 
France at this time were parts of it To claim 
them , was therefore to claim the who||^ ; for if 
the renunciations were no bar to the rights accruing 
to Mary Theresa on the death of her father 
Philip the fourth , neither could|||t]|fy be any to 
the rights that would accrue to her and her chil- 
dren, on the death of her brother Charles the 
(econd ; an unbealthful youth 9 and who at this 
snflant was in immediate danger of dying; for to 
all the complicated diftempers he brought into the 
world with him , the fmall-pox was added. Your 
lordihip fees how the fatal contingency of uniting 
the two monarchies of France and Spain fbured 
mankind in the face ; and yet nothing , that I can 
remember, was done to prevent it : not fo much 
as a guaranty given, or a declaration made to aflert 
the validity of thefe renunciations, and for fecuring 
the cflFed of them. The triple alliance indeed {top- 
ped the progrefs of the French arms , and produced 
the treaty of Aix la Chapellc, But England , Swe^ 
den , and Holland , the contracting powers in this 
alliance , feemed to look , and probably did look, 
jio farther. France kept a great and important pari 
of what (he had furprifed or ravifted, ®r pur» 
chafed ; for we cannot fay with any propriety that 
flie conquered ; and the Spaniards were obliged to 
fet all they faved to the aqcclpb of gain. The 
German branch of Auftria had been reduced very 
low in power and in credit under Ferdinand the 
third , by the treaties of Weftphalia , as 1 hav« 
feid already, ^Lewis the fourteenth nptainta^ned, 
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during many years, the influence thefe treaties had 
given him among the princes and ftjltes of the 
empire. The famous capitulation made at Fraitkfort 
on the election of Leopold, who fucceeded-FgR^ 
DIN AND about the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and fifty -feven, was encouraged by the intrigues 
of France : and the power of France was looked 
upon as the fole power that could ratify and fecuro 
cffedually the obfervatiori of the conditions then 
made., The league of the Rhine was not renewed 
I believe after the year one thoufand fix, hundred 
and fixty-fix; but though this league was not 
renewed , yet fome of thefe princes and dates 
continued in their old engagement with France: 
whilft others took new engagements on particular 
occaflbns , according as private and . fometimes 
very paultry interefts , and the emiffaries of France 
in all their little courts , difpofed them. In fbort 
the princes of Germany Ih owed no alarm at the 
growing ambition and power of Lk WIS the four-^ 
teenth, but contributed to encourage one, and to 
confirm the other. In fuch a ftate of things the 
German branch was little able to aflift the Spanifh 
branch againft France, either in the war that ended 
by the Pyrenean treaty, or in that we are fpeaking 
of here , the fhort war that began in one thoufand 
fix hundred and fixty-feven, and was ended by 
the treaty oj Aix la Chapelle , in one thoufand fix 
hundred and fixty-eight. But it was not this alone 
that difabled the emperor from acting with vigor 
in the caufe of his family then, nor that has 
Tendered th^ houfe of Auftria ^ dead weight upoa 
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all her allies ever fiitce. Bigotry, and its infcparablo 
companion, cruelty, as well as the tyranny, and 
avarice of the court of Vienna, created in tbofe 
days, and has maintained in ours, almoft a perpe- 
tual diverfion of the imperial artns from all effedlual 
oppofitiqn to France. 1 mean to fpeak of the trou^^ 
bics in Hungary. Whatever they became in their 
progrcfs , they were caufed origmally by the 
ufurpations and perfecutions of the emperor : and 
when the Hungarians were called rebels firft, they 
were called fo for no other reafon than this , that 
they would not be flaves. The dominion of the 
emperor being lefs fupportable than that of the 
Turks , this unhappy people opened a door to 
the latter to ihfeft the empire , inftead of making 
their country what it had been before, a lHarrier 
:igainft the Ottoman power. France became a fiirc, 
though fecret ally of the Turks, as well as the 
Hungarians, and has found her account in it, by 
keeping the emperor in perpetual alarms on that 
fide, while Ihc has ravaged the empire and the 
Low Countries on the other. Thus wefaw, thirty-^ 
two years ago, the arms of France and Bavaria in 
poffelBon of Paffau, and the malecontcnts of Hun- 
gary in the fuburbs of Vienna. In a word*, when 
Lewis the fourteenth made the firft. effay of hij 
power, by the war of one thoufand fix hundred 
and fixty-fcven, and founded, as if were, the 
co^incils of Europe concerning his pretcnfions on 
the Spanifh fucceffion, he found his power to be 
great beyond what his neighbours or even he per- 
haps, thought it : great by the wealth , and greater 
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by the united fpirit of his people ; greater ftill by 
the ill policy, and divided intcreftp that governed 
thofe who had a fiipcrior common intereft tp 
oppofe him. He found that the tncmbefs of the 
triple alliailce did not fee, or feeing, did not think 
proper to own that they faw, the injufticc, 4n4 
the confequcncc of his pretenfion.s. They content- 
ed tbemfelves to give to Spaia an aft of guaranty 
for fecuring the execution ,of the treaty of Aix la 
Chapelle. He knew evea then how ill the guaranty 
would be obferved by iwo of them at leaft , by 
England and by Sweden. The tr^^ity itfelf vrs^ 
nothing more than a compofipon beiweea th^ 
bully and the bullied. Towrnay, and JLifle, an4 
Douay , and other places that I haye forgpt, wicne 
yielded to him: and he rcftored the county of 
Burgundy, according to the option ,that Spaip 
made, againft the intereft and expedtation too of 
the Dutch, when an option was forced upon her. 
The king of Si?ain compounded for his poffeflion : 
but the emperor compounded at the fajne time foff 
his fucccffiou, by a privat(e eventual treaty q£ 
partitioQ, which the commander of Gr^mohvi ll|! 
^nd the count of Aversberq figned at VieBija. 
The fame LeopOLJD, who exclaimed fo loudly, ia 
one thoufaod fix Jbundrcd and ninety-eighty againft 
ftny partition of the Spanifh mpnarchy, and refufed 
to fubnnit to that which ,England and Hollan4 
had then made , made one hix3gifelf in pne »tboufan4 
fix hundred and fixty- eight, with fo little regard 
to thefe two powers, that the whole, ten provin- 
ces )ver.e thrown into the lot of Frapct. 
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There is nb tdom td Vrondcr if fuch experience 
ias Lewis the fourteenth had upon this occafion, 
tind fuch a face of affairs in £urope, raifuig his 
hopes, taifed his ambition r and if, in making 
peate at Aix la Chapelle, he meditated a new 
Virar j the War of one thoufand fix hundred and 
feventy-tWo; the preparations he made for it, by 
liegdciations in all parts, by alliances wherever 
he found ingrcflion, and by the incrcafe of his 
forces, were equally proofs of ability, induftry^ 
and power. I fhall not defcend into thefe par^- 
ticblars : your lordflbip will find them pretty, wcU 
detailed in the memorials of that time. But one of 
the alliances he made I mud mention, though I 
mention it with the utmoft regret and indignation. 
England was fatally engaged to ad a part in this 
confpiracy againft the peace and the liberty of 
Europe , nay, againft her own peace aind her own 
liberty; for a bubble's part it was, equally wicked 
and impolitic. Forgive the terms I ufe, my lord, 
iione can be too. ftrong. The principles of the 
triple alliance, juft and wife, and worthy of a 
king of Eiigltod , were laid afide. Then , the 
J)rogre]rs of the French arms was .to be checked, 
the teti provinces Were to be faved , and by faving * 
them, the barrier of Holland was to be prcferved* 
Now, we joined our counfels and our arms to 
thofe of France , in a projedt that could not be 
tarried on at all , as it was eafy to forefee , and 
as the event fhowed^ unlefs it was cajrried on 
againft .' Spain ,, the emperor, and moft of the 
princQS of Germs^ny ^ as well as the Dutch j andi 
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which could not be carried on fuccefsfuUy, Vrith* 
4Dut leaving the ten provinces entirely at th<^ 
mercy of France and giving her pretence and 
opportunity of ravaging the empire, and extending 
her conquefts on the Rhine. The medal of VaH 
Beuninghen, smd other pretences that France 
took for attacking the dates of the LOw Countries 
were ridiculous. They impofed on no one : and 
the true objeift of Lewis the fourteenth was 
manifeft to all. But what cbuld a king of England 
mean ? Charles the fecond had reafons of refent* 
ment againft the Dutch, and jufl: ones too na 
doubt Among the reft^ it was nbt eafy for him 
to forget the affront he had luffered , and the lofs 
he had fui):ained, when, depending on the peace 
that was ready to be figned, and that was figiied 
at Breda in July, he negleded to fit out his fleet; 
and when that of HoUand, commanded by 
RuYTERj with Cornelius De Wit on board 
as deputy or comtfliflioner of the dates, burnt his, 
ihips at Chatham in June. The famous perpetual 
edid, a^ it was called but did not prove in the 
events againft the eledion of a iladtholder^ which 
John De Wit promoted, carried, and obliged 
the prince of Orange to fweaif to maintain a 
very few days after the concktfion of the peace at 
Breda, might be another motive in the breaft oj^ 
king Charles the fecdnd: as it was certainly a 
pretence of revenge on the Dutch, or at leall oil 
the De Wits and the Louveftein fadion, that 
ruled .almoft defpotically in that commonwealth/ 
But it is plain that Jttither thefe reafons, j90| 
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ctliers of a more ancient date , determined him to 
this alliance vnth France; fuice he contfaded the 
triple alliance within four or five months after the 
two events , I have mentioned , happened. What 
then did he mean ? Did be mean to acquire one 
of the feven provinces , and divide them , as the 
Pptch had twice treated for the divifion of the 
ten, with France? I believe not; but this I 
believe » that his inclinations were &vorable to 
the popilh intereft in general , and that he meant 
to make himfelf mor^ abfolute at home ; that he 
thought, it nccefiary .to tliis end to bumble the 
Putcht to reduce ^hcir power, and perhaps to 
chajnge the form of their government : to deprive 
bis fubjeds of the correfpondcnce with ^ neigh- 
bouring proteftant and free ftate, and of all hope 
pf fuccour and fupport from thence in their 
oppofition to hirp: in a word. to abet the defigns 
pf France on the continent, that Fran^ce might 
abet his defigns on bis own kingdom. This, I 
fey, I believe ; and this 1 flbould venture to affirm, 
tf I had in my hands to produce, and was at 
liberty to quote , the private relations I have read 
formerly, drawn upby diofe who were no enemies 
tp fuch defigns, and on the authority of thofe 
vhP were parties to them. But whatever king 
Ch^rlas the Cecond meant, certain it is that his 
coodudl e(labli{hed the fuperiority of France in 
Jj^urope. 

^ . But this charge , however, muft not be confined 
t.p him alone. Thpfe who were nearer the danger, 
thofe ,who wer$ cnpofed to the inunediate attacks 
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of France , and even thofe who were her rivals 
for the fame fucceflion, having either affifted her, 
or engaged to remain neuter , a ftrange fatality 
prevailed , and produced fuch a conjundure as 
can hardly be paralleled in hiftory. Your lordfliip 
will obferve with aftonilhment even in the 
beginning of the year one thoufand fix hundred 
and fcventy-two, all the neighbours of France 
adling as if they had nothing to fear from her, 
arid fome as if they had much to hope , by helping 
her to opprefs the Dutch and fharing with her 
the fpoils of that commonwealth. " Delenda eft 
" Carthago/' was the cry in England, and feemed 
too a maxim on the continent. 
: In the courfe of the fame year , you will obferve 
that all thcfe powers took the alarm, and began 
to dnite in oppofition to France. Even England 
thought it time to interpofe in favor of the Dutch. 
The confequences of this alarm , of this fuddea 
turn in the policy of Europe, and of that which 
happened by the maffacre of the De Wits, and 
the elevation of the prince of Orange, in the 
government of the feven provinces, favcd thefe 
provinces , and ftopped the rapid progrefs of the 
arms of France. Lewis the fourteenth indeed 
furprifed the feven provinces in this war, as he 
had furprifed the ten in that of one thoufand fix 
hundred and fixty-feven, and ravaged defencelefs 
countries with armies fufficient to conquer them, 
if they had been prepared to refift. In the war 
of one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-two, he 
had little lefs than one hundred and fifty thoufand 
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men on foot , befidcs the bodies of Englifb 
Swifs , Italians , and Swedes , that amounted to 
thirty or forty thoufand more. With this mighty 
force he took forty places in forty days , impofed 
extravagant conditions of peace , played the 
monarch a little while at Utrecht ; and as foon as 
the- Dutch recovered from their confternation , 
and , animated by the example of the prince of 
Orange and the hopes of fuccour , refufed thefe 
conditions, he went back to Verfailles, and left 
his generals to carry on his enterprife: which they 
did with fo little fuccefs, that Grave and Maeftricht 
alone remained to him of all the boafted conquefts 
he had made; and even thefe he offered two years 
afterwards to reftore, if by that conceffion he 
could have prevailed oa the Dutch at that time 
to make peace with him. But they were not yet 
difpofed to abandon their allies; for allies now 
they had. The emperor and the king of Spain 
had engaged in the quarrel againft France , and 
many of the princes of the empire had done the 
fame; not all. The Bavarian continued obftinatc 
in his neutrality, and to mention no more, the 
Swedes made a great diverfion in faVor of France 
in the empire; where the duke of Hanover abetted 
their defigns as much as he could, for he was a. 
zealous partifan of France , though the other prmces 
of his houfe afted for the common caufe. 1 defccnd 
into no more particulars. The war that Ltwis tho 
fourteenth kindled by attacking in fo violent a 
manner the Dutch commonwealth ; and by making 
fo arbitrary an ufe of his firft fuccefs, became gene- 
ral, in the Low Countries, iu Spain, in Sicily^ 
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on the upper and lower Rhine, in Denmark, ia 
Sweden, and in the provinces of Germany belong* 
ing to thefe two crowns; on the Mediterranean^ 
the Ocean, and the Baltic. France fUpporjied this 
War with advantage on every fidet and when yout 
lordfhip confiders in what jnanner it was carried 
onagainft her, you will not be furprifed that fhe 
did fo. Spain bad fpirit, but too little ftrength 
to maintain her power in Sicily, where Meffina 
had revolted; to defend her frontier on that fide 
of the Pyrenees ; and to refift the great efforts of 
the French in the Low Countries. The empire 
was divided ; and , even among the princes who 
adled againft France , there xyas neither union in 
their councils, nor concert in their projedts, nor 
order in preparations, nor vigor in execution: and, 
to fay the truth , there was not, in the whole con* 
federacy, a man whofe abilities could make him 
a match for the prince of Conde or the marfhal 
of TuRENNE; nor many who were in any degree 
equal to Luxemburg, Creq^ui , Schomberg , and 
other generals of inferior note, who commanded 
the armies of France. The lemperor took this very 
time to make new invalions on the liberties o( 
Hungary , and to opprefs his proteftant fubjedts. 
The prince of Orange alone aded with invintiblet 
iirmnefs, like a patriot, ind a hero* Neither the 
fedudions of France nor thofe of England, neither 
the temptations of ambition nor thofe of private 
intereft could n?ake him fwervc from the true 
intereft of his country, nor from the common 
intereft of £urope<» He had raifed more fieges^ 
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SHid loft more battles , it vras faid , than any general 
of his age had done. Be it fo. But his defeats 
were manifeftly due in great mcafure to circuro- 
llances independent on him : and that fpirit, which 
even thefe defeats could not deprefs, was all his 
own. He had difficulties in his own commonwealth ; 
the governors of the Sipanifli Low Countries crofied 
his mcafures foraetimes: the German allies difap- 
pointed and broke them often : and it is not in^ 
probable . that he was .frequently betrayed. He 
was fo perhaps even by SotuCH£S, the imperial 
general: a Frenchman according to Bayle, and a 
peofionerofLouvois according to common report, 
and very ftrong appearances. He had not yet credit 
and authority fufficient to make him a centre of 
union to a whole Confederacy , the foul that animat* 
ed and direded fo great a body. He came to be 
fuch afterwards ; but at the time fpoken of he 
could not take fo great a part upon him. No other 
prince or general was equal to it: and the confe- 
quences of this defedl appeared almoft in every 
operation. France was furrounded by a multitude 
of enemies, all intent to demolifli her power. 
But, like the builders of Babel, they fpoke dif- 
ferent languages: and as thofe could not build, 
thefe could not demohfl^, for want of underftand- 
ing one another. France improved this advantage 
by her arms , and more by her negociations. 
Nimeghen was , after Cologn , the fcene of thefe. 
England was the mediating power, and I know 
not whether our CharlE€ the fecond did. not 
ferve her purpofes more ufefully in the latter , and 
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under the charadker of mediator , than he did or 
could have done by joining his arms to her's, and 
adling as her ally. The Dutch were induced to 
fign a treaty with him, that broke the confederacy, 
and gave great advantage to France r for the pur- 
port of it was to oblige Prance and Spain ta 
make peace on a plan to be propofed to them,' 
and no menti^>n was made in k of the other allies' 
that I remember. The Dutch were glad to get 
out of an expenfive war. France proraifed to 
reftore Maeftricht to them , and Maeftricht was 
the only place that remained unrccoverpd of all 
they had loft. They dropped Spain at Ninlcghen, 
as they bad dropped France at Munfter, but many 
dircumftances concurred to give a much worfe 
grace to their abandoning of Spain, than to theii: 
abandoning of France. I need not fpecify ihcm. 
This only I would obferve : when they made a 
feparate peace at Munfter, they left an ally who 
was in condition to carry on the war alond with 
advantage, and they prefumed to impofe no terms 
upon him : when they made a feparate peaicc at 
Nhneghen , they abandoned an ally \vho was in 
no condition to carry on the war alone, and who 
was reduced to accept whatever terms the com- 
mon enemy prefcribed In their great diftrefs in 
► onethoufand fik hundred and feventy - three , they 
engaged to reftore IVTaeftrkht to the Spaniards as, 
foon as it fliould be retaken : it was not^^taken, 
and they accepted it for themfclves as the Mjice of 
the feparate peace they made with France.* The 
Dutch had engaged farther , to make neither peace 
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nor truce with the king of France , till that 
prince confented to reft ore to Spain all he had 
conquered fince the Pyrenean treaty. But, far 
from keeping this promife in any tolerable degree, 
Lewis the fourteenth acquired , by the plan im- 
pofed on Spain at Nitneghen , befide the county 
of Burgundy, fo many other countries and towns 
on the fide of the ten Spanifli provinces, that. 
thefe, added to the places he kept of thofe which 
had been yielded to him by the treaty of Aix la 
Chapelle (for fome of little confcquencche reftored ) 
put into his hands the principal ftrength of that 
barrier , againft which we goaded ourfelves almoft 
to death in the laft great war : and made good 
the faying of the mailhal of Schomberg, that to 
attack this barrier was to take the beaft by his 
horns* I know very well what may be faid to 
excufe the Dutch. The emperor was more intent 
to tyrannise his fubjeds on one fide , than to 
defend them on the other. He attempted little 
againft France , and the little he did attempt was 
ill ordered, and worfe executed. The affiftancc 
of the princes of Germany was often uncertain, 
and always expenfxve. Spain was already iad.ebted 
to Holland for great fums ; greater. ftilL .muft be 
advanced to her if the war continued : and expe- 
rience fhowed that France was able , and would 
continue, , to prevail againft her prefent enemies. 
The tripfe league had flopped her progrefs , and 
obliged her to abandon the comity of Rurgundy; 
but'S^eden w^s now engaged in the war on the 
fide of, France, as England had been in the 
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beginning of it: 'and England was now privately 
favorable to her interefts, as Sweden had been in 
the beginning of it. The whole ten provinces 
would have been fubdued in the courfe of a few 
campaigns more; and it was better for Spain and 
the Dutch too , that . part fliould be faved by 
accepting a fort of compofition, than the whole 
be riCkcd by refufmg it. This might be allcdged 
to excufe the condudl of the States General , in 
impofing hard terms on Spain; in making none 
for their other allies, and in figning alone: by 
which fteps they gave France an opportunity that 
Ihe improved with great dexterity of management, 
the opportunity of treating with the confederates 
one by one , and of beating them by detail in the 
cabinet, if I may fay fo, as Ihe had often done 
in the field.. I (ball not compare thefe rjcafons^ 
which were but too well founded in fad, and 
muft appear plaufible at leaft, with other confider- 
ations that might be, and were at the time, 
infifted upon. I confine myfelf to a few obferva- 
tions , which every knowing and impartial man 
muft admit. Your lordfliip will obferve^ firft, 
that the fatal principle of compounding with Lkwis 
the fourteenth, from the time that his pretenfions,. 
his power, and the ufe he made of it, began to 
threaten Europe, prevailed ftill more at Nimeghen 
than it had prevailed at Aix: fo that although he 
did not obtain to the full all he attempted, yet the 
dominions of France were by common confent, on 
every treaty, more and more extended; her bar- 
riers on all fides were more and more ftrengthened ; 
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thofe of her neighbours were more: and more 
weakened; and that power, which was to aflert 
one day, againfl the reft of Europe, the pretended 
rights of the houfe of Bourbon to the Spanifh 
monarchy, was more and more e{la.bli{hed , and 
rendered truly formidable in fuch hands at leaft, 
during the courfe of the firft eighteen years of the 
period. Your lordibip will pleafc to obferve, ia 
the fecond place, that the extreme weaknefs of 
one branch of Auftria, and the miferable condudt 
of both ; the poverty of fome of the princes of 
the empire, and the difunion, and, to fpeak 
plainly , the mercenary policy of all of them ; in 
ihort , the confkied views , the falfe notions , and, 
to fpeak as plainly of my own as of other nations, 
the iniquity of the councils of England , not only 
hindered the growth of this power from being 
flopped in time, but nurfed it up into ftrength 
almoft infuperable by any future confederacy. A 
third obfervation is this: If the excufes made for 
tJie condud of the Dutch at Nimeghen are not 
fufficient, they too muft come in for their iharc 
ia this condemnation , even after the death of the 
De Wits; as they were to be condemned moft 
juftly, during that adminiftration, for abetting and 
favoring France. If thefe excufes, grounded on 
their inability to purfue any longer a war, the 
principal profit of which was to accrue to their 
confederates , for that was the cafe after the yicar 
one thoufand fix hundred and feventy- three-, or 
one thoufand fix hundred and feventy-four, and 
the principal burden of which was thrown on them 
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by their confederates; if thefe arc fufficient, they 
fliould not have aded for decency's fake as well 
as out of good policy , the part they did aA ia 
one thoufand feven hundred and eleven , and one 
thoufand feven hundred and twelve, towards the 
late Queen , who had complaints of the fame khid» 
in a much higher degree and with circumflancef 
much more aggravating , to make of them , of the 
emperor , and of all the princes of Germany ; and 
who was far from treating them and their other 
allies, at that time, as they treated Spain and their 
other allies in one thouland fix hundred and 
feventy- eight Immediately after the Dutch had 
made their peace, that of Spain was figned with 
France. The emperors treaty with this crown 
and that of Sweden was concluded in the following 
year: and Lewis the fourteenth being] now at 
liberty to aflift his ally , whilft he had tied up the 
powers with whom he had treated from afCfting 
theirs, he foon forced the king of Denmark and 
the cledor of Brandenburg to reftore all they 
had taken from the Swedes, and to conclude the 
peace of the north. In all thefe treaties be gave 
the law , and he was now at the higheft point of 
his grandeur. He continued at this point for feveral 
years, and in this height of his power he prepared 
thofe alliances againft it , under the weight of which 
he was at lad well-nigh opprefTed ; and might have 
been reduced as low as the general intereft of 
Europe required, if fome of the caufes, which 
worked now , had not continued to work in his 
favor , and if his enemies , had not proved, in their 
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turn of fortune, as infatiable as profperity had 
tendered him. . 

After he had made peace with all the powers 
vrith whom he had been in war, he continued to 
Vex both Spain and the empire, and to extend his 
conquefts in the Low Countries , and on the 
Rhine , both by the pen and the fword. He 
*re(fled the chambers of Metz and of Brifach, 
where his own fubjedls were profecutors , witneffes , 
and judges all at once. Upon the decifions of 
thefe tribunals , he feized into his own hands , 
under the notions ofdependencies and the pretence 
of reunions, whatever towns ox diftrids of country 
tempted his ambition, or fuited his conveniency: 
and added, by thefe and by other means, in the 
inidft of peace, more territories to thofe the late 
treaties had yielded to him, than he could have 
got by continuing the war. He aded afterwards, 
in the fupport of all this , without any bounds or 
limits. His glory was a reafoh for attacking 
Holland in one thouland fix hundred and feventy 
two, and" his conveniency a reafon for many of 
the attacks he made on others afterwards. He 
took Luxembui'gh by force : he ftole Stralburgh ; 
tie bought Caffal : and , >VhiIfl he waited the 
bpportunity of acquiring to his. family the crown 
bf Spain , he was not without thoughts , nor 
hopes perhaps , of bringing into it the imperial 
crown likewife. Some of the ci^elties he exercifed 
in the empire may be afcribed to his difappoint- 
iment in this view t I faid fome of them , becaufe 
iti the war that ended by the treaty ofNimeghco, 
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he had already exercifcd many. Though the Fretsch 
writers endeavour to Hide over them, to palliate 
them, and to impute them particularly to the 
Engliih that were in their fervice, for even this, 
one of their writers has the fjont to advance: 
yet thcfe cruelties unheard of among civilized 
nations, muft be granted to have been ordered 
by the counfels, and executed by the arms ojf 
France, in the Palatinate, and in other parts. 

If Lewis the fourteenth could have contented 
himfelf with the' acquifitions that were confirmed^ 
to him by the treaties of One thoufand fix hundred 
and feventy- eight, and one thoufand fix hundred 
and feventy -nine, and with the authority and 
reputation. which he then gained ; it is plain that: 
he would have prevented the alliances that were 
afterwards formed againft him , and that he might 
have regained his credit amongfl; the princes of 
the empire , where he had one family-alliance by 
the marriage of his brother to the daughter of the 
eledor Palatine, and another by that of his fon 
to the fifter of the eledor of Bavaria; where 
Sweden was clofely attached to him, and where 
the fame principles of private intereft would have 
foon attached others as clofely. He might have 
remained not only the principal, but the direcfcing 
power of Europe, and have held this rank with* 
all . the glory imaginable , till the death of the 
king of Spain , or fome other objedl of great 
ambition, had determined him to adl another 
part. But, inftead of this, he continued to vex 
and provoke all thpfe >vho wetc; unhappily for 
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them , his neighbours , and that , in many inftances , 

for trifles. An example of this kind occurs to me. 

On the death of the duke of Deux Fonts, be 

feized that little inconfiderable dutchy, without 

any regard to the indifputable right of the king 

of Sweden , to the fer vices that crown had 

rendered him , or to the want he might have of 

that alliance hereafter. The confcquence was, 

that Sweden entered, with the emperor, the 

king of Spain, the eledlor of Bavaria, and the 

States General, into the alliance of guaranty, as 

it was called, about the year one thoufand fix 

hundred and eighty - three , and into the famous 

league of Augfburg, in one thoufand fi^ hundred 

and eighty- fix. 

Since I have mentioned this league, and fince 
we may date from it a more general and a more 
concerted oppofition to France than there had 
"been before ; give me leave to recal fome of the 
reflcdions that have prefented themfelves to my 
mind, in confidering what I have read, and what 
I have heard related, concerning the paffages of 
that time. They will be of ufe to form our 
judgment concerning later paflages. If the king 
of Fra^nce became an objeik of averfion on 
account of any invafions he made , any deviations 
from public faith , any barbarities exercifed where 
his arms prevailed, or the perfecution of his 
proteftant fubjeds; the emperor deferved to be 
fuch an objedl, at leaft as much as he., on the 
fame accounts. The emperor was fo too, but 
with this difference relatively to the political 
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fyfteiri of the weft, the Auftrian ambition and 
bigotry exerted themfelves in diftant countries, 
whofe interefts were not eonfidcred as a part of 
this fyftcm ; for , otherwife there would have been 
as much reafon for aflifting the people of Hungary 
and of Tranfylvania againft the emperor , as there- 
had been formerly for aflifting the people of the 
feven united provinces againft Spain, or as there 
have been lately for aflifting them againft France: 
but the ambition and bigotry of Lewis the 
fourteenth were exerted in the Low Countries, on 
the Rhine, in Italy, and in Spain, in the very 
midft of this fyftem , if I may fey fo , and with 
fuccefs that could not fail to fubvert it in time. 
The power of the houfe of Auftria , that had been 
feared too long , was feared no longer : and that 
of the houfe of Bourbon, by having been feared 
too late, was now grown terrible. The emperor 
was fo intent on the eftablifliment of his abfolute 
power in Hungary , that he expofed the empire 
doubly to defolation and ruin for the fake of it. . 
He left the frontier almoft quite defcncelefs on thie 
fide of the Rhine, againft the inroads and ravages 
of France: and by Ihowing 'no mercy to the 
Hungarians, nor keeping any faith with them, he 
forced that miferable people into alliances with 
the Turk, who invaded the empire and befiegcd 
Vienna, Even this event had no eflfed upon him. 
Your lordfhip will find, that SoBiESKi king of 
Poland, who had forced the Turks to raifc the 
fiege, and had fixed the imperial -croVrn that 
tottered on his head , could not prevail on him 
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to take thofe meafures by which alone it was 
poflible to cover the empire , to fecure the King 
of Spain, and to reduce that power which was 
probably one day to difpute with him this prince's 
fucceffion. Tekeli and the malecontents made 
fuch demands ' as none but a tyrant could 
refufe, the prefervation of their ancient privile* 
gcs , liberty of confcience \ the convocation of a 
free diet or parliament, and others of lefs 
importance. All was in vain. The war con- 
tinued with them , and with the Turks , 
and France was left at liberty to pufh her enter- 
prifes aimoft without oppofition , againft Germany 
and the Low Countries. The diftrcfs in both was 
fo great, that the States General faw no other 
expedient for flopping the progrefs of th^ French 
lirms, than a ceflation of hoflilitics, or a truce of 
twenty yearsi which they negociated, and which 
was accepted by the emperor and the king of 
Spain, on the terms that Lewis the fourteenth 
thought fit to offer. By thcfe terms he was to 
remain in full and quiet pofTeflion of all he had 
acquired fince the years one thoufand fix hundred 
and feventy-eight , and one thoufand fix hundred 
and fevcnty-nine; among which acquifitions that 
of Luxembufgh and that of Stralburgh were Compre- 
hended. The conditions of this truce were fo 
advantageous to France, that all her intrigues 
were employed to obtain a definitive treaty of 
peace upon the fame conditions. But this was nei* 
thcr the intereft nor the intention of the other 
I^Qntrac^ng powers. The imperial arras had been 
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very fuccefsful againft the Turks. This fuccefs , as 
Yrell as the troubles that followed upon it in the 
Ottoman armies, and at the Porte, gave a reafon- 
able expedation of concluding a peace on that 
fide : and, this peace concluded, the emperor, and 
the empire, and the king of Spain would have 
been in a much better pofture to treat with France. 
With thefe views , that were wife and juft , the 
league of Auglburgh was made between the emperor, 
the kings of Spain and Sweden as princes of the 
empire, and the other* circles and princes. This 
league was purely defenfive. An exprefs article 
declared it to be fo: and as it had no oth^ regard, 
it was not only conformable to the laws and con* 
ftitutions of the empire, and to the pradice of all 
nations , but even to the terms of the ad of truce 
fo lately concluded. This pretence therefore for 
breaking the truce feizing the eledorate of Cologne,, 
invading the Palatinate , ' befieging Philipfburgh , 
and carrying unexpeded and undeclared war into 
the empire , could not be fupported : nor is it 
poffible to read the reafous publifted by France 
at this time, and drawn from her fears of the 
imperial power, without laughter. As little pretence 
was there to complain , that the emperor refufed* 
to convert at once the truce into a definitive 
tfeaty; fince, if he had done fo, he would have 
confirmed in a lump, and without any difcuffion, 
all the arbitrary decrees of thofe chambers , or 
courts, that France had ereded to cover her ufurp. 
ations ; aijd would have given up almoft a fixth 
part of the provinces gf the. empire , ^hat Franca 
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one way or other had pofTeOed herfelf of. The 
pretenfions of the Dutcbefs of Orleans on the 
iiicceflion of her father , and her brpther , which 
were difputed by the then eledor Palatine, and 
were to be determined by the laws and cuftoms 
of the empire , afforded as little pretence for begin- 
ning* this war, as any of the former allegations. 
The exclufion of the cardinal of Furstcnberg , 
who had been eleded to the archbilbopric of 
Cologne , was capable of being aggravated : but 
even in this cafe his moft chriftian majefty oppofed 
his judgment and his authority againft the judge- 
ment and authority of that holy father, whofe 
eldefl fon he was proud to be called. In (hort, the 
true reafon why Lewis the fourteenth began that 
cruel war with the empire, two years after he had 
• concluded a cefTatiqn of hoftilities for twenty, was 
this: he refolved to keep what he had got; and 
therefore he refolved to encourage the Turks to 
continue the war. He did this effedually , by 
invading Germany at the very inftant when the 
Sultan was fuing for peace. Notwithftanding this, 
the Turks were in treaty again the following 
year: and good policy fhould have obliged the 
emperor , fince he could not hope to carry on this 
war and that againft France , at the fame time , 
with* vigor and effed, to conclude a peace witn 
the leaft dangerous enemy of the two. The decifion 
of thts difpute with France could not be deferred, 
his defigns againft the Hungarians were in part 
^^ccompliQied, for his fon was declared ^ing, and 
the fettlement of that crown in his family was 

made; 
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made ; aiid the reft of thcfc, as well as thofie thi^ 
he farmed agaihft the 'ttirks, tfaight be deferred. 
But the cbuncils bfVierina jud^d differently, and 
infifted even at this critical moinerlt on the moft 
exorbitant terms ; on fonie of fuch a nature , that 
the Turks ihoVred more humanity and a bettef 
fenfe of religion in rcfufing , than they in afking 
them. Thus the war went on in Hungary, and 
proved a dbnftant diverfion in fevor of France, 
during the SVhole t:otirfe of that which Lewis the 
fourtdcnth begari at this tirtie : for the treaty of 
Carlowitz was pofterior to that of Ryfwic. The 
Empire , Spain , England , and Hblland engaged in 
the tirat tvith France and on themt the emperor left 
the butden of it. In the fliort tvar of one thoufand 
fijc hundred atnd fixty-feven, he'wa^ ndt fo much 
as a party, and inftcad of aflifting the king df 
Spain, which, it muft be owned, he was in n6 
good cfondition of doing, he batrgained for dividing 
that prince's fucceflion, aS I have obferved above. 
In the war of one thbufand fix hundred and fe- 
Venty £Wo he made fome feeble efforts. lii this df 
oiie, thoufand {\1L hundred and eighty eight he did 
ftill lefs : and in the war >^hidh broke out at the 
beginning of the prefent century he did ndthing, 
at leaft after the fifft canipaign in Italy, and after the 
engagements that Efigland arid Holland took by 
the grand aJliance. In a word , ffo'm the time that 
an dppofition to France became a: common caufe 
in Europe , the houfe of Auftria has been a dog 
upon it in many inftances , and of. confiderablef 
affiftance to it in none* The acceflion of England 

o 
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to . this caufe , which was brought about by the 
revolution of one thoufand fix hundred and eighty- 
eight, might hav%made amends, and more than 
amends , one woi^d think , for this defed , and 
have thrown fuperiority of power and of fuccefs 
on the fide of the confederates, with whom {be 
took part againft France. This , I fay , might be 
imagined , without over-rating the power of Eng- 
land , or undervaluing that of France; and it was 
imagined at that time. How it proved otherwife 
in the event ; how France came triumphant out of 
the war that ended by the treaty of Ryfwic , and 
though ihe gave up .a great deal , yet prefer ved 
the greateft and the befl; part of her conqueds 
and acquifitions made fince the treaties of Weft- 
|>balia^ and the Pyrenees; how flie acquired, by 
the gift of Spain , that whole monarchy for one 
.of her princes, though ihe bad no reafon to exped 
the Icaft pjurt of it without a war at one time, 
Oior the great lot of it even by a war at any time; 
in fiiort, how fhe wound up advantageoufly the 
ambitious fyftem* fhe had been fifty years in weav- 
ing ; how (be concluded a war^ in which jQie was 
defeated on every fide, and wholly exhaufted, 
with little diminution of the provinces and barriers 
acquired to France , and with the quiet poffcffion 
of Spain and the Indies to a prince of the houfe 
of Bourbon : all this , my lord , will be the fubjeft 
of your refearches, when. you come down to the 
latter part of the lafl period of modern hillory. 
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l^he fiume fubjed continued from the year one 
thou£md ixx hundred and eighty « eighth 



X o U R lordfbip will find , that the objeds pro* 
pofed by the alliance of One thoufand fix hundred 
and eighty -nine between the emperor and the 
States , to which England acceded, and which 
was the foundation of the whole confederacy then 
formed , were no lefs than to reftore ail things to 
the terms of the Weftphalian and Pyrenean treaties, 
by the war ; and to preferve them in that ftate , 
after the war, by a defenfive alliance and guaranty 
of the fame confederate powers againft France, 
The particular as well as general meaning of this 
engagement was plain enough : and if it had not 
been fo, the fenfe of it would have been fufficiendy 
determined , by that feparate article , in which 
England and Holland obliged themfelves to aflift 
the ^^ houfe of Auftria , in taking and keeping 
" pofleffion of the Spanifh monarchy , whenever 
" the cafe ihould happen of the death of Charles 
" the fecond , without lawful heirs. " This engage- 
A^ment was double , and thereby relative to the 
whole political fyftem of Europe ,. alike afiFeded by 
the power and pretenfions of France. Hitherto th6 
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power of France had been alone regarded, and her 
pretenfions feeined to have been forgot : or to 
what purpofe ftiould they have been remembered, 
whilft Europe was fo unhappily coriftituted , that 
the ftates, at whofe expenfe fhe increafed her 
power, and their friends and allies , thought that 
they did enough upon every occafion if they made 
fome tolerable compofition with her? They who 
were not in circumftances to refufe confirming 
prefent, were little likely to take effedual meafures 
againft future ufurpations. But now, as the alarm 
was greater than ever, by the outrages that France 
had committed , and the intrigues fhe had carried 
on ; by the little regard fhe had fhown to public 
faith, and by the airs of authority Ihe had alTumed 
twenty years together: fo was the fpirit againft 
her raifed to a higher pitch, and the means of 
reducing her power, or at leaft of checking it, 
were increafed. The princes and ftates who had 
negleded or favored the growth of this power, 
which all of them had done in their turns , faw 
their error ; few the ncceflity of repairing it, and 
faw that unlefs they could check the power of 
France, by uniting with a power fuperior to her's, it 
would beimpoffible to hinder her from fuccceding 
in her great defigns on the Spanifh fuccefTion. The 
court of England had fubmitted , not many years 
before, to abet her ufurpations, and the king of 
England had ftooped to be her penfioner. But the 
crime was not national. On the contrary, the^^ 
nation had cried out loudly againft it, even whilft 
it yr2^ committing : an4 as foon as eyejr the abdi- 
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cation of king James , and the elevation of the 
prince of Orange to the throne of England hap»' 
pencd , the nation engaged with all imaginable zeal 
in the conimon caufe of Europe, to reduce the 
exorbitant power of France /to prevent her future 
and to revenge her paft attempts; for evenafpirit 
of revenge prevailed, and the war was a war of 
anger as well as of intereft. 

Unhappily this zeal was neither well conduded, 
nor well feconded. It was zeal without fuccefe in 
the firft of the two wars that followed the year 
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty - eight ; and 
zeal without knowledge , in both of them. I enter 
into no detail concerning the events of thefe two 
wars. This only I obferve on the firft of them, 
that the treaties of Ryfwic were far from anfwering 
the ends propofed and the engagements taken by 
the firft grand alliance. The power of France , with 
refpedl to extent of dominions. and ftrength of 
barrier, was not reduced to the terms of the 
Pyrcnean treaty, no, nor to thofe of the treaty of 
Nimeguen. Lorraine was reftored indeed with very 
confidcrable referves , and the places taken or 
ufurped on the other fide of the Rhine : but theti 
Strafburg was yielded up abfolutely to France by 
the emperor , and by the empire. The conceffions 
to Spain were great, but fo were the conqueft$ 
^nd the encroachments made upon her by France, 
fince the treaty of Nimeguen : and Ihe got little 
^t Ryfwic , I believe nothing rhore than (he had 
faved at Nimeguen before. All thefe conceffions, 
however , as well as the acknowledgment of king 
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William , and others made by Lb wis the four- 
teenth after he had taken Ath and Barcelona , even 
during the courfe of the negociations , compared 
vrith the lofles and repeated defeats of the allies 
and the ill ftate of the confederacy , furprifed the 
generality of mankind , who had not been accuf- 
tomed to fo much moderation and generolity on 
the part of this prince. But the pretentions of the 
hpufe of Bourbon on the SpaniDi fucceflion re- 
mained the fame. Nothing bad been done to 
'yreaken them ; nothing was prepared to oppofe 
them : and the opening of this fucceOion was vifi- 
bly at hand : for CharlBs the fecond had been 
in immediate danger of dying about this time. His 
death could not be a remote event: and all the 
good queen's endeavours to be got with child had 
proved ineffedual. The league diffolved, all the 
forces of the confederates difpcrfcd , and many 
difbanded; France continuing armed, her forces 
by fea and land increafed and held in re^idinefs to 
ad on all fides , it was plain that the confederates 
had failed in the firft objed of the grand alliance; 
that of reducing the power of France ; by fucceedr 
ing in which alone they could have been able to 
keep the fecond engagement , that erf fecuring the 
fucceflion of Spain to the houfe of Auftria. 

After this peace , what remained to be done ? 
In the whole nature of things there remained but 
three. To'abandon all care of the Spaniih fuccef- 
fion was one ; to compound with France upoa 
this fucceflion was another, and to prepare , like 
ter , during the interval olF peace , to make ai^ 
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advantageous wa^ whenever CHAiiLES tbc lecond 
Ibould die , was a third. N9\v' the firft of thefc 
was to leave Spain, au4» in kaving Sp^»j to 
leave all Europe in fpme fort at cbc wercy of. 
France ; fihcc whatever dHpofition the. Spaniards ^ 
ffioqld niake of their crown , they wer^ quite 
unaUe to fupport;it ^gainft France ; fince the 
emperor could do little without his alliance ; and 
fince Bav^iria , the third pretender, oould do ftill 
lefsf , and might iind^ in fuch a ca£e , his account 
perhaps better in treating with the houfeof Bour- 
bon than with that of Auftria* More needs not be 
faid on this. head ; but on the oth^r t\M;p , wbicb 
I fball confider together , feveral fads are proper 
to be mentioned, ^nd fev«r;il refledipns neceffary 
to be made. 

We might have counter- worked , no doubt, in 
thiir own methods of policy , the councils of 
France , who made peace to diflblve tb« oftoiedc- 
racy , and great conceffions , with very ftifpicious 
generofity , to gain the Spaniards : we might kave 
waited , like them , that is in arms , the d^atsH of 
CuARiSs the fccond , and have fortifiedjn the mean 
time the difpofitions pf the king, the court, and 
people of Spain , againft the pretenfions pf France : 
we might have made tbc.pQace, which was made 
feme time after that , between the ertipijroi? and 
the Turks , and have obliged the former :.afc any 
rate to have fecured the peace of Hungaryr and to 
have prepared , by tbcfe and other expedient^ , fw 
the war that would ineyitjibiy breaks out on the 
death pf th^ king of S^WN* 

O4 
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Biit all fuch raeafures were rendered iropradi- 
cable, by the emperor chiefly. Experience had 
ftewn , that the powers who engaged in alliance 
with him rnuft expedt to take the whole burdea 
of his caufe upon tbemfelves ; and that Hungary 
would maintain a perpetual diverfion in favor of 
France , fince he could not refolve to lighten the 
tyrannical yoke he had cftablifhed in that country 
and in Tranfilvania ,' nor his mi^ifters to part with 
the immenfe confifcations they had appropriated 
to themfelves. Faft experience fhowed this : and 
the experience ^ that followed confirmed it very 
fatally. But further, there was not only little 
affiftance to be expedied from him by thpfe who 
fbould engage in his quarrel; he did them hurt of 
another kind , and deprived' them of many advan- 
tages' by falfe meafures of policy and unfldlftil 
negociations. Whilft the death of Charles the 
fecond was cxpeded almoft daily, the court of 
Vienna feemed to have forgot the court of Madrid, 
and all the pretenfions on that crown. When the 
count d'Har RACK was fcnt thither, the imperial 
councils did fomething worfe. The king of Spain 
was ready to declare the archduke' Charles his 
fucceflbr ; he was defirous to have this young 
prince fent into Spain : the bent of the people was 
in favor of Auftria, or it had been fe, and might 
have been eafily turned the fame way again : at 
court no cabal was yet formed in favor of Bour- 
|)oq, and a very weak intrigue was on foot ia 
favor of the eledoral prince of Bavaria. Not 
gply CJai^Ef/f s wight have been on the fpot ready 



Digitized by 



Google 



Let 8. nnd State of E u R o p e. « soi 

to reftp the fucceflion , but a Germaa army might 
have been there to defend it ; for the court of 
Madrid infilled on having twelve thoufand of thefe 
troops , and , rather than not to have them oflFered 
to contribute to the payment of them privately : 
becaufe it would have been too unpopular among 
the Spaniards, and too prejudicial to the Auftrian 
intereft , to have had it known that the emperoT 
declined the payment of a body of his own troops 
that were demanded to fecure that monarchy to 
his fon. Thefe propofals were half refiifed , and half 
evaded i and in return to the offer of the crown 
of Spain to the archduke , the imperial councils 
afked the government of Milan for him. They 
thought it a point of deep policy to fecure the 
Italian provinces , and to leave to England and 
Holland the care of the Low countries, of Spain , 
and the Indies. By declining thefe propofals, the 
houfe of AoOiria renounced in fome fort the whole 
fucceflion : at lead (he gave England and Holland 
reafons , whatever engagements thefe powers had 
taken, to refiife the harder ta(k of putting her 
into poffeflion by force ; when flie might ,.^and 
would not ,, procure to the £nglifli and Dutch, 
and her other allies , the eafier talk of defending 
her in this pofTeflion. 

^ I {aid that the meafures mentioned above were 
rendered impradicable , by the emperor chiefly ^ 
becaufe they were rendered fo like wife by other 
circumftances at the fame conjundure. A principal 
one I fhall mention , and it fhall be drawn from 
the Aatc of our pwn country, and the difpofition 
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of our people. Let us tnke this up from king 
William's acceflion to our crown. During the 
vfhole progrefe that Lewis the fourteenth made 
towards fuch exorbitant power , as gave bim well 
grounded hopes* of acquiring at laft to his family 
thelSpanifli monarchy, England had been either 
an idle fpeftator of all that pafTed on the continent^ 
or a faint and uncertain ally againft France , or a 
'varm atid fure ally on her fide , or a partial mediator 
between her aind the powers confederated in their 
common defence. The revolution produced as 
great a change Jn our foreign condudl, as in our 
domeftic eftablifbment : and our nation engaged 
with great fpirit in the war of one thoufand fix 
hundred and eighty- eight. Rut then this fpirit was 
iraib , prcfumptuous , and ignorant , ill condu^d 
at home , and ill feconded abroad : all which has 
been touched already. We had waged no loog 
wars on the continent, nor been very deeply 
concerned in foreign confederacies, fince the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The hiftory 
of ^nWARO the third, however, and of the firft 
twHdve or fifteen years of Henry the fixth might 
have taught us fome general but ufeful leffons, 
drawn from remote times , but applicable to the 
prefent So might the exaotple of Henry the 
eighth , who fquandered away great fums for the 
profit of taking a town or the honor of having 
an empeforin his pay ; and who divided afterwards 
by treaty the kingdom of France between himfdf 
and CH4KLBS the fifth , with fuccefs (b little 
iinfwerable to flich 90 undertaking , that it is hard 
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to believe . bis imperial and Engliffi msjcfty Vrero 
both in earned. If they were fo , they were both 
the bqbbles of their prefumption. But it feema 
snore likely that Hbnry the eighth was bubbled 
on this occafion by the great hopes that CharlB9 
held out to flatter his vanity: as he had been 
bubbled by his father, in-law Fbrdii^ AN o, at the 
beginning of his reign , in the war of Navarre. 
But thefe refledions were not made , nor had we 
enough confidered the example of Elizabkth « 
the lad of our princes who had made any con* 
fiderable figure abroad « and firom whom we migh| 
have learned to ad with vigor, but to engage 
with caution , and always^ to proportion our afliii- 
ance according to our abilities , and the real 
neceflicies of our allies. The frontiers of Rrance 
were now fo fortified , her commerce and het 
naval force were fo increaJTed, her armies were 
grown fo numerous , her troops were (b difciplined, 
fo inured to war, and fo animated by a long 
courfe of fuccefsful campaigns , that they who 
looked on the fituation of Europe could not fail 
to fee how difficult the enterprife of reducing^ her 
power was become. Difficult as it was , we were 
obliged , on every account and by reafons of al| 
kinds , to engage in it : but then we Ihould havQ 
engaged with tnore forecaft, and have condu^fted 
ourfelves in the management of it , not with left 
glacrity and fpirit, but with more order, more 
ceconomy , and a better application of our efforts. 
But they who governed were glad to engage ys 
at any rate : and we entered on this great fcheanci 
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of adtiotii as our nation is too apt to do, hurried 
on by the ruling paflion'of the day. I have been 
told by fcvcral , who were on the ftage of the' 
vrorld at this time, that the generality of our 
people believed , and were encouraged to believe ,' 
the war could not be long , if the king was 
vigoroufly fupported : and there is a humdrum 
fpeech of a fpeaker, of the houfe of commons « I 
think ^ who humbly dcfired his majefly , to take 
this opportunity of reconquering his ancient dutchy 
of Aquitain. We were foon awakened from thefe 
gaudy dreams. In feven or eight years no impreflion 
bad been made on France , that was befieged as ie 
were on every fide : and after repeated defeats in 
theXow Countries, where king William laid 
the principal ftrefs of the war, his fole triumph 
was the retaking of Namur , that had been taken 
^ by the French a few years before. Unfuftained 
by fuccefs abroad , we are not to wonder that the 
fynit flagged at home ; nor that the difcontents of 
thofe who were averfe to the eftabliflied govern- 
tpent, uniting^ with the far greater number of thofe 
who difliked the adminiftration , inflamed the general 
discontents of the nation, opprefled with taxes, 
pillaged by ufurers , plundered at fea , and difap* 
pointed at land. As we run into extremes always, 
fome would have continued this war at any rate; 
even at the lame rate: but it was not poflible 
they flbould prevail in fuch a fituation of a£Fairs, 
and fuch a difpofltion of minds. They who got 
by the wa? , and made immenfe fortunes by the 
oe<^flitie$ of the public , were not fo numerous 
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nor fo powerful , as they have been fincc. The 
moneyed intereft was not yet a rival able to cope 
with the landed^intereft , either in the nation or 
in parliament. The great corporations that had 
been ereded more to ferve the turn of party, than 
for any real national ufe, aimed indeed even then 
at the flrength and influence which they have 
fince acquired in the legiflature ; but they bad not 
made the fame progrefs .by promoting national 
corruption, as they and the court have made 
fiace. In ibort, the other extreme prevailed. The 
generality of people grew as fond of getting but 
of the war, as they had been of entering into it: 
and thus far perhaps » confidering how it had been 
condudled, they were not much to be blamed; 
But this was not all; for when king William 
had made the peace , o^r martial fpirit became at 
once fo pacific, that we feemed refolved to meddle 
no more in the afifairs of the, continent, at leaft to 
employ our arms no more in the quarrels that 
might arife there : and accordingly we reduced- our 
troops in England to feven thoufand men. 

I have fometimes confidered , in refledking on 
thefe paffages, what I fbould have done, if I had 
fadin parliament at that time ; and have been forced 
to own myfelf , that I (fiould have voted for 
difbanding the army then , as I voted in the follow* 
ing parliament for cenfuring the partition - treaties. 
I am forced to own this , becaufe I remember how 
im'perfedl my notions were of the fituation of 
Europe' in that extraordinary crifis « and how much 
I law the true intereft of my own country in a 
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half light. But 9 my lord , I own it with fome 
fhame ; becaufe in truth nothing could be more 
abfurd than the condudl we held.« What! becaufe 
\ye had not reduced the power of France by the 
war , nor excluded the houfe of Bourbon from the 
Spaniih fucceflion « nor compounded with her 
upon it by the. peace ; and becaufe the houfe of 
Auftria had not helped herfelf, nor put it into 
our power to help her. with more advantage and 
better profped of fuccefs — were we to leave that 
whole fucceflion open to the invafions of France , 
and to fuffer. even the contingency to fubfift.^of 
feeing thofe monarchies united ? What ! becaufe it 
Uras become extravagant , after the trials fo lately 
made , to think ourfelves any longer engaged by 
treaty , or obliged by good policy , to put the 
houfe of Auftria in pofTeflion of the whole Spanilb 
mgliarchy , and to defend her in. this poffeffion 
by force of arpns , were we to leave the whole at 
the mercy of France ? If we were not to do fo , 
if we were not to do one of the three things that 
I faid above remained to be done, and if the emperor 
put it out of our power to do another of them 
with advantage ; were we to put it ftili more out 
of our power , and to wait unarmed for the ddltb 
of the king of Spain? In fine, if we had not the 
profped of difputing with France, fo fuccefsfully 
as we >might have had it , the Spanilh fucceflion , 
whenever it (hould be open ; were we not only 
to fliow by difarming, that we would not difpute 
it at all , but to cenfure likewife the fecond of 
ihe three things mentioned above , and which king 
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^itLlAM put in pradice , the compounding with 
France , to prevent if poifible a war, in >vhich 
■we were averfe to engage? 

Allow ine to p\]fh thefe reflcdions^a little 
further, and to obfervc to your lordfliip, that if 
the prppofal of fending the archduke in Spain 
had been accepted in time by the imperial courts 
and taken effedt and become a mcafure of the 
confederacy, that war indeed would have been 
protraded; but France could not have hindered 
the pafiage of this prince an4 his German forces : 
and our fleet would have been better employed 
in efcorting them, and in covering the coaiU of 
Spain and of the dominions of that crown both 
in Europe and in America, than it was in fo 
many unmeaning expeditions from the battle of 
La Hogue to the end of the war. France indeed 
would have made her utmoft efforts to have had 
fatisfadion on ber pretenfions, as ill founded as 
they were. She would have ended that war , as 
we began the next „ when we demanded a 
reafonable fatisfadion for the emperor : and though 
I think that the allies would have had , in very 
many refpedls, more advantages in defending 
Spain, than in attacking France; yet, upon a 
fuppofition that the defence would have be^n as 
ill conduded as the attack was , and that by con« 
fequence, whether Charles the fecond had lived 
to the conclufion of this war, or had died before 
it, the war muft have ended in fome partition or 
other; this partition would have been made by 
ihe Spaniards themfelves. They had been forced 
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to compoudd with France on hct fornaer pr'eten* 
fions , and they muft and they would have com- 
pounded on tbefc, with an Auftrian prince on 
the throne', juft as they compounded , and probably 
ttiuch better than they compounded, on tb^ 
pretenfions we fupported againft thete , when the/ 
had a prince of Bourbon on their throcle. Francd 
could not have diftreHed the Spaniards , nor hav^ 
over-run their monarchy, if they had been united; 
ftnd they would have been united in this cafe ^ 
and fupported by the whole confederacy : as wd 
diftrefled both France and them, over-run their 
monarchy in one hemifphere , and might have 
done fo in both , when they >Vete difuniced , and 
fupported by France alone. France would not 
have aded, in fuch negociations , the ridiculous 
part which the emperor aded in thofe that led 
to the peace of Utrecht, nor have made her 
bargain worfe by negleding to make it in time. 
But the War ending as it did , though I cannot fee 
how king William could avoid leaving the 
crown of Spain and that entire monarchy at the 
difcretion of Lewis the fourteenth, otherwilc 
than by compounding to prevent a new war 
he was in no fort prepared to make; yet it is 
undeniable, that, by confeilting to a partition of 
their monarchy, he threw the Spaniards into the 
arms of France. The firft partition might have 
taken place , perhaps , if the eledlofal prince of 
Bavaria had lived, whom the French and 
Spaniards too would have feen much- more 
willingly thad the archduke on the throne of 

Spain* 
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Spain. For among all the parties into which tha.£ 
court was divided in one ihouknd fix hiindr^$ 
and ninety /eight , when this treaty was niaci'e , 
that of Auftria Was grown the weakeft, by th^ 
difguft taken at a German qiieen, and at the 
rapacity and infolence of her favorites* The 
French were looked upon with elleem and kind^ 
ncis at Madrid; but the Germans were become, 
or growing to be, objeds of contempt to the 
minifters , and of averfiori to ttie people. The 
eiedoraj prince died in one thoiifand fix hundred 
and ninety-nine- The ftar of Auftria , fo fatal to 
ail tho£e who were obftacles to the ambition o^ 
that boufe, prevailed; as the eledor exprefleici 
Jbimfelf in the firft pangs of his grief. The ftatc 
of things changed very touch by his death. Th^ 
archduke was to have Spain and the Indies^ 
according to a fecond partition: and the Spaniards, 
who had exprelTed great refentnient at the firft ^ 
,were puihed beyond their bearing by this. They 
foon appeared to be fo ; for^ tlie fecond ti^caty of 
partition was figned in March^^ne thoiifand fevea 
liundred; and the will Wa$ made, to the beft of 
ray remembrance 5 in the Odtober following. I 
(ball not enter here int6 niany particulars concerni* 
ing tbcfe great events. They will be related 
faithfully , and 1 hope fully explained , in a work 
which your lordlhip may take the trouble very 
probably of perufing Ibrae time or other, ana 
which I (ball rather leave, than' giyc to th# 
public. Something however muil be faid xnore^ 

P 
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6 continue and vrind \\p this fuihmaty of tht 

Ater period of modern hiftory. 

* F'Ha.nce then faw her advantage, and improved 

It no doubt, though not in the manner, nor with 

* Ihe circumftances , that foftie lying fcribblers of 

memorials' and anecdotes have advanced. She had 

Tent one of the ableft men of her Court to that of 

IMadrid, the marfhal of HaHCOURT, and file had 

ilipulated in the fecond treaty of partition, that 

Ihe archduke (hould gd neither into Spairt nor thfc 

Hutchy of Milan, during the, life of ChaHLES thfc 

iecond. She was wilfing to have her option 

between a treaty and a will By the acceptation 

of the will , all king Wi'lliam's taeafures werfc 

Ibroke. He was unprepared for war as much ak 

when he made thefe treaties to prevent one ; and 

if he meant in making tticm, "What fome wife, 

but refining men 'have fufpeded, and what I 

fconfefs 1 Tee ho reafoh to believe, only tb gain 

' Jtime by the difficulty of executing them , und t6 

prepare for making war, \vhenever the death olF 

the king of SPA^N'fliould alarm mankind, and 

xoufe "his own liibje<Jls out of theit inadHvity and 

negied of foreign interefts , if fo , he \<ras difap- 

pointed in that too-; for France took poffeffion of 

Ihe whole monarchy at once, and ti^ith univerfa! 

concurrence, at leaft without op'pofitian or diffiv 

ciilty, in favor of the duke of Anjou. By what 

has been obferved or hinted rather very (hortlyv 

and I fear a little confufedly, it is plain that 

deducing tie power oT Francfe , and fecuring thfc 

whole SpaeniOi fucceflion to the houfe of Auftria, 
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vrtrc two points that king William, at the head 
of the Britiih and Dutch commonwealths and of 
the greateft confedeFacy Europe had feen, was 
obliged to give up. All the acquifitions that 
trance cared to keep for the maintenance of her 
J)ower were confirmed to her by the treaty of 
Kyfwic : and king WiLLtktu allowed , indircdly 
at leaft , the pretenfions of the houfe of BourboA 
to the Spanifli fucceflion , as Lewis the fourteenth 
allowed , in the fame manner , thofe of the houle 
t)f Auftria, by the treaties of partition. Strange 
fituation ! in wbtch no expedient remained to 
prepare for an event , vifibly fo near, and of fuch 
^aft importance as the death of the king of Spain^ 
<but a partition of his monarchy , without bis 
«oxrf'ent, or his Joiowledge ! If king William had 
fiot made tbis |)artitioii , the emperor would havie 
made one , and with as little regard to ciade , to 
^ barrier of the feven provinces , or (so the 
'general fyftem of £urope , as had been (bowed by 
-him when he made the private treaty with Franoe 
^eady mencioiied, in one thoufand fix hundred 
4iQd fixcy-ei^c The miniftem of Vienna we« 
Act wanting to infmuate to thofe of Franoe 
•overtures of a feparate treaty, as more conducive 
"to tlieir common interefts than the acteflion of 
^is imperial majefty to that of partition. But the 
councils of Verfailles judged v^ry reafonably , that 
'^ partition ma<k withlinglan^ and Holland wouki 
be more eflfedual than ady other , if a partition 
^as to t«ke place : and that fuch a partitioa would 
'^e juft as effe4ual « <Kie made with the «n^p«rar. 
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to furniffi arguments to the crtiiflariies of France^ 
Bnd motives to the Spanifli councils, if a will in 
favor of France could be obtained. I repeat it 
again , 1 cannot fee what king William could 
do in fuch circumftances as he found himfelf in 
after thirty years ftruggle, except Mrhat he did: 
neither can I fee how he could do >Vbat he did , 
cfpecially after the refentment expreffed by the 
Spaniards » and the furious memorial prefcnted by 
Can ALES t>n the conclufion of the firft treaty <^ 
partition, without apprehending that the cdnfer 
quence would be a will in favor of France. He 
was in the worft of all political circumftances, and 
that whtrcin no oae good meafure remains to be 
^ak^n ; and out of which he left the two nations^ 
•at the head of whom he had been to long, to fight 
.and negociate themfelves and their confederate^ 
»s well as they could. 

Whea this will was made and accepttd ^ Leww 

^the fourteenth had fucceeded , and the powers in 

.oppofition to him had failed , in all the great ob- 

jeds of intereft and ambition, which they hacLkcpt 

.in fight fot more than forty yeai:s ; that is , from 

the beginning of the prefent period. The adors 

changed their parts in the tragedy that followed. 

:The power, that had fo long and fo cruelly a^ 

stacked, was now to defend , the Spanifli monarchy: 

: and ,the powers , that had fo long defended , weje 

/now to attack it. Let Us fee how this was brought 

.about : and that we may fee it the better ^ and 

; make abetter judgment of all that paffed from the 

.lieiuh ol Charles the /igcond t^ the peace i^f 
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Utrecht, let us go back to the time of his deaths 
and ponfider the circumftances that formed this 
complicated (late of afl&irs in three vievrs ; a view 
of right, a view of policy, and a view of power. 
The right of fucceeding to the crown of Spaia 
would have been undoubtedly in the children of 
Maria Teresa, that is, in the houfe of Bourbon; 
if this right had not been barred by the folema 
renunciations fo often n^ntioned. The pretentions 
of the houfe of Auftria were founded on thefie 
renunciations, on the ratification of them by the 
Pyrenean treaty, and the confirmation of them by 
the will of Philip the fourth. The pretenfions of 
the houfe of Bourbon were founded on a fuppo* 
iition, it was indeed no more , and a vain one too, 
that thefe renunciations were in'^their nature nulK 
On this foot the difpute of right Rood during the 
life of Charles the fecond , and on the fame it 
would have continued to ftanieven after his deaths 
if the renunciations had remained unlbaken ; if his 
will, like that of his father, had confirmed them, 
and had left the crown, in purfuance of them, t^ 
the houfe of Auftria. But the will of Charles 
the fecond, annuHing thefe renunciations, took 
away the fble foundation of the Auftrian preten* 
fions; for, however this a<ft might be obtained^, 
it was juft as valid as his father's, and was con- > 
^med by the uiiiver&l cpncurrenceof the Span iik 
nation to the new fcttlement he made of that crown* 
I^et it be, as I think it ought to be, granted, tha^ 
the true heirs could not claim againft renunciations 
that wti^i if I may iay fo, conditions of tbeif 
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,bjrth: but Charles the fecond had certainly as 
good a right to change the courfe of fuccellioa 
jgreeable to the order of nature and the conftitu- 
tion of that monarchy , after his true heirs were 
born , as Fhili? the fourth had to change it con- 
trary to this order and this conftitution, before 
they were born , or at any other time. He had 
a<i good a right, in fliort, to difpenfe vrith the 
Fyrcnean treaty , and to fet it afide in this refpedt ^ 
as bis father luid to tnake it : fo that the renun- 
ciations being annulled by that party to the 
Fyrcnean treaty who had exaded them, they 
could be deemed no longer binding, by virtue of 
this treaty, on the party whq had made them. 
The fole queftion that remained therefore between 
thefe rival houfes, as to right, was this, whether 
the engagements taken by Lewis the fourteenth 
in the partition-treaties obliged him to adhere to the 
terms of the' lad of them in all events, and to 
deprive his family of the fucceifion which the king 
of Sixain opened, and the Spaniiih nation offered 
to them ; rather than to depart from a compofition 
iie.had made, on pretenfions that were difputable 
then, but were now out of difpute? It may be 
faid^ and it was faid, that the treaties of partition 
being abfblute , without any condition or exception 
relative to any difpofition the king of SpAiN had 
CRade or might make of his fucceffion , in favor of 
Bourbon or Auftria ; the difpofition made by his 
will, in favor of the duke of Anjou, could not 
affed the engagements fo lately taken by Lewis 
tiie fourteenth in thefe ^eaties, nor difpenfe with 
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a literal obfervation of them. This might he truie 
on ftiidl principles of juilice ; but I apprehen^l that 
none of thefe powers , who exclaimed fo loudly 
againft the perfidy of France in this cafe , would- 
have been more fcrupulous in a parallel cafe. The 
maxim "fummum jus eft fumma injuria" would 
have been quoted , and the rigid letter of the treaties 
would have been foftened by an equitable inter- 
pretation of their fpirit and intention. His imperial 
fpajefty, above all, had not the leaft color of 
right to exclaim againft France on thi^ pccafion ; 
for in general , if his family was to be ftripped of 
all the dominions they have acquired by breach 
of faith, and means much worfe than the accepta« 
tion of the wi|l , even allowing all the invidious 
circumftances imputed to the condudl of France 
to be true, the Auftrian family would fink fron^ 
their prefent grandeur to that low ftate they, were 
in two or three centMries ago. In particular, the 
emperor, who had conftantly refufed to accede to 
the treaties of partition , or to fubmit to the dif- 
pofiiions made by them, had not the leaft plau- 
fible pretence to objedl to Lewis the fourteenth, 
that he departed from them. Thus, I think, the 
right of the two houfes ftood on the death of 
Chakles t^e fecond. The right of the Spaniards^ 
an independent nation , * to regulate their own fuc- 
ceffion , or to receive the prince whom their dying 
monarch had qalled to it; and the right of Hnglaod 
and Holland to regulate the fucceffion , to divide ^ 
an4 parcel out ^is monarchy in different lots , 
it \rould be equally fooliih to go about to 
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eftabli(h« One is toq evident , the other foo 
abfurd, to admit of any proof. But enough 
I)as been faid concerning si right , >vhich was 
in truth little regarded by any of the parties 
concerned immediately or remotely in the whole 
courfe of thefe proceedings. Particular intereftf 
^ere alone regarded , ^nd thefe were purfued a< 
ambition 4 (ear, refentment, and vanity direded: 
\ mean the ainbitipn of the two houfes contending 
for fuperiority of power ; the fear of England and 
Holland l^ft (his fuperiority ibould become toq 
great in cither ; the refentment of Spain at the 
difnemberment of that monarchy projeded by the 
partition -treaties; and the vanity of that nation ^^ 
as well as of the princes of the houfe of Bourbon: 
for as vanity mingled with refentipent to make 
the will , vanity had a^reat fhare in determining 
the acceptation of it. 

Let us now confider the lame conjunAure in a 
view of policy. The policy oftbeSpanifli councils 
was this. They could npt brook that theif 
monarchy (hquld be divided: and this principle 
IS expreCfcd ftrongly in the will of Charles the 
(econd, where he exhorts his fubjeds not tp fuffer any 
difmembermcntor diminution of a monarchy founded 
by his predeceffors with fo much glory. Too weak 
to hinder this difmemberment by their own ftrength ^ 
^oo well apprized of the little force and l^tle view$ 
of the court of yienna , and their old allies having 
C"gag?d to procurcx this difmemberment even by 
fprce of arms; nothing Remained for theip tp. do, 
ppon this prii^piple , but to detach France from the 
fngagcna^n^ of the partition- treaties, by giving 
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their whole monarchy to a prince of the houfc of 
Bourbon. As much as may have been faid con- 
cerning the negociations of France to obtain a will 
in her. favor, and yet to keep in refervje the ad- 
vantages ftipulated for her by the partition-treaties 
if fuch a will could not be obtained , and though 
I am perfuaded that the marfcal of Harcourt, 
who helped to procure this will, made his court 
to Lewis the fourteenth as much as the marfhal 
ofTALLAao, who negociated the partitions j yet 
it is certain , that the acceptation of the will was 
not a meafure definitively taken at Verfailles when 
the king of Spain died. The alternative divided 
thofe councils , and , without entering at this time 
into the arguments urged on each fide, adhering; 
to the partitions feemed the caufe of France , 
acceptir/g the will that of the houfe of Bourbon. 
It has been l^id by men of great weight in the 
cdunciJs of Spain , and was faid at that time by 
men as little fond of the houfe of Bourbon , or ©f 
the French nation , as their fathers had been ; that 
if England and Holland had not formed a confe- 
deracy and begun a war, tbey would have made 
Philip the fifth as good a Spaniard as any of the 
preceding Philips, and not have endured the in-, 
fluence of French councils in the adminiftratipn of 
theirgovernment : but that we threw them entire-, 
ly in|o the hands of France when we began the 
war, becaufe the fleets and armies of this crown 
being neceflary to their defence, they could not 
avoid fubmitting to this influence as long as the 
faine ncceflity continued J and , in fad, yrt have, 



Digitized by 



Google 



at8 A Sketch of the H i $ t on t l^t. 8. 

liecn that the influence lafled no longer. But not- 
V^itbftanding this , it mud be confefTcd , that a war 
vas unavoidable. The immediate (ecuriug of com- 
merce and of barriers ,.the preventing ah union of 
the two monarchies in fome future tibie , and the 
prefervation of a certain degree at }eaft of equality 
in the fcales of power, were points too important 
to hngiapd, Holland, and the reft of Europe, xs^ 
be reded on the moderation of French , and tl^ 
vigor of Spani(h councils, xuider a prince of th« 
houfe of France. If {atisfadion to the houfe of 
Audria, to whofe rights England and Hollan4 
(bowed no great regard whilfl they were better 
Coundcd than they w^e fmce the will , h^d beea 
alone concerned; a drop of blood fpilt, or fiv^ 
Shillings fpentin the quarrel, would have been too 
much profuQon. But this was prpperly the fcale 
into which it became the common intereft to throw 
all the weight that could be taken oi|t of that V»| 
Bourbon. And therefore your lordihip will find, tha| 
when negeciations with d'Avaux were (et 0n foot 
in Holland to prever^t a war, or rather on our part to 
gain time to prepare for it , in which view the Dutch 
and we had both acknowledged Philip king of 
Sp4iN ; the grc^t article we infifted on w^s , thatrea-? 
fonable jfatisfadion Oiould be given th^ emperor , 
Upon his pretenf^ons founded on tbfe treaty of parti- 
tion. We could dp po otherwife ; and France, who 
offered to make the treaty of Ryfwic the foundation 
/of that treaty, c^oujd dp no otherwife than rcfufe tq 
confent that the treaty of partition fhould be fo , 
after acceptiiig the \yil], jijid tbe«by engaging ta 
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'pppofe all partition or difmemberment of the Spfti- 
•nidi monarchy. I fliould mention none of the 
other demands of England and Holland , if I could 
neglcd to point out to your lordfliip^s obfervation, 
that the fame artifice was employed at this time » 
to perplex the more a negociation that could not 
fucceed on other accounts, as we law employed 
in fJbe courfe of the war, by the Englifli and 
Dutch minifters, to prevent the fuccefs of negocia» 
tions that might, «and ought to have fuccecded. 
The demand I mean is that of "a liberty not only 
*' to pxplain the terms propofed^ but to increafe 
^ or amplify them in the courfe of the negociation. " 
I do not remember the words, but this is the 
fenfe, and this was the meaning of the confederates 
in both cafes. 

In the former, king William was determined 
to begin the war by all the rules of good policy ; 
fince he could not obtain, nay fince France could 
not grant in that conjundure, nor without being 
forced to it by a war, what be was obliged by 
thefc very rules to demand. He intended therefore 
nothing by this negociation , if it may be called 
fuch , but to preferve forms and appearances ,and 
perhaps, which many have fufpeded , to have time 
to prepare, as I hinted juft now, both abroad and 
at home. Many things concurred to favor his pre* 
parations abroad. The alarm, rfiat had been given 
by the acceptation of the will, was increafed by 
every ftep that France made to fecurc the effedl 
of it. Thus, forindance, the furprifingand feizing 
the Dutch troops, in the fame night, and at the 
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fame hour , that were di^rfed in the garrifons of 
the Spanifh Netherlands , was not excufed by the 
neceffity of fecuring thofe phces to the obedience 
of Philip, nor foftened by the immediate difmi& 
fion of thofii troops. The impreffion it made was 
much the fame as thofe of the furprifes and ieizures 
of France in former uftirpations. No one knew 
then, that the fovereignty of the ten provinces was 
to be yielded up to the eledor of Bavaria: and 
every one faw that there remained no longer any 
barrier between France and the feven provinces, 
Al home^ the difpofition of the nation was abfor 
lutely turned to a war with France , on the deatlj 
of king ikMES the fccond , by the acknowledgment 
LiJWi:> the fourteenth made of hiis fon as king of 
England. 1 know what has been faid in excufefor 
this meafure , taken as I believe , on female impor- 
tunity, byt certainly without any regard to public 
faith , to the true intereft of France in thofe cir- 
cumftances, or to the true intereft of the prince 
thus acknowledged , in any. It was faid , that the 
treaty of Ryfwic obliging his moft chrif^ian majefty 
only not to difturb king WiLi lAM in his poffcC 
(on, he might, without an^ violation of it, have 
acknowledged this prince as king of Hngland;^^ 
according to the political* cafuiftry of the French, 
and the example o£ France, who finds 'no fault 
with the powers ttekt treat with the kings of Eng-. 
land , although the kings of England retain the 
title of kings of France ; as well* as the example of 
Spain , who make^ no complaints that other ftatcs 
ireat with the kbgs of France » although the kinga 
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of France retain the title of Navarre. But befides 
that the examples are not appofite, becaiife no 
other powers . acknowledge in form the king of 
England to be king of :^ ranee, nor t^e. king of 
France to be king of Navarre; with what face 
could the French excufe this meafure ? Could they 
excufe it by urging that they adhered to the ftri^ 
letter of one article of the treaty of Ryfwic, 
againft the plain meaning of that very article ^ and 
:againft the whole tenor of that treaty ; in the fame 
breath with which they juftified the acceptation 
pf the will i by pretending they adhered to the 
jiippofed fpirit and general intention of the treaties 
of partition, in contradidlion to the letter ^ to the 
fpecific engagements , and to the whole purport 
of thofe treaties ? . This part of the condtjcSk 
of Lewis the fourteenth may appear juftly the 
more furpriiing, becaufe in mofl: other parts of hi^ 
^ondud at the fame time , and in fome to his diiad* 
.Vantage , he aded cautioufly^ endeavoured to calm 
the minds of his neighbours , to reconcile Europe 
to his gratidfon's elevation , all to avoid ^ ibow 
of beginning hoftilities. 

Though king Willi AIM was determined to 
«ng9ge in a war with France and Spain , yet the 
fame good policy, that determined him to eng^ge^ 
determined him not to engage too deeply. The 
engagement taken in the grand alliance of ontf 
thoufand feven hundred and one is, *'To procure 
^ an equitable and reafonable^ fatisfadion to his 
^ imperial majefty for his pretenfion to the Spani0i 
^ fucceffion^ and fufficient fecurity to the king of 
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** England, and the States General, for dieit 
^ dominions, and for the navigation and commerce 
** of their fubjedk , and to prevent the onion of 
•• the two monarchies of France and Spain. "* A$ 
king of England , as (ladtholder of Holland , he 
neither could , nor did engage any further. It may 
be difputed perhaps among fpeculative politicians', 
^whether the balance of pow^r in Europe would 
have been better prefervcd by that fcheme of 
•partition , which the treaties , and particularly the 
iaft of them , propofed , or by that which the 
^and alliance propofed to be the objcft of the 
^ar? I think there is little room for fuch a difpute^ 
^s I ftzUl have occaiion to fay hereafterr more ex- 
prefsly. In this place I (hall only iky , that the 
^objeA of tiis war; which king William medi- 
tated, and queen AnSe waged, 'V^ k partition, 

' by which a prince of the houfe of Bdyrbon , already 
acknowledged by us • and the Dutch as king cit 
Spain, was to be left on the throwc of that dif- 
.tnembered monarchy. The wifdodft of thofe couit- 
tils faw that Ae peace of Europe might l>ereftored 
and fecured on this foot, and that thetiberties of 
'Europe would be in no danger. ^ 

The. fcalcs of the balance of powtjr wiB ttevet 
be exa<51y poired, nor in the prectfe point of 
equality cither difcernible or nectlFary to be -dif- 
•cerned. It is fufficient in this , as lA other human 
affairs , that the deviation be not too gi'eiit Somlt 

' there will dways be. A conftant attention to thcTe 

deviations is therefore neceflary. When they arc 

^Httle^ Aeir •increafe May -be edfiJy f>frveiited by 
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early tatt ahd thre precautidh^ tkat go6d polity 
Tuggefts. But Whtn they bctOTnc great for want 
t^f this t:are and tliefc precatitions , or by the forc« 
of unforcfeen events , hibte vigot is to be lexeited 
and greater efforts to Jbe made. But tVitn in fuch 
•cafes , much refiedrOn is ttieccffaty on ail the cir- 
tumftapces that form the <:^tmjundure ; left, by 
^ttackib^ %^iA ill fuctefs , the deviation be obn* 
firmed , and the power that is deemed affcady 
'exorbitant become more fo ; and left, by attacking 
Svith good fucctls , wbiJft one feale is pillaged, tot> 
tnucb v^eJght cS p6'wtt be thrown into rfie v^ther. 
\n fuch cafts , ht who has cottfiA^red , in tbfe 
liiftoties df former ages , the ftrange tevohition* 
that time produces , and the perpetual fhix ^nd ^ 
Yeflux of public as well las private fortunes , xJ[ 
Icingdoftis and ftates as well as of thote who 
govern or are governed in them , will incline to 
iJiink , that if the fcalcs tan be brought back by 
k war , neariy , Ithough not lexadly , to the point 
they were at before i^h great deviataon fremi it , 
tlie reffc may be irft to accidtnt^ , and to the oft 
thaCt good poHey rs able to make bTthem 

When CftARlts the fi^th Vas at Ae height bt 
Ills power, and in die Ittii&i of his glory, whttt 
1^ king df France and a pope wen; at once hit 
prifoticrs ; it muft be aHowed ^ that , his fituatioit 
and tfhat Othi^ neig^boi^ft compared , they had 
is ttiudh at leaft to fezfr 'from trim and from the 
houfe of Attftria, as the neighbours of Li?AVis tht 
fourteenth had to fear Itottifritn and from. the houfe 
♦f Boiirboh , vfh^ , afttfr altiui<>*cr ifm:«efs,. wn 
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of his grandchildren was placed on the Spanifh 
throne. And yet among all the conditions of the 
ieveral leagues againft Charles the fifth, I do not 
remember that it was ever ilipulated, that ^ no 
^ peace (hould be made with him as long as he 
^ continued to be emperor and king of Spain.; 
•' nor as long as any Auftrian prince continued 
^* capable of uniting on his head the Imperial and 
" Spanifh crowns. " 

If your lordfliip makes the application , you will 
lind that the difference of fome circurpllances does 
not hinder this example from being very appofite^ 
and ftrong to the prefent purpofe. Charles the 
jfifth was emperor and king of Spain; but neither 
was Lewis the fourteenth king of Spain , nor 
Philip the fifth king of France. That had hap* 
peiled in one inftance , which it was apprehended 
might happen in the other. It had happened, and 
at was reafonably to be apprehended that it might 
happen, again, and that the Imperial and Spaniih 
crowns might continue , not only in the fame 
family , but on the fame heads ; for meafures >^ere 
taken to fecure the fuccellion of both to Philip 
the fon of Charles. We do not find however 
that any confederacy was formed , any engagement 
ttaken , or any war made , to^ remove or preVci^ 
this great evil The princes and ftates of £urope 
contented themfelves to oppofe the defigns of 
Charles the fifth, and to check the growth of 
his power occafionally , and as interei^ invited^ 
or neceflity forced them to do ; not conilantly^ 
They did perhaps %qq little againft him , aQ<i 

fonietiliies 
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fometiaies too nivtch for him : but if they did too 
little of one kind > time and accident did the reft^ 
Diftindl dominions , and diflferent prelenfions ,, 
created contrary interefts in the houfe of Auftria : 
and on the abdication of Charles the fifth, his 
brother fucceeded, not his fon, to the empire. 
The houfe of Auftrii divided into a German and 
a Spanifb branch: and if the two branches came 
to have a mutual influence on one another and fre- 
quently a common intereft, it was not till one of 
them had fallen from grandeur, and till the othei: 
was rather aiming at it , than in poflelSon of it*. 
In Ihort Phjlip was excluded from the imperial 
throne by fo natural a progrcffion of caufes and 
effeds , arifmg not only in Germany but in his 
own family, that if a treaty had been made tQ 
exclude him from it in favor of FbrdikaNOil 
fuch a treaty might have been feid very probably 
to have executed itfelf. 

The prjecaution I have mentioned, and that 
was neglcdlqjl, in this cafe without any detriment 
to the common caufc of Europe , was not neglcdt? 
ed in the grand alliance of one thoufand fevea 
hundred and one. For in that, one of the end$ ' 
propofed by the war is^ to obtain an effectual fecu«- 
rity againft the contingent union of the crowns of 
France and Spain. The will of Charles the fecond 
provides againft the fame contingency: and thi& 
great principle of prevepting too much dominion 
and power from falling to the lot of either of the 
families of Bourbon or Auftria, feemed to bp 
^agreed on all fijies^; UncQ i^ the partition -treaty 
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the fame precaution was taken againft an union of 
th« Imperial and Spanilh crowns. King William 
was enough piqued againft France. His ancient 
prejudices were ftrong and well founded. He 
bad been worfted in war , over - reached in nego- 
ciation , and perfonally aflfronted by her. England 
and Holland were fufficiently alarmed and animated, ' 
and a party was not wanting , even in our iflarid, 
ready to approve any engagements he would 
have taken againft France and Spain , ' and in 
fevor of the houfe of Auftria ; though we were 
lefs concerned^ by any national intereft, than any 
ether power that took part in the war, either 
then, or afterwards. But this prince was far from 
taking a part beyond that which the particular 
ititerefts of England and Holland , and the general 
iiitereft oi Europe, neceffarily required. Pique muft 
have no more a pkce than affedion , in delibera* 
tions of this kind. To have engiaged to dethrone 
Philip, out of refentment to Lewis the four- 
teenth, would have been a refolution worthy of 
Charles the twelfth , king of Sweden /who facr^- 
ficed his country, his people, and himfelf at laft, 
to his revenge. To have engaged to conquer the 
Spanifli monarchy for the houfe of Auftria, or to 
go , in favor of that famjly , one ftep beyond thofc 
that were neceffary to keep th'is houfe on a foot 
of rivalry with the other, would have been, as I 
have hinted, to ad the part of a vaflal , not of an 
ally. : The former pawns his ftate, and ruins his 
'fubjed$ , for the intereft of his fuperior lord , 
perhaps for his lord'^ humor, or his paflion:- the 
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latter goes no further than his oWn intereft carried 
him ; nor makes war for thofe of another , nor even 
for his own if they are remote and contingent, as 
if he fought pro aris ct focis,, for his religion, 'his 
liberty , and his property. Agreeably to thefe prin* 
ciples of good policy, we entered into the war that 
began on the death of Charles the fecond : but 
we foon departed from them, as I Ihall have occa^ 
fion to obferve in confiderin^ the ftate of things, at 
this remarkable jundure, in a view of ftrength. 

Let me recal here what 1 have faid fomewhere 
clfe. -They who are in the finking fcale of the 
balance of power do not 'eafily , nor foon , come 
off from the habitual prejudices of fuperiority 
over their neighbours, nor from the confidence^ 
that fuch prejudices infpire. From the year one 
thoufand fix hundred and fixty feven, to the end 
of that century, France had been conft:antly in arms, 
and her arms had been fuccefsful. She had fuf^ 
tained a w^r, without any confederates againft the 
principal powers of Europe confefderated againft 
'her, and had finilhed it with advantage on every 
fide, jufl; before the death of the king of Spain. 
She continued armed after the peace , by fea and 
land. She increafed her forces, while other nations 
reduced theirs, and was ready to defend, or to 
invade her neighbours, whilft, their confederacy 
being diflblved, they were in no condition to in- 
vade her , and in a bad one to defend themfefves, 
Spain and France had now one common caufc. 
The eledors of Bavaria and Cologne fupported 
it in Germany, the duke of Savoy was.aa ally, 
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the duke of Mantua a vaffal of the two crowns ' 

in Italy. In a word, appearances were formid- 
able on that fide ; and if a diftruft of ftrengtb , 
on the fide of the confederacy, had induced Eng- 
land and Holland to compound with France for 
a partition of the SpaniQi fucceffion , there feeraed 
to be ftill greater reafon for this diftruft after the 
^pceptation of the will , the peaceable and ready 
fubmiffion of the entire monarchy of Spain to. 
Philip , and all the meafures taken to fecure him 
in this poffeffion. Such appearances might well 
impofe. They did fo on many, and on none more 
than on the French themfelves, who engaged with 
great confidence and fpirit in the war; when they 
found it, as they might well exped it would be, 
unavoidable. The ftrength of France, however, 
though . great , was not fo great as the French 
. thought it , nor equal to the efforts they undertook 
to make. Their engagement, to maintain the 
Spanifh monarchy entire under the dominion of 
FhiL)?, exceeded their ftrength. Our engagement, 
to procufe fome out-fkirts of it for the boufe of 
Auftria, was not in tlie fame difproportion to our 
ftrength. If I fpeak pofitively on this occafion, yet 
I cannot be accufed of prefumption; becaufe, how 
difpuuble foever thefe points might be when they 
were points of political fpeculation , they are fuch 
no longer, and the judgment I make is didlated 
to me by experience. France threw herfelf into 
the finking fcale, when fhe accepted the will. 
Her fcale continued to fink during the whole 
courfe of the war, and mighft have been kept hy 
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the peace as low as the true intcreft of Europe 
required. What I remember tq have heard the duke 
of Marlborough fay, before he went to take 
on him the command of the army in the Low 
Countries in one thoufand feven hundred and two, 
proved true. The French mifreckoned very much, 
if they made the fame comparifon between their 
troops and thofe of their enemies, as they had 
made in precedent wars. Thofe that had been op- 
pofed to them , in the laft , were raw for the moft 
part when it began , the Britifli particularly : but 
they had been difciplined , if I may fay fo , by their 
defeats. They were grown to be veterans at the 
peace of Ryfwic , and though many had been diC 
Minded, yet they had been difbanded lately: fa 
that even thefe were cafily formed a-new , and the 
fpirit that had been raifed continued in all. Supplies 
of men to recruit the armies were more abundant 
on the fide of the confederacy, than on that of the 
two crowns : a neceffary confeqnence of which it 
feemed to be, that thofe of the former would grow 
better, and thofe of the latter worfe, in along, 
extenfive, and bloody war. I believe it proved 
fo ; and if my memory does not deceive me , the 
French were forced very early to fend recruits to 
their armies, as they fend flaves to their gallics. 
A comparifon between thofe who were to direA 
their councils, and to conduxSl the armies on both 
fides , is a taflc it would become me little to under- 
take. The event Ihowed, that if France had had 
her CoNijE, her Turekne, or-her Luxemburg, 
to oppofe to the confederates: the confederate^ 

as 
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might have oppofcd to her, with equal confi- 
dence , their Eugene of Savoy , their Marl- 
borough, or their Starenberg. But there is 
one obfervation I cannot forbear to maike. The 
alliances were concluded, the quotas were fettled, 
and the feafon for taking the field approached , 
when king William died. The event could 
not fail to occafion fome confternation on one 
fide, and to give forae hopes on the other; for, 
notwithftanding the ill fuccefs with which he made 
war generally, he was looked upon as the fole 
centre of union that could keep together the great 
confederacy then forming : and ho.w much the 
f^^rench feared , from his life , had appeared a kvf 
years before; in the extravagant and indecent i<^ 
they expreffcd on a falfe report of his death. A 
fhorttime fhowed how vain the fears of fome and 
the hopes of others were. By his death , the duke of 
Marlborough was raifed to the head of the 
army, and indeed of the confederacy: where he, 
a new, 'a private man, a fubjed, acquired by 
merit and by management a more deciding in- 
fluence , than high birth , confirmed authority , and 
even , the crown of Great Britain , had given to 
king William. Not only all the parts of that 
vafl machine, the grand alliance, were kept more 
compad and entire ; but a more rapid and vigorous 
motion was given to the whole: and, inftead of 
languifliing out difaftrous campaigns , we faw every 
fcene of the war f uU of adion. All thofe wherein he ap- 
peared , and many of thofe wherein he was not then 
an^dor, but abettor however of their adion, were 
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crowned with the mod trnimpbant fuccefs. I take 
with pleafure this opportnnity of doing juftice to 
that great nian , whofe faults I knew > whofe virtues 
I admired ; aiyJ whofe iiiemory , as the grcateft ge- 
neral and as the greateft minifter that our country 
or perhaps any other has produced , I honor. But 
befides this , the obfervation' I have made conies 
into my fubjeift, fince it fdrves to point otit to 
your lordlbip the proof of what Ifaid above, that 
France undertook too much , when fte Undertook 
to maintain the Spaniflh monarchy entire in the pof- 
feffion oFPHrtiP : and that we undertook* no tn^re 
than what wa^ propdrtiohablfef to our ftrength ; 'whien 
•we undertook tp weaken that 'monarchy by difmem- 
bering it , in the hands of a prince of the boofe of 
Bourbon , which we had b^en difabled by ill 
fortune arid worfe condud to keep out of them. 
It may be faid that the grfeat^uccefe Of'thfe eon- 
federates 'agairtft France proves that theif generals 
were fuperior to her*s j '\mt not that their: forces 
and their national ftrerigth were fo ; that with thfe 
•fame force with which She was 'beaten ^ (he -might 
have been vidlofious; that if fhe had been fo. Or 
if the fuccefe of the war had varied, or been kfs 
decifive agairift her in Germany, in the Low Couit. 
tries, and in Italy, as it w^s in Spain, her ftrength 
would have appeared fufficient, and tfr^t of the 
confederacy infufficient. Many things may be tirged 
to deftroy this reafoning: I content myfelf with^h^. 
France could not long have made even the ^wfut- 
cefsful efforts (he did makej iffinglaild'Slndlfollfeltid 
•bad done What it is undeniable they liad fltr^Ajgth^ 

^4 
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do; tf befides pills^bg^I do not (ay conquering, 
the Spanifb Wteft-Iiidies, they bad hindered the 
Fipei^ch from going to the South Sea; asthby did 
Atuiually during the whole courfe of the war without 
4|i€ leall aoleftation , and from whence they import- 
ed, into France in that tioie as much filver and gold 
0% the whole fpecies of that kingdom amounted to. 
V/'kh this immenfe and couftant fupply of wealth 
France was reduced in effed to bankruptcy before 
the end of the wan How much fooner muft (be - 
bave been fo , if this iupply had been kept from 
lier ? Th^ confeffioa of FmiKe her&lf ison my fide. 
rSh^ct. confefied l^rifiability to fupport what (be had 
undertaken , when Ae f^ed for peace as early as the 
year:Pnethoufandfeven hundred and fix. She made 
her utmoft efforts to anfwer the i^s:|>f dation of the 
Spaniards , and to ke^p their mo;iao:chy entire. 
.When :experience hadi^ade it evident that this was 
;beyoHd her power, (bethought herfelf.juftified to 
the Spanish nation « in 'confeiuihg to a partition , 
*and was ready to conclude a peace -with the allies 
ron the principles qi their. grand, alliance. But as 
France feemed to flatter heffelf , till experience made 
;her.deOrous to abandon an cnterprife that exceeded 
.her ftrength; !you will iind, my lord, that her 
enemies began to flatter themfelves in their turn« ' 
*^nd. to fqrm defigns and take engagements that 
exceeded theirs. Great Britain was drawn into 
thefc engagements little by little; for I do not re- 
member; any parliamentary declaration for conti- 
i>wiiig.tbe.: wartillPinwP (bould be de^roned, be- 
foi!ei^; year one thpufand (even hundf^d and fix: 
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and then fuch a declaration was judged neccffary to 
fecond the refolutionof our minifters and our allies^ 
in departing from the principles of the grand alli- 
ance , and in propofmg not only the redudtion of the 
French, but the conqucft of the Spanifli monarchy, 
as the objeds of the war. This new plan had takca 
place, andwe had begun to a(9t upon it, two years 
before , when the treaty with Portugal was con- 
cluded , and the archduke Charles , now emperor, 
was fent into Portugal firft , and into Catalonia 
afterwards, and was acknowledged and fupported 
as king of Spain. 

When your Ibrdftip pcrufes the anecdotes of the 
times here Ipoken of , and confiders the courfe and 
event of the great war which broke out on the death 
t>f the king of Spain, Charles the fecond, and 
was ended by the treaties of Utrecht and Rafladt;. 
you will find, that in orfcr to form a true judgment 
on the whole you muft confider very attentively the 
jgreat change made by the new plan that I have nier^- 
tipned ; and compare it with the plan of the grand 
alfliance , relatively to the general intereft of Europe, 
and the particular intereft of your own country. It 
willnot^. becaufe it cannot, be denied, that all the 
ends of the grand alliance might have been obtained 
by a peace in one thoufand ifeven hundred and fix. 
I need not recal the events of that, and of the pre- 
cedent years of the war. Not only the arms of 
France had been defeated on , every fide ; but tlie 
inward ftate.pf that kingdom was already more 
exbaufted than it 'had ever been« She webt on 
indeed, But ibe fiag^gerfd and jeeled under the 
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burden of the war. Our condition, I fpeak of 
Crreat Britain » was not quite fo bad ; but the 
charge of the war increafed annually upon us. It 
was evident that this charge mud continue to in- 
creafe, and it was no lefs evident that ournation 
was unable to bear it without falling foon into 
fuch diftrefs , and contradUng fuch debts , as we 
lave fcen and felt , and ftill feel. The Dutch 
neither retrained their trade , nor overloaded it 
with taxes. They foon altered the proportion of 
their quotas, and were deficient even after this 
alteration in them. But , however , it mud be 
allowed that they exerted their whole ftrength ; 
and they and we paid the whole charge of the 
war. Since therefore by fuch efforts as could 
not be continued any longer , without oppreffing 
and impoverilhing thefe jaations to a degree that 
no intcreft except that of their very being, nor 
any engagement of aflifting an alliance totis viri- 
"bus can require , France was reduced , and all the 
ends of the war were become attainable*; it will be 
worth your lordfliip*s while to confider why the 
true ufe was not made of the fuccefs of the confe-. 
derates againft France and Spain, and why a peace 
was not concluded in the fifth year of the war. When 
,your lordfhip confiders this, you will compare in 
your thoughts what the ftate of Europe' would 
have been, and that of your own country might 
have been , if the plan of the grand alliance had 
been purfued : with the poflible as well as certain, 
the contingent as well as neceflkry , confcquences 
of changing this plan in the manner it was changed. 
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You will be of opitilon , I think, and it fecms-' 
to me , after more than twenty years of r^colledlion , 
rc-examihation , and refle<ftion , that impartial pot 
tcrity muft be of the fame opinion ; you will be 
of opinion , I think , that the war was wife and jufl: 
before the change , becaufe neceffary to maintain 
that equality among the powers of Europe on 
which the public peace and common prosperity 
depends : and that it was unwife and unjuft after 
this change , becaufe unneceflary to this end , and 
diredled to other and to contrary ends. You 
will be guided by undeniable fads to difcover; 
through all the faJfe colors which have been laid,' 
and which deceived many at the time , that tbt 
war , after this change , became a war of paflion , 
of ambition, of avarice, and of private intereft; 
the private intereft of particular perfons and parti* 
tular ftates ; to which the general intereft of Europe 
was facrificed fo entirely ; that if the terms infifted 
on by the confederates had been granted , hay if 
even thofe which France was reduded to grant , in 
one thoufand fevcn hundred and ten , had been acJ 
cepted, fuch a new fyftem of power would have 
been created as rtight have expofed the balance 
of this power to deviations , and the peace of 
Europe to troubles , riot inferior to thofe that the 
war was dcfigned , when it began , to prevent.- 
Whilft you obferve Jthis in general , you will find 
particular occafion to lament the fate of Great 
Britain , in the midft of triumphs that have been 
founded fb' high. She had triumphed indeed to 
Ihe year one thoufand feveh hundred and fiac; 
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inclufivcly : but what were her triumphs afterwards? 
What was her fuccefs after (he proceeded on the 
new plan ? I fli ill fay fomething on that head immedi- 
ately. Here let me only fay, that the glory of taking 
towns , and winning battles , is to be meafurcd by 
,the utility that refults from thofe vidories. Vidto- 
ries , that bring honor to the arms • may bring fhamc 
to the councils, of a.nation. To win a battle, to 
take a town, is the glory of a general, and of an 
army. Of this glory we had a very large fliare in 
the courfe of the war. But the glory of a nation is 
to proportion the ends fhe propofes, to her interell 
and her ilrength ; the means the employs to the ends 
(be propofes , and the vigor flie exerts to both. Of 
this glory , I apprehend , we have had very little to 
t>oa(l, at any time, and particularly in the great 
^onjundure of which I am fpe?king. The reafons 
of ambition, avarice, and private intereft, which 
engaged, the' princes and ftates of the confederacy to 
depart from the principles of the grand alliance » 
were no reafons for Great Britain. She neither ex- 
peded nor defired any thing more than what (he 
might have obtained by adhering to thofe principles. 
What hurried our nation then , with fo much fpirie 
4nd ardor , into thofe of the new plan ? Your lordOiip 
will anfwer this queftion t6 yourfclf , I believe, by 
the prejudices and raflinefs of party ; by the influence 
that the firft, fuccefles of the confederate arms gave 
to our minifters ; and the popularity they gave , if 
1 may lay fo, to the war; by ancient, and frefli re- 
fcntments , which the unjuft and violent ufurpations, 
in fiiort the whole condud of Lewis the fourteenth; 
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for forty years togetjier, his haughty treatment of 
other princes and dates , and even the ftyle of his 
court, had created ; and, to mention no more, by a no- 
tion, groundlefs but prevalent, that he was and would 
be mafter as long as his grandfon was king of Spain , 
and that there could be no effedlual meafure taken, 
though the grand alliance fuppofed that there might, 
to prevent a future union of the two monarchies , 
as long as a prince of the houfe of Bourbon fat on 
tbeSpanifli throne. That fuch a notion fhould have 
prevailed, in the firft confufion of thoughts which 
the death and will ofCHARLts the fecond produced, 
among the generality of men , whofaw the fleets and 
armies of France take poffeffidn of all the parts of the 
Spanifh monarchy, is not* to be wondered at by 
thofe that confider how ill the generality of mankind 
are informed, how incapable they arc of judging; 
and yet how ready to pronounce judgment; in fine, 
how inconfiderately they follow one another in any 
popular opinion which the heads of party broach , 
or to which the |irft appearances of things have 
givch occafion. But, even at this time, the councils 
of England and Holland did not entertaiathis notion. 
They adled on quite another, as might be fhown in 
many inftances if any other bcfides that of the grand 
alliance was neceflary. When thefe councils there- 
fore fcemed to entertain this notion afterwards , and 
adted and tobk engagements to a(fl upon it , we muft 
conclude that they had other motives. They could 
not haVe thefe ; for they knew, that as the Spaniards 
had b^cn driven by the two treaties of [partition to 
giv« their monarchy to a prince of the ii4u£e of 
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Bourbon ) fo they were driven into the arms of 
France by the' war that we made to force a third 
upon thern. If we adled rightly on tl^ principles of 
the grand alliance , they adled rightly on thofe of the 
will ; and if we could not avoid 'making an offenfivc 
war, at the expenfe of forming and maintaining a 
vaft confederacy, they could not avoid purchafing 
the protedlion and affiftance of France in a defenfivc 
war , and efpecially in the beginning of it , according 
to what I have fome where obferved already, by 
yielding to the authority and admitting the influence 
of that court in all the affairs of their government. 
Our minifters knew therefore, that if any 'inference 
was to be drawn from the firft part of this notion, it 
was for fhortening , not prolonging , the war ; for de- 
livering the Spaniards as foon as pofTible from habits 
of union and intimacy with France ; not for con- 
tinuing them under the fame neceffity , till by length 
of tin^e thefe habits Ihould be confirmed. As to the 
latter part of this notion , they knew that it was 
falfe and filly. Garth the beft-natured, ingenious , 
wild man 1 ever knew , might be in the right when 
he faid , in fome of his poems , at that time. . 

** An Auftrian prince alone, 

** Is fit to nod upon a Spanilh throne. '* 

The fetting an Auftrian prince upon it was, no 
doubt, the fureft expedient td prevent an union of 
the two monarchies of France and Spain ; juft as 
fetting a prince of the houfe of Bourbon on that 
throne was the fureft expedient to preveiit an union 
^f the Imperial and Spanilh crowns. Biit it was equally 
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falfc to fay ^ in either cafe , that this was the fole 
expedient. It would be no paradox » butapropofi* 
tion eafily proved, to advance, that if thefe unions 
had been effedually provided againft, the general 
intereft of Europe would have been little concerned 
whetherPaiLiP or Charles had nodded at Madrid. 
It would be likewife no paradox to fay, that the 
contingency of uniting France and Spain under the 
fame prince appeared more remote , about the middle 
of the laft great war , when the dethronement of 
Philip in favor of Charles was made a condi- 
tion of peace fme qua non, than the contingency 
of an union of the Imperial and Spanish crownSi. 
Nay , I know not whether it would be a paradox 
to affirm, that the ejcpedient that was taken, and 
that was always obvious to be taken , of exclud- 
ing Philip and his race from the fucceffion o( 
France, by creating an intereft in all the other 
princes of the blood , and by confcquence a party 
in France itfelf, for their exclufion, whenever the 
cafe fhould happen , was not in its nature more ef- 
feflual than any that could have been taken : and fome 
muft have been taken , not only to exclude Charles 
from the empire whenever the cafe (hould happen 
that happened foon , the death of his brother Joseph 
without iffue male, but his pofterity likewife in all 
future vacancies of the imperial throne. The ex- 
pedient that was taken againft Philip at the 
treaty of Utrecht , they who oppofed the peace 
attempted to ridicule ; but fome of them have had 
occafion fince that time to fee , though the cafe has 
not happened) how effe(£lual it would have been 
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if it had : and he who Ibould go about to ridicole 
it after our experience, would only make hitnfelf 
ridiculous. Notwithftanding all this , he , who 
tr^nfp6rtshimfelfback to that time^ muftacknovr^ 
ledge , that tlie confederated powers in genera] 
could not but be of Garth's mind , and think 
it more agreeable to the common intereft of Eu- 
rope^ that a branch of Auftria, than a branch 
of Bourbon , fhould gather the Spanifh fucceffion , 
and that the maritime powers, as they are called 
impertinently enough with refpedt to the fupc- 
riority of Great Britain , might think it was for 
their particular intereft to have a prince , depend- 
ent for fome time at leaft on them , king of 
Spain , rather than a prince whofe dependence , 
as long as he ftood in any, muft be naturally 
on France. I do not fay, as fome have done, 
s^ prince whofe family was an old ally , rather 
than* a prince whofe family was an old enemy; 
becaufe I lay no weight on the gratitude of 
princes , and am as much perfuaded that aa 
Auftrian king of Spain would have made us re- 
turns of that fort in no other proportion than 
of his want of us , as I am that Philu* and his 
race will make no other returns of the fame fort 
to France. If this affair bad been entire, there- 
fore, on the death of the king of Spain; if. wc 
had made no partition , nor he any will, the 
whole monarchy of Spain would have been the 
prize to be fought for: and our wifhcs, and fuch 
efforts as we were able to make , in the moft 
unprovided condition imaginable , muft have 

been 
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been on the fide of Auftria. But it was fer from 
being entire. A prince of the houfe of Auftria 
might have been on the fpot , before the king of 
Spain <Iied, to gather his fucceffibn; but inftead 
of this a prince of the houfe of Bourbon was there 
foon afterwards , and took poflfeffion of tht whole 
monarchy V to which he had been called by the 
late king's will , and by the voice of the Spanilh^ 
nation. The councils of England and Holland 
therefore preferred very wifely, by their engage* 
ments in the grand alliance , what Was more 
pradiqable though lefs eligible, to what they deemed 
more eligible, but faw become. by the ; courfc ■ of 
events, if not abfolutely impracticable , -yet aa 
enterpfife of more lepgth, more diffictrt'ty'i 'artd- 
greater expenfe of blood and trcafure , tjian thefc 
nations were able to bear j' or than they c*ght tc^ 
bear , when their fecurity arid ftiat of the f^ft of 
Europe might be fufficiently provided ioP at' 4- 
cheaper rat^.' If the confederates could not obtain, 
by the force of their arms, the ends of the war/ 
laid down in the grand alliance, to what purjpbfc; 
would it be to flipulatc for more ? Arid if fchey wete 
able to obtain thefe , it was -evident that^ wtiilft 
they difmembered theSpanifh nionarchy, they naift 
reduce the power of France. This happeiicd;' 
the Low countries were conquered ; the French 
Were driven out of Germany and Italy ; and - 
Lewis the - fourteenth , who had fo- long and fa 
lately fet mankind at defiance;^ was reduced to- 
fue for peace. 
If it bad hetn granted him in one thoufand 
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feven hundred and fix , on what foot muft it 
have been granted? The allies had already in 
their power all the ftates that were to compofc 
the reafonable fatisfadion for the emperor, I fay, 
in their power ; becaufe though Naples and Sicily 
"sgtre not actually reduced at that time, yet the 
expulfioi} of the French out of Italy, and the 
difpofition of the people of thofe kingdoms con- 
fidered, it was plain the allies might reduce them 
'when they pleafed. The confederate arms were 
iqperior till then in Spain, and feveral provinces 
acknowledged Charles the third. If the reft 
had been yielded to him by treaty, all that the 
new plan required had been obtaintd. If the 
Rwch would not yet have abandoned Philip , 
2^ we had found that the Caftilians would, not 
even; when oiir army* was at Madrid, all that the 
0kl plan, the plan of the grand alliance required, had 
Ifce^ obtained? but ftill France and Spain had 
givpa npthirtg to purchafe a peace , and they 
wertfr jri, circumftances not to expcdl it without 
porf^hAfing it They would have purchafed it , 
i^y lord : and France, as well as Spain, would 
hav^ contributed a larger fhare qf the price , ra- 
ther ;thaii continue the war, in her exhaufted 
ifts^^e. Such a treaty of peace would have, been 
a' third treaty of partition indeed , but vaftly pre-, 
lerable to the two former. The great objedioa 
to the former was:drawn from that confiderable 
ipc^eafeof dominion, wjhich the crown of France, 
and not a branch of the houfe of Bourbon , acquired 
jiiyihom. I ,knp%y what may be^faid fpecioufly 
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enough to pcrfuade , that fuch an increafe of do- 
minion would rtot have augmented , but would 
rather have weakened the power of France, and 
-what examples may be drawn from hiftory td 
countenance fuch an opinion. I know likewife, 
that the compaft figure of France, and the con* 
tiguity of all her provinces , make a very eflential 
part of the force of her monarchy. Had the de- 
signs of Charles the eighth , Lewis the twelfth; 
Francis the firft, and Henry the fecond, fuc 
ceeded , the dominions of France would have 
been more extenfive, and I believe the ftrength 
of her monarchy would have beeii lefs. 1 have 
fometimes thought that even the lofs of the battle 
of St Qiientin, which obliged Henry the fecond 
to recal the duke of Guise with his army out of 
It^Iy, was in this refped: no unhappy event. But 
the reafoning which is good , I think , when ap- 
plied to thofe times , will not hold when applied 
to ours , and to the cafe I confider here ; the ftate 
of France, the ftate of her neighbours, and the 
whole conftitution of Europe being fo extremely 
different. The bbjeftion therefpre to the two 
treaties of partition had a real weight The 
power of France , deemed \ already exorbitant, 
would have been increafed by this acceffion of 
dominion, in the hands of Lewis the fourteenth: 
and the ufe he intended to njake of it by keeping 
Italy and Spain in awe, appears in the article 
that gave him the ports on the Tufcan coaft , and 
the province of Guipufcoa. This king WilliaM 
might, and, I <|ucIlion not^ did fees but that prince 
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might think too, that for this very reafon Lewis 
the fourteenth would adhere, in all events, to the 
treaty of partition : and that thefe confequences 
.were more remote , and would be lefs dangerous^ 
than thofe of making no partition at all. Th^i 
partition, even the worft that might have been 
made by a treaty of peace in one tlioufand fcvea 
iiundred and fix, would have been the very reverfc 
of this# France would have been weakened , and 
.her enemies (Irengthened , by her conceflions on 
the fide of the Low Countries , of Germany , and 
Savoy. If a prince of her royal family had remained 
in poffeflioa of Spain and the Weft -Indies, no 
advantage would have accrued to her by it, and 
cffedpal bars would have been oppofed to an union 
of the two monarchies. The houfe of Auftria 
would have had a reafonable fatisfadion for that 
ihadow of right, which, a former partition gave 
her. She had no other after the will of Gha.rles 
the fecond ; ^d^iis may be juftly termed a (hadow, 
fince Englaq^d , Holland , and France could confer 
no real right to the Spanifh fucceflion , nor to any 
part of it. She had declined acceding to that par- 
tition , before France departed from it , and would 
have preferred the Italian provinces , without Spain 
and the Weft-Indies , to Spain and the Weft-Indies 
without the Italian provinces. The Italian provinces 
would have fallen to her fhare by this partition. The 
particular demands of .England and Holland would 
have fuffered no difficulty, and thofe that we were 
obliged by treaty to make for others would have 
ibecn eafy to adjuft. . Would not this have been 
enough , my lord , for the public fccurity, fur 
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the common interefl, and for the glory of our 
arms ? To have humbled and reduced, in five 
campaigns, a power that had difturbed and infulted 
» Europe almoft forty years; to have rcftored, in 
fo fhort a time , the balance of power in Europe 
to a fufficient point of equality, after it had been 
more than fifty years, that is from the treaty of 
Weftphalia, in a gradual deviation from this point; 
in fhort to have retrieved, in one thoufand feven 
hundred and fix, a game that was become def- 
perate at the beginning of the century. To have 
done all this before the war had exhaufted our 
ftrength, was the utmoft fur-e that any man could 
defire who intended-the public good alone : and 
no hqneft reafon ever was, nor ever will be given, 
why the war was. protradled any longer ; why w? 
neither made peace after a fliort, vigorous, and 
faccefsful war, nor put it entirely out of the power 
of France to continue at any rate a long one. I 
have faid , and it is true , that this had been entirely 
out of her power, if we had given greater inter- 
ruption to the commerce of Old and New Spain, 
and if we had hindered France from importing 
annually , from the year one thoufand feverv hun- 
dred and t\vo , fuch immenfe treafures as fhe did 
import by the (hips flie fent , with the perroiflTionL 
of Spain , to the South-Sea. It has been advanced, 
and it is a common opinion , that we were reftrained 
by the jealoufy of the Dutch from making ufe of 
the liberty given by treaty to them and us, and 
which , without his imperial majefty's leave , fincc 
vrc entered into the war, we might have uken^ 
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of making conqucfts in the Spanifli Weft- Indies. 
Be it fo. But to go to the South-Seas , to trade there 
if we could, to pillage the Weft -Indies without 
making conqyefts if we could not, and, whether 
we traded or whether we pillaged , to binder the 
French from trading there; was a meafure that 
would have given, one ought to think, no jealoufy 
to the Dutch , who might, and it is to be fuppofed, 
would , have taken their part in thefe expeditions ;_ 
or if it had given them jealoufy, what could they 
have replied when a Britifli minifter had told 
them : ** That it little became them to find fault 
•* that we traded with or pillaged the {Spaniards 
** in the Weft-Indies to the detriment of our com- 
** mon enemy, whilft^we connived at them who 
** traded with this enemy to his and their great 
•* advantage, againft our remonftrances, and ia 
* violation of the condition upon which we had 
^ given the firft augmentation of our forces in the 
** Low Countries ? " We might have purfued this 
meafure notwithftanding any engagement that we 
took by the treaty with Portugal, if I remember that 
treaty right : but inftcad of this , we wafted our 
forces , and fquandered millions after millions ia 
fupporting our alliance with this crown, and in 
purfuing the chimerical projed which was made 
the objedl of this alliance. I call it chimerical , be- 
caufe it was equally, fo , to expedk a revolution in 
favor of Charles the third on theflender authority 
of fuch a trifler as the admiral of Caftile; and« 
when this failed us , to hope to conquer Spain by 
the affiftance of the Portuguefe, and the revolt of 
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the Catalans. Yet this was the foundation upon 
which the new plan of the war was built, andfo 
many ruinous engagements were taken. 

The particular motives of private men, as well 
as of princes and ftates , to protrad the war, arc 
partly known, and partly gueflcd, at this time. 
But whenever that time comes, and I am per- 
fuaded it will come, when their fecret motives, 
their fecret defigns, and intrigues, can be laid 
open , I prefume to fay to your lordfhip that the 
moft confufed fcene of iniquity, and folly, that it 
is poffibie to imagine , will appear. In the mean 
while, if your lord/hip confiders only the treaty 
of barrier, as my lord Townshend figned it, 
without, nay in truth , againft orders ; for the duke 
of Marlborough, though joint plenipotentiary, 
<fid not : if you confider the famous preliminaries 
of ane thoufand feven hundred and nine, which we 
made a mock-lhow, of ratifying, though we knew 
that they would not be accepted ; for fo the 
marquis of ToRCY had told the penfionary before 
he left the Hague , as the faid marquis has aflured 
me very often fmcc that time : if you inquire 
into the anecdotes of Gertrudenberg , and: if you 
coiifult other authentic papers that arc extant, 
your lordlhipij will fee the policy of the new plan, 
I think, in this light Though we had refufed, before 
the war began, to enter into engagements for the 
conqued of Spain, yet as fbon as it began when 
the reafon of things was ftill the fame , for the 
iuccefs of our firft campaign cannot be feid to 
have akered it 3^ vre entered into thefe very 
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engagements. By the treaty wherein wc took 
thcfe engagements firft , Portugal was brought 
into the grand alliance; that is, fhe confented to 
employ her formidable forces againft Philip, at 
the expenfe of England and Holland, provided 
we would debar ourfelves from making anyacqui- 
fitions , and the houfe of Auftria promife , that 
fbe ihould acquire many important places in Spain-^ 
and an immenfe extent of country in America. 
By fuch bargains as this , the • whole confederacy 
was formed, and held together. Such means 
were indeed effedual to multiply Enemies to 
France and Spain , but a projed fo extenfive and 
fo difficult as to make many bargains of this kind 
neceffary, and neceffary for a great nun>ber of 
years, and for a very uncertain event, was a pro- 
jedl into which, for this very reafon, England 
and Holland Ihould not hav'e entered* It is 
worthy your obfervation, my lord, that thefe 
bad bargains would not have been continued , 
as they were almofl to ' our immediate ruin, if 
the w^ar had not been protradled under the pre- 
tended neceffity of reducing the whole Spanifii 
monarchy to the obedience of the houfe of Auftria* 
Now, as no other confederate , except Portugal » 
was to receive his rccompenice by^any difmem* 
berment of dominions in Old or New Spain , the 
engagements we took to conquer this whole mo^ 
narchy had no vifible neceffiiry caufe, but tbe^ 
procuring the acceffion of this power, that waa 
already neuter, to the grand aJliaace. This ac* 
ceffion , as I have laid before ,^ feryed o.nlj^ .tQ. 
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make usnegled immediate and certain advahtage^i 
for remote and uncertain hopes ; and chufc to 
attempt ,the conqueft of the Spanifli nation at our 
owrt vaft expenfe , whom we might have ftarved, 
and by ftarving reduced both the French arid them, 
at their expenfe. 

1 called the neceflity of reducing the whole 
Spahilh monarchy to the obedience of the houfe 
of Auftria , a pretended neceflity : and pretended 
it was, not real, without doubt. Butl am apt 
to think your lordfhip may go further, and find 
fome reafons to fufpeft / that the opinion itfelf 
of this^neceflity was not very real, in the minds 
of thofe who urged it : in. the minds 1 would fay 
of the able men among them ; for that it was real 
in fome of our zealous Britifh politicians, I do 
vtheni the juftice to believe. Your lordfhip may 
find reafons to fufpe(fl perhaps , that this opinioii 
was fet up rather to occafion a diverfion of the 
forces of France, and to furnifli pretences foi* 
prolonging the war for other ends. 

Before the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and ten, the war was kept alive with alternate 
fuccefs in Spain ; and it may be faid therefore , 
that the defign of conquering this kingdom con- 
tinued , as well as the hopes of fucceeding. But 
why then did the States General refufe, in one 
thoufand feven hundred and nine, to admit anr 
article in the barrier-treaty, by which they would 
have obliged themfelves to prOctire* the whole 
Spanifli monarchy to the houfe of Aufl:ria, when^ 
that zealous politician, tny lord TowKSHEVDy 
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prefled them to it» ? If their opinion of the 
neceflity of carrying on the war , till this point 
could be obtained , was real ; why did they rifk 
the immenfe advantages given them with fo much 
profufe generofity by this treaty , rather than 
confent to an engagement that was fo conformable 
to their opinion? 

After the year one thoufand feven hundred 
and ten , it will not be faid , I prefume , that the 
war could be fupported in Spain with any profpeA 
of advantage on our fide. We had fufficiently 
experienced how little dependance could be bad 
on the vigor of the Portugucfe ; and how firmly 
the Spanifb nation in general, the Caftilians in 
particular, were attached to Philip. Our armies 
had been twice at Madrid , this prince had been 
twice driven from the capital, his rival had been 
there, none ftirred in favor of the vidorious^ all 
wiflied and adled for the vanquilbed. In fbort the 
£al(hood of all thofe lures , by which we had been 
enticed to make war in Spain, had appeared fuf- 
ficiently in one thoufand feven hundred and fix; 
but was fo grofsly evident in one thoufand feven 
hundred and ten, that Mr. Craggs, who was 
fent towards the end of that year by Mr. Stan- 
hope into England, on commiflions which he 
executed with much good fenfe and much addrefs, 
owned to me, that, in Mr. Stanhopb's opinion, 
and he was not apt to defpond of fuccefs , efpe- 
daily in the execution of his own projeds, nothing 
could be done more in Spain , the general attach* 
ment of the people to Philip^ and their averfioxt 
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to Charles confidered : that armies of twenty or 
thirty thoiifand men might walk about that country 
till doom's -day, fo he expreffed himfelf, without 
cffe<fl : that wherever they came, the people would# 
fubmit to CHAaLES. the third out of terror, andf 
as foon as they were gone , proclaim Philip die 
fifth again out of affedlion : that to conquer Spain 
required a great army; and to keep it, a greater. 

Was it poffibic, after this, to think in good 
earneft of conquering Spain, and could they be 
in good earneft who continued to hold the fame 
language, and to infift on the fame meafures? 
Could they, be fo in the following year, when 
the emperor Joseph died? Charles was becomie 
tlien the fole furviving male of the houfe of Auftria, 
and fucceeded to the empire as well as to ftU the 
hereditary dominions of that family. Could thty 
be in earneft who maintained , even in this con* 
jedure, that " no peace could be lafe, hofiorable, 
^ or lafting, fo long as the kingdom of Spain and 
^ the Weft-Indies remained in the poffeffion of 
^ any branch of the houfe of Boutbon?" Did 
they mean that Charles fhould be emperor and 
king of Spain ? In this projed they woiild have 
had the allies againft them. Did they mean to call 
the duke of Savoy to the crown of Spain , or to 
beftow it on fome other prince ? In this projcft 
they would have had his Imperial majefty againft 
them. In either cafe the confederacy would have 
been broken : and how then would they have 
continued the war ? Did they mean nothing, or 
did they mean fomething more than they owned ; 



Digitized by 



Google 



tit A Sketch of the H i 8 T o R T Let. g, 

fomcthing more than to reduce the exorbitant 
power of France , and to force the whole Spanifh 
monarchy but of the houfe of Bourbon ? 

Both thefe ends might have been obtained at 
Gertrudenberg. Why were they" not obtained? 
Read the preliminaries of one thoufand feven hun- 
dred and nine, which were made the foundation 
of this treaty. Inform yourfelf of what paffed there, 
and obferve what followed. Your lordflbip will 
remain aftonilhed. I remain fo every time I reflledt 
upon them, though I faw thefe things at no very 
great diftance, even whilft they were in tranfadlion ; 
and though I know mod certainly that France loft, 
two years before , by the little (kill and addrefs of 
ber principal * miniftcr, in anfwering overtures 
made tluring the fiege of Lifle by a principal pcrfoa 
among the allies, fuch an opportunity, and fuch 
a correfpondencc, as would have removed fome 
of the obftacles that lay now in her way , have 
prevented others , and have procured her peace. An 
equivalent for the thirty-feventh article of the preli- 
minaries, that is, for the ceflion of Spain and the 
Weft-Indies, was the point to be difcufled at Gertru- 
denberg. Naples and Sicily, or even Naples and Sar- 
dinia would have contented the French, at leaftthey 
would have accepted therfi as the equivalent. Buys 
and Vanderdussen, who treated with them, report- 
ed this to the minifters of the allies : and it was upoa 
this occafion that the duke of Marlborough, as 
Buys himfelf told me , took immediately the lead, 
and congratulated the affembly on the near ap- 

* ♦ Cmamillard. 
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proach of a pcaee ; faid , that fince the French 
were in this difpofition , it was time to confider 
what further demands Ihould be made upon them, 
according to the liberty obferved in the prelimi*- 
naries ; and exhorted all the minifters of the allies 
to adjuft their feveral ulterior pretenfions ^ and to 
prepare their demands. 

This proceeding, and what followed^ put me 
in mind of that of the Romans with the Cartha* 
ginians. The former were refolved to confent to 
no peace till Carthage was laid in ruins. They^fet 
a treaty however on foot , at the requeft of theiy 
old enemy, inipofed fome terms, and referred 
them to their generals for the reft. Their generals 
purfued the fame method , and , by referving ftill 
a right of making ulterior demands, they reduced 
the Carthaginians ai;, laft to the neceflity of aban* 
doning their city , or of continuing the war after 
they had given up their arms , their machines , au4 
their fleet , in hopes of peace. 

France faw the fnare, and refolved to. run any, 
l-iflc rather than to be caught in it. We continued 
to demand , under pretence of fecuring the ceffioa 
of Spain and the Weft-Indies, that Lewis the, 
fourteenth (hould take on him to dethrone hi»^ 
grandfon in the fpace of two months; and, if he. 
did not eflfedl it in that time , that we (hould be 
at liberty to renew the war without rcftoring the; 
places that were to be put into our bands accordinj^ 
to che preliminaries ; which were the moft important 
places France poflcffed on the fide of the Low. 
Countriejs. Lewis pffered to abandon his grandfon jt 
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»nd, if he could not prevail on*him to refign , to 
furnifh' money ta the allies , who might at the 
cxpenfe of France force him to evacuate Spain. 
The propofition made by the allies had an air of 
inhumanity : and the reft of mankind might be 
fbocked to fee the grandfatlier obliged to make 
vrar on his grandfon. But Lewis the fourteenth 
had treated mankind with too much inhumanity 
in his profperous days, to have any reafon to 
complain even of this propofition. His people 
indeed , who are apt to have great partiality for 
their kings, might pity his diftrefs. This happened, 
and he found his account in it. Phi LI? muft 
have evacuated Spain , I think , notwithftandihg 
his own obftinacy, the fpirit of his queen, and 
the refolute attachment of the Spaniards , if his 
grandfather had infifted, and been in earneft to 
force him. But if this expedient was, as it was. 
odious , why did wd prefer to continue the war 
' againft France and Spain , rather than accept the 
Other ? Why did we negledl the opportunity of 
reducing , effedually and immediately , the exor- 
bitant power of Frarice , and of rendering the 
conqueft of Spain pradicable? both which might 
have been brought about, and confequently the 
avowed ends of the war might have been anfwered, 
by accepting the expedient that France bflFered. 
•* France , " it was faid ,^ " was not fincere : fhe 
•• meant nothing more than to amufe , and divide." 
This reafon was given at the time ; but fome o£ 
thofe who gave it then , Ihave feen afhamed to 
infi|t on it fince. France was not in a condition 
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to ad the part flie had afted in former treaties : 
and her diftrefs was no bad pledge of herfmcerity 
on this occafion. But there was a better ftill. The 
ftrong places that ihe muft have put into the hands 
of the allies, would have cxpofed her, on the 
leaft breach of faith , to fee , not her frontier alone, 
but even the provinces that lie behind it, defolated : 
and prince £uG£K£ might have had the fafeisfac- 
tion, it is faid, I know not how truly, he de- 
fired , of marching with the torch in his hand to 
Verfailles. . 

Your lordfliip will obferve, that the conference$ 
at Gertrudenberg ending in the manner they did, 
the inflexibility of the allies gave new life and 
fpirit to the French and Spanifli nations , diftrefled 
and exhaufted as they were. The troops of the 
former withdrawn out of Spain , and the Spaniards 
left to defend themfelves as they could, the Spa- 
niards alone , obliged us to retreat from Madrid , 
and defeated us in our retreat. But your lordfliip 
may think perhaps, as I do, that if Lewis the 
fourteenth had bound himfelf by a folemn treaty 
to abandon bis grandfon, had paid a fqbfidy to 
dethrone him, and had confented to acknowledge 
another king of Spain , the Spaniards would noe 
have exerted the fame zeal for Philip; the anions 
of Almenara and Saragofla might have been deci- 
five, and thofe of Brihuega and Villa Viciofa 
would not have happened. After all thefc events^ 
how could any reafonable man expeA that a war 
fliould be fupported with advantge in Spain , to 
which the court of Vienna had contributed, nothing; 
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from th« firft, fcarcc bread to their archduke; 
which Portugal waged faintly and with deficient 
quotas ; and which the Dutch had in a manner 
renounced , by neglefting to recruit their forces ? 
How was Cha^kles to be placed on the Spanilb 
throne, orFuiLip at lead to be driven out of 
it ? by the fuccefs of the confederate arms in other 
parts. But what fuccefe fuflBcient to this purpofc; 
could we expcd? This gueftion may be anCwered 
beft ? by fliowing what fuccefs we had* 

Portugal and Savoy did nothing before the 
fieath of the emperor Joseph; and declared in 
{orm , as foon as he was dead , that they would 
carry on the war no longer to fet the crown of 
Spain on the head of Gharles, fince this would 
be to fight againft the very principle they had 
fought for- The .Rhine was a fcene of inadion* 
The fble efforts, that, were to bring about the 
great event of dethroning ^Philip , were thofc 
which the duke of Marlborough was able to 
make. He took three towns in one thoufand feveh 
hundred and ten, Aire, Bctbune, and St. Venant: 
and one, Bouchain, in one thoufand feven hun-t 
dred and eleven. Now this conq^eft being ia 
fedl the only one the confederates made that year-, 
Bouchain may be faid properly and truly to have 
coft oair nation very near feven millions fterlingj 
for your lordfliip will find, I believe, that the 
charge, of the: war for that year amounted to no 
lef&. ..It is true that the duke of MARLBOROUGrt 
had piropofeda very great projed:, by which incur- 
j^ona would have been ihade during the winter into 

France; 



Digitized by 



Google 



Let 8. , and State of Europb. ag;^ 

France; the next campaign might have been oficned 
eiarly on oiir fide; and fevferal other great and 
obvious advantages might have been obtained ; but 
the Dutch" refufed to contribute , even lefs than 
their proportion , for the Queen had oflFered to take 
the deficiency on herfelf , to the expenfe of barracks 
and forage; and difappointed by their obftinacy 
the whole defign. 

We were then aroufed with vifionary fcheni^^ 
of marching our whole, army, in a year or ty/o 
more^ and after a town or two more were tafceri, 
diredly to Paris ^ or at leift into the hr-art of 
France. But was this fo eafy or fo fure a gaihe? 
The French expecfted we would play it. Their 
generals had vifited the feveral pofts they might 
take, when our army ^ould enter France, (o 
retard, to incommode, to diftrcfs us in feur march, 
and even to make a decifive ftanci and to give 
us battle. I take what I fay here fjroto indifputable 
authority, that of the perfons cohfulted and 
employed in preparing for this great diftrefs. Had 
we been beaten , or had we been forced to retire 
towards our own frontier in the Low Countries, 

^ after penetrating into France, the hopes on which 
we protraded the war would have been difap- 
pointed , and , 1 think , the moft fanguine would 
have then repented refufing the offers made at 
Gertrudenberg. But if we had beaten the frencK;^ 

• for it was fcarce lawful in thofe days of our pre- 
fumption to fuppofe the contrary , would the Whole 
monarchy of Spain have been our immediate* and 
certain prize? Suppofe, and I fuppofp it on good 

S 
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groindst my lord, that the French hail xtSolved 

to defend their country inch by inch, and that 

.Li.wi$ the fourteenth had determined to retiiie 

. with his court to Lions or elfeiif here , and to dc- 

,iend the paffage of the Loire , when he could no 

longer diefeod that of the Seine, rather than fubmit 

jto the terms impofed on faito : what ibould W£ 

have done in this cafe ? Muft we not have ac« 

,cepted fuch a peace as we had reftifed; or have 

, ftotn&td the war till we bad ^cooquered France 

iirft , in order to conquer Spain afterwards ? Did 

we hope for revokitions in France ? We had 

hoped for ihem in Spain : and we fhould have 

.been bubbles of our hopes in both. That there 

. was a fpirit raifed againft the government of 

\ LtiVTiS the fourteenth , »in his court , nay in his 

^mily , and that ftrange fchemes of private am- 

] bition were formed and jCorming there , I cannot 

. doubt : ^nd fome e&ds of this fpirit produced 

perhaps the greateft mortifications that be Offered 

in the latter part of his reign. 

A night inftance of this fpirit is all I will 

'^upte at this time. I &pped , in 'the year one 

tbouTand fcvea hundred and Shfitm , at a haufe m 

France , where two * perfans of no fmall figure, 

, who had been in great company thatn%ht, arrived 

. very iate. The cpnvedbtion turned on the events 

of the precedent wiu: , and the jAegociations of the 

late j)ieace; in the process 6f iheconverfation, one 

of them t broke loofe^ and faid, dtredling his 

* T^c dtikes de LA FEOlLlAM and MORt'fiMAR. 
: t U FEttHiAPB. - * 
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difcourfe to me» ^ Vou$ auriez pa nous ^rafer 
^ dans cc teoips-lk : pourquoi nc I'avez-vous pas faitt^ 
I anfwercd him coolly , ^ Parce que dans ce temps- 
^ia nous n'avons plus craint vocre puiflance. '' This 
anecdote, too trivial for biftoiyf may find its place 
in a letter , and may fcrve to confirm what I havie 
admitted, that there were perfons even, in France ^ 
wwho expe^ed to find their private account in the 
diftrefs of their country. But thefe perfons were 
lew 9 naen of Wild imaginations and ftrong paflions, 
tnore enterpfifing than capable, and of more name 
than credit. In general the endeavours of Lewis 
the fourteenth, aiid the facrifices he offered tp make 
in order to obtain a peace, had attached his people 
ItnOre than ever to him: and if Lewis had detei- 
Icniiied hot to go farther than he had offered at 
Gertrud^nberg^ in abandoning his grandfgn , the 
iP'rencli nation woidd not have ^ibandoned him. 

But $o refume what I have (aid or hinted 
-^dready ; the neceflkry coofequences of protrading 
the war in^ order to dethrone Philip , from tfap 
year one thoufand feven hundred and eleven in* 
clufivf ly , could be no other than thefe : our defiga 
of penetrating into France might have been de^ 
feated , and have become ^i^tal to us by a reverie 
of fortune: ourfirftfuccefs might not have obliged 
"^he French to iubmit; and we might bave had 
France to conquer , after we had failed in our firft 
attempt to conquer Spain , and even in order to 
))roceed to a fecond : the French might have fub^ 
mitted , and the Spaniards not ; and whilft the 
former had beta employed to force the latttf^ 

Sa 
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according to the fcheme of the allies; or whilft, 
^the latter fubmitting likewife , Phj lip had evacuated 
Spain , the high allies might have gone together 
by the ears about dividing the fpoil , and difpofmg 
of the crown of Spain, To thefe iffues were things 
brought by prdtrading the war; by refufmg to 
Dti'ake peace, on the principles of the grand alliance 
at worft, in one thoufand fcven hundred and fix; 
and by refufing to grant it , even on thofc of the 
new plan, in.onethouland feven hundred and ten. 
jSuch contingent events as I have mentioned flood 
in profped before us. The end of the war was 
removed out of fight; and they^ who clamored 
rather than argued for the continuation of it, con^ 
tented themfelves to afBrm , that France was not 
enough reduced , and that no peace ought to be 
made 9$ long as a prince of the houfe of Bourbdn 
remained on theSpanifh throne. When they would 
think France enough reduced, it was impoflible 
to guefs. Whether they intended to join the Im- 
perial and SpaniQi crowns on the head of Charles^ 
^ho had declared his irrevocable refolution to con« 
tinue the war till the conditions infilled upon at 
Gertrudcnbcrg were obtained : whether they in- 
tended to bellow Spain and the Indies on fome 
other prince : and how this great alteration in their 
own plan fhould be effeded by common confenti^ 
bow poffcffion (hould be gi^en to Charles, or 
to any other prince ,. not only of Spain but of all 
the Spanifh dominions out of Europe, where the 
attachment to Phi Ll? was at lead, as flrpng as in 
Callile, and where it « would not Ji)e fo eafy, the 
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diftance and extent of thcfe dominions confidered, 
to' oblige tke Spaniards C6 fubmit to another 
government: Thefe points^ and many more equaUy 
neceffary to be determined , and dqually difficult 
to prepare, were neither determined nor. prepared; 
fo that we were reduced to carry on the war , 
after the death of the emperor Joseph , without 
any pofitive fcheme agreed to, ' as. the fcheme^ ol 
the future peace, by the alties« That of the! grand 
alliance we had long before renounced : that of 
the new plan was become ineligible ;. and, if it 
had been eligible, it would have been impradicable, . 
beeaufeofthedivifion it would. have created among 
the allies themfelves : feveral of whom would not 
bave confented, notwitbftanding his irrevbcable 
refolution, that the emperor fbould be king of 
Spain. I know not what par^ the protradors.of 
the war, in the depth of their policy , intended to 
^ke. Our nation had contributed, and aAed fa 
long under the dire(flion of their councils, for the- 
grandeur of the houfe of Auftria ,^ like one of thfr 
hereditary kingdoms ufurped by that family, that 
it is lawful to think their intention might be to 
unite the Imperial and Spanilh crowns. . But.^ I 
ra,thcr think they had no very determined view,, 
beyond that of continuing the war as long as they-' 
could. The late lord Oxford told me, that my- 
lord SoMERS being preffed, I know not on. what: 
occafion nor by whom, on the unneeeiTai^y and 
ruinoujs continuation of the war , inftead of giving 
reafons to (bow the neceflfity o^ it ^ contented 
himfelf to reply » that be had been bxed up^in a^ 
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hatred of France. This was a ftrange reply for si. 
vriCe man c and yet I know not whether he could 
have given a better thea« or whether any of his 
pupils could give a better now. 

The whig party in general acquired great and 
jttft popularity , in the reign of our Chaelbs the 
fecond « by the clamor they raifed againft the con- 
6n& of that prince in foreign affairs. 1 hey who 
fbcceeded to the name rather than the principles 
df this party, after the revolutioil , and who hav6 
had the adminiftration of the government in their 
hands with very little interruption eVer finte^ 
pretending to aft on the fame principle , have run; 
into an extreme as vicious and as contrary to all 
the rules of good policy, as that which their 
predeceflbrs exclaimed againft. The old whigs 
complained of the inglorious figure we made, whilft 
our court was the bubble » and our king the pen-- 
fioner of France; and infifted that the growing 
ambition and power of Lewis the fourteenth 
Aould be oppofed in time. The modern whigs 
boafted , and ftill boaft, of the glorious figure we 
made , whilft we reduced ourfelves , by their 
councils, and under their adminiftrations , to be 
the bubbles of our penfioncrs , that is of our allies ^ 
and whilft we meafured our efforts in war, and 
the continuation of them , without any regard to 
the interefts and abilities of our own country^ 
without a jufb and fober regard , fuch an one as,. 
Contemplates objects in their true light anjd fees 
them in thcit true magnitude, to the general 
fyfWin^of poMi^er in Eurdpe ( and» ill Ihoit, with. 
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a priocipal regard merely to particular interefts at 
borne and abroad. I hy at home and abroad; 
becaufe it is not lefs true, that they have facrfficed 
the vrealth of their country to the forming and 
maintaining a party at home , than that they have 
done fo to the forming and maintaining, beyond 
ail pretences of neceflity , alliances abroad. Thefe 
general affertions may be eafily juftified \^ith<>ut 
having recourfe to private anecdotes, as your 
Jordfbip will find when you confider the whole 
feries of our condud in the two wars; in that 
which preceded , and that which fucceeded imme« 
diately the beginning of die prefent century, but 
above all the lad of them. In the adminiftrations 
that preceded the revolution, trade had fteurifhed,' 
a'tid our nation had gi^own opulent: buc the general' 
iiitereft of Europe had been tbo much negle€fced* 
by us; and flavery, under the umbrage of pre-' 
rbgative, had been well nigh eftabliflied among^ 
us. In thofe that have followed, taxes upon taxes, - 
and debts upon debts have been perpetually aecu« 
mulated, till a fmall number of families have grown 
into immenfe wealth , and national beggary has- 
been brought upon us ; under the fpecious pret«ice» 
of fapporting a common caufe againft France ^- 
reducing her exorbitant power, and poifing that' 
of Europe more equally in the public balance i' 
laudable defigns no doubt , as far as they were 
real, but fuch as, being converted into mere 
pretences, have been produdive of much evili- 
fome of which we feel and have long felt, and- 
ftmc will extend its confe<|ue«ces to our lateft' 

S4 
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pofterity^r The reign pf prerogative was (borti 
and the evils and the dangers, to which we were 
expofed by it, ended with it. But the reign a£ 
faife and fquandering policy has laded long, it 
lafts dill, and will ^finally complete our ruia. 
^cggary has been the confequence of flavery in 
fpme countries , flavery will be probably the con* 
. fequence of beggary in oursj and if it is fo, we 
know at whofe door to lay it If we had fiqifbed . 
the war iq one thoufand feven hundred and fix» 
we flipuld have recon<jiled, like a wife people^ 
Qur foreign and our dojneftic interefls as nearly as 
poflible; wc (hpuld h^ve fecured . the former 
fpfficiently, and not have facriiiced the latter as 
entirely as we did by the profecution of the war 
afterwards. Tou will not be able to fee without 
lUlonifhment, how the charge of the war increased 
yearly upon us from the beginning of it; nor how 
immeiife a fum we paid in the courfe of it ta 
fupply .the deficiencies of our confederates. Your 
adonifhmqnt , and indignation too, will increafe^ 
when you come to coi^pare the progrefs that was 
made from the year one thoufand feyen hundred 
a^d fix exclufively, with the expenfe of more than 
tjiirty millions, I do not exaggerate though I write 
upon memory , that. this progrefs coft us, (o the 
year one thoufand fev.en hundred and eleven in- 
clufively. Upon this view, your lordfbip will be 
perfqad^d tKat it was high time to take the refo- 
Ivition of makirtg peace , when the Queen thought 
iit to change her miniftry, towards the end of 
the year one tboujaad ievea hundred ^d ten. It 
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v^as high time indeed to fave our country from 
abfolute infolvency and bankruptcy, by putting 
an end to a fcheme of condud: , which the pre- 
judiccs of a party, the whimfy of fome particular 
men, the private irttereft of more, and the ambi- 
tion and avarice of our allies, who had been in- 
vited as it were to a fcramble by the preliminaries 
of one thoufand feven hundred and nine, alone 
maintained. The perfons therefore , who came 
into power at this time, hearkened, and they did 
well to hearken , to the firft overtures that were 
made them. The difpofirion of their enemies 
invited them to do fo, but that of their friends, 
and that of a party at home who had nurfcd , and 
been nurfed by the war, might have deterred tbera 
from it , for the difficulties and dangers , to which 
they muft be expofed in carrying forward this 
great work, could efcape none of them. In a 
letter to a friend it may be allowed me to fay, 
that they did not efcape me: iand that I forefaw, 
as contingent but not improbable events , a good 
part of what has happened to me fince. Though 
it was a duty therefore that we. owed to our 
country , to deliver her from the neceffity of 
bearing any longer fo unequal a part in fo unnccef- 
fary a war, yet was there fome degree of merit in 
performing it. 1 think fo ftrongly in this manner, 
1 am fo incorrigible , my Ibi d , that if I could be 
placed in the fame circnmftances again, I would 
take the fame refolution , and ad the fame part/ 
Age and experience might enable me to adl with 
more ability, and greater ikiilj but all I have 
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fuffered fmce the death of the Qpeen Ibcvild nofr 
hinder noe from aAing. Notwithftanding this, I. 
fhall not be furprifed if you think that the peace 
of Utrecht was not anfwerable to the fuccefs o£ 
the war, nor to the efforts niade in it I think, 
fo myfelf, and have always owned, even whei^ 
it was making and made, that I thought fo. Sinc^ 
we had committed a fuccelsful folly , we ought to 
have reaped more advantage from it than we did < 
and, whether we iuid left Philip, or placed, 
another prince on the throne of Spain , we oughtr 
to have reduced the power of France^ and to. 
have (Irengthened her neighbours , much more than- 
we did, Wt ought to have reduced her power for. 
generations to come, and not to have contented 
ourfelves with a n^mentary redu6)tion of it France: 
was exhauded to a great degree of men and money,/ 
and her government had no credit: but they, who 
took this for a fufiicient redu(flk>n of her power,, 
looked but a little way before them , and reafoned 
top fuperficially. Several fuch there were however ; 
for as it has been {aid , that there is no extrava-^ 
gancy which fom^ philofopber or other has not: 
maintained, fo your experience, yoUng as you are,- 
inuft have fbown you, that there is no abfurd 
extreme, into which out party-politicians of Great. 
Britain are not prone to fall, concerning the^ftate 
/and condudt of public affairs. But if France was. 
exhauded: fo were we, and fo wire the Dutch. 
Famine rendered her conditioji much more miferable 
than ours, at one time, in appearance and in reality 
too. But as foon as this accident, that badxtiftreffed , 
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the French and frightened Lewis the fourteenth to 
the utmoft degree , and the immediate confequences 
of it were over; it was obvious to obferve, though 
few made the obferyatipn^^that whilft we were 
unable to raife in a year, by fome millions at 
lead, the expenfes of the year, the French were 
willing and able to bear the impofition of the tenth 
over and above all the other taxes that had been 
laid upon them. This obfervation had the weight 
it deferved; and fure it deferved to have fome 
among thofe who made it, at the time fpoken of» 
and who did not think that the war was to be 
' continued as long as a parliament could be pre*^ 
vailed on, to vote money. But fuppofmg it to 
have deferved none, fuppofmg the power of Franct 
to have been reduced as low as you pleafe , with 
refped to her inward ftate; yet ftill I affirm, that; 
fuch a redudiqji could not be permanent, an4 
was not therefore fufficient Whoever knows the 
nature of her government , tlic temper of heie 
people, and the natural abvantages £be has io^ 
commerce over all the nations that furround her^ 
knows that. an arbitrary government^ and the 
temper of her people enable her on particular 
occafions to throw off a load of debt much mor^ 
eafily^ and with confequences much lefs to be fear- 
ed, than any of her neighbours can ; that although^ 
in the ^general courfe of tjhings, trade: be cramped 
and induftry vexed by this arbitrary government^ 
yet neither one nor the other is opprefled; and the 
temper of the people, and the natural advantages 
of die country, are fuch, that how great foeve^ 
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her diftrcfs be at any point of time , twenty years 
of tranquillity fuffice to re-eftablifli h6r affairs, and 
to enrich her again at the expcnfe of all the nations 
of Europe. If any one doubts of this, let him 
confider the condition in which this kingdom w^as 
left "by Lewis the fourteenth ; the fttangc pranks 
the late duke of Orleans played , during his 
regency and adminiftration , with the whole fyftem 
of public revenue, and private property ; and then 
let him tell himfelf, that the revenues of France , 
th^ tenth taken off, exceed all the expenfes of 
her governmenrt by many millions of livres already, 
and will exceed them by many more in another 
year. 

Upon the whole matter, my lord, the low and 
cxhaufted ftate to which France was reduced, by ^ 
the laft great war, was but a momentary redudien 
of her power: and whatever real and more ladings 
redudlion the treaty of Utrecht brought about in 
fome inftances , it was not fufficient. The power 
of France would not have appeared as great as it 
did , .when England and Holland armed themfelves 
and armed allGeroiany againft her,' if fhe had lain 
as open to the invafions of her enemies , as her 
enemies lay to her's. Her inward ftrength was 
great, but the ftrength of thofe frontiers which 
Lewis- the fourteenth was almoft forty years in 
fot-ming, and which the folly of all his neighbours 
in their turns fuffered him to form , made this 
ftrength as formidable as it became. The true 
redudion oJF the exorbitant power of France, I 
t^ke no notite of chimerical projeds- about changing 
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her government, confifted therefore in difarming 
hei- frontiers , and fortifying the barriers againft 
her , by the ceflion and demolition of many more 
places than fhe yielded up at Utrecht; but not of 
more than (he might have been obliged to facrificc 
to her own immediate rejief , and to the future 
fecurity of her neighbours. .That (he was not 
obliged to make thefe facrifices , I affirm was owing 
folely to thofe who oppofed the peace': and I anl 
willing to put my whole credit with your lordfhip 
and the whole merits of a caufe that has been fo 
much cpntefted , on this iffue. I fay a caufe that 
has been fo much contefted ; for in ttuth , I think ^ 
it is no longer a doubt any where, except in 
Britifh paitiphlets , whether the condud of thofe. 
\vho neither declined treating, as was done in one 
thoufand feven hundred and fix; nor pretended to 
treat without a defign of concluding , as was done 
in one thoufand feven hundred and nine and 
ten , but carried the great y^ork of the peac^ 
forward to its coiifummation ; or the condud of 
thofe who oppofed this work in .every ftep of its 
progrefs , faved the power of France from a greater 
and a fufficient redudion at the treaty of Utrecht* 
The very minifters , who were employed in this 
fetal oppofition, are obliged to cpnfefs this truth. 
How fliould they deny it ? TJiofe of Vienna may. 
complain that the emperor had not the entire 
Spanifh monarchy ^ or thofe of Holland that the 
States were not made matters diredly and indiredly 
of the whole Low Countries. But neither they , nor 
any one elfe that has wy f^^i^f^ of fhame abquc 
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him , can d^ny that the late Queen , though fiie was 
refolved to treat becaufe (be was^ refol ved to fini(h 
the war , yet was to die utmoft degree defirous to 
treat in a perfed union with her allies, and to 
procure them all the reafonable terms |^ey could 
«xped; and much better than thofe they reduced 
tbemlelves to the neceflity of accepting, by endea- 
vouring to wreft the negociation out of her hands. 
The difunion of the allies gave France the advan- 
tages (he improved. The fble queflion is , Who 
caufed this difunion ? and diat will be eafily decide 
cd by every impartial man , who informs bimfelf 
carefiilly of the public anecdotes of that time. * If 
tile private anecdotes were to be laid open as well 
as thofe, and I think it almoft time they (hould , 
the. whole monftrous (cene would appear, and 
fbock the eye of every honeft man. I do not 
intend to defcend into matiy particulars at this 
time: but whenever I, or any other perfon as 
well informiEd as I , ftsll defcend into a full de« 
dudion of fuch parcif ulars , it will become undeni- 
ably evident, \ that d^ mofl violent oppofitioh 
imaginable , carried om by the Germans and the 
Dutch in league with a "party in Britain , began 
as foon as the firft ovcrttires were made to the 
Queea ; befoi'e file had fo much as begun to treat : 
auid was therefore an oppofition not to this or thac 
plan of treaty , but in truth to all treaty ; and 
efpecially to one wherein Great Britain took the 
lead, or was to have any particulai" advantage. 
That the Imperialifts meant no treaty, unlefs t 
pveUminaiy^ and impraiJiiGable condition of it was 
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ifco fet the crown of Spaun oti the emperor's hedd « 

rvrill appeav from this; that prince Eugene 9 v^hen 

4ie came into Kngiand , long after the death of Jo- 

i8£PH and the elevation of Guar lbs > upon an errand 

jmoft unworthy of fo great a man , treated always 

^n this fuppofition: and I remember with how 

^uch inward impatience I ailifted at conferences 

Jwld with him concerning quotas for renewing the 

?war in Spain, in the very fame room, at the 

cockpit, where the Queen's minifters had been 

itold in plain terrn^, a little before, by thofe of 

other allies » ^ that their mafters would not confene 

f^ that the Imperial and Spanifli crowns (bould 

^ unite on the fome head.* That the Dutch were 

^lot averfe to all treaty , but meant none wherein 

<jreat Britain was to have any particular advantage, 

will Appear from diiis ; that their minifter declared 

liimfislf ready and authorized to ftop the oppofition 

made to the Queen's meafures , by prefenting a 

memorial » wherein he would declare , ^ that his 

^^ mafters entered into them, and were refolved 

-^ not to continue the war for the recovery of 

«^ Spain , provided the Queen would con&nt that 

'^ they (faouid garrifon Gibraltar and Port-mahon 

^ jointly with My and fliare equally the AffientOt 

^ the South Sea ftip , and whatever (bould be 

,^y granted by the Spaniards to the Queen and her 

^ fubjeas.'* That the whigs engaged in this league 

with foreigi^ powers againft their country, as 

well as their Queen , and with a phrenfy more 

4inaccountabte than that which made andmaintain* 

ed the fokmn league jind cqyenaat formerly , wiM 
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appear from this ; that their attempts were dire'ded 
not only to wreft the negociations out of the 
Queen's hands . but to oblige their country to carry 
ou the war, on the fame unequal foot that had 
coft her already about twenty millions more thaa 
(he ought to have contributed to it. For they 
not only continued to abet the emperor , whofe 
inability to fupply his quota was confefled ; but 
the Dutch likewife > after the States had refufed 
to ratify the treaty their minifter figned at London 
towards the end of the year one thoufand fevea 
l^undred and eleven , and by which the Queen 
united herfelf more clofely than ever to them; 
engaging to^ purfue the war , to conclude the 
peace , and t6 guaranty it , when eoncluded , 
jointly with them ; " provided they would keep 
^ the engagements they had taken with her, and 
^ the conditions of proportionate expenfe undeir 
** which our mition had entered into the war/* 
Upon fuch fchemcs as thefe was the oppofition to 
the treaty of Utrecht carried on: and the niieans 
employed , and the means projeded to be ^m^- 
ployed > were worthy of fuch fchemes ; open , direct; 
and indecent defiance of legal authority, fecretcon^ 
{piracies againft the flate, and bafe machinations 
againft particular men , who had no other crime 
^han that of endeavouring to conclude a war, 
under the authority of the Queen , which a party 
in the nation endeavoured to prolong , againft her 
authority. Had the good policy of concluding 
jthe War been douf:)cful , it was certainly as lawful 
for thofe , who thought it good » to advife it , as 

it 
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it had been for thofe , who thought it bad^ to 
tadvife the contrary : and the decifion of the fp- 
t^ereign on the throne ought to have terminated 
!the conteft. But he /who. had judged by the 
iappearances bf things on one fide, at that tin^e 
vrould have been apt to think, that putting an 
end to the war.^ or to Magna Charu , was the 
lame thing; that the Queen on the throne had no 
right to govern independently of her fucceffor ; 
-ndr any of her fubjeds a right to adminifter the 
'government under her , thpugh called to it by her, 
except thofe whoni 0)e had thought fit to lay 
afide. Extravagant as thefe principles are , no 
othcf could juftify the condudl held at that ^time 
{by thofe who oppofed the peace: and as 1 (aid 
juftnbw, that the phrenfy of this league was more 
unaccouatable than that of the folemn league and 
covenant , I might have added , that it was not 
very many tltgrees lefs criminal Some of thofe 
^ho charged the Queen's nunifters , after her death , 
with imaginary treafons , had been guilty during 
ber life of real treafons: and I can compare the 
folly and violence of the fpirit that prevailed at 
that time, both before the conclufion of the peace, 
and , under pretence of danger to the fucceflion , 
after it, to nothing more nearly than to the folly 
and violence of the fpirit that feized the tories 
foon after the acceffion of George the firft. The 
latter indeed, which was provoked by unjuft and 
impolitic pcrfecution , broke out in open rebellion ; 
the former might have done fo , if the Queen 
had lived a little longer. But to return. 

T 



Digitized by 



Google 



274 A Sketch of the H i s TX> r t Let S» 

' The obftinate adherence of the Dutch to this 
league , in oppofition to the Queen , rendered the 
conferences of Utrecht, when they were opened, 
no better than mock conferences. Had the men 
who governed that commonwealth been wife and 
honed enough to unite, at lead then, cordially 
with the Queen , and , fince they could not hinder 
a congrefs, to ad in concert with her in it; we 
ihould have been ftill in time to maintain a fuffi- 
cient union among the allies , and a fufficient fu- 
periority over the French. All the fpccific demands 
that the former made , as well as the Dutch them- 
felves , either to incumber the negociation , or to 
have in refer ve, according to the artifice uffiaiiy 
-employed on fuch occafions , certain points from 
'which to depart in the courfe of it with advantage^ 
would not have been obtained : but all the efientiad 
demands , all in particular that were really necef- 
fary to fecure the barriers in the Low Countries 
and of the four circles againft France , would have 
been fo : for France mud have continued, in thii^ 
cafe , rather to fue for peace , than to treat on an 
equal foot The firft dauphin, fon of Lew4s the 
fourteenth , died feveral months before this congrefe 
began: thefecond dauphin, his grandfon, and the 
wife and the eldeft fon of this prince, died foon 
after it began, of the fame unknown diftemper, 
and were buried together in the fame grave. Such 
faniily- misfortunes , following a long feries of ^ 
national misfortunes , made the old king , though 
he bore them with much feeniiing magnanimity, 
defirous to get out of the war at any tolerable 
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rate, that he mighir not- run the rilk of leaving 
a child. of five years old , the prefcnt king; engd^ 
ged in it. The Queen did. all that was . mpraliy^ 
poflible, except giving up her honor in the nego- 
tiation, and the interefts of her fubjcds.iu the 
conditions of peace, to procure this union with 
the States general. But all (lie could do was vain ; 
and the fame phrenfy, that had hindered the Dutch 
from improving to their and to the common ad- 
vantage the public misfortunes of France, hindered 
them from improving to the fame purpofes the 
private misfortunes of the houfe of Bpurbon.. They 
continued to flatter themfelyes that they (bould 
force tjie Queen out of her meafures , by their in- 
Jrigues with the party in Britain who oppofed 
thefe meafures, and- even raife an . infijrredioit 
againfl her. But thefe intrigues , and tbofe of 
prince Eugene, were known and difappointed ; 
and monfieur Buys had the mortification to b^ 
reproached with them publicly , when he came to 
take leave, of the lords of the council,, by the earl 
of Oxford ; who entered into many particulars 
that could not be denied , of the private tranfac-t 
tions of this fort, to which Buys bad been a 
party , in compliance with ^ his inftrudions., and ^ 
as I believe, much againft his own fcnfe and in- 
clinations. As the feafon for taking the field 
advanced , the league propofed to defeat the 
-fuccefs of the. congrefs by the events of the cam- 
paign; b|Ut inftead of defeating_the fuccefs of the 
congrefs, the .events of the campaign ferved only 
to turn this fuccefs ia favor of France. At the 

T z 
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i>eginm0g of the year, the Queen and the Stated t 
in roneert , might have given the lavr to friend 
Jind foe, with great advantage to the former aricl 
wth fuch a detriment to the latter, as the caufei 
bf the war rendered juft, the ;event$ of it reafon-« 
ilWe, and the objefls of it ncceflary At the end 
of the year, the allies were no longer in a ftatt 
of giving, nor the French of receiving the law; 
and the Dutch had recburfe to the Queen^s good 
offices , when they could oppofe and durft infult 
her no longer. Even then , thefc offices were em- 
ployed with zeal , and with fome e£Fed for them. 
Thus the war ended, much more favorably td 
France than fhe expeded , or they who put aii 
*nd to it dcfigned. The Queen would hav* 
humbled and weakened this power. The alliei 
who oppofed het ' would have ctuflicd it, and 
have raifed another as estorbicant on the ruins oi^ 
it. Neither one nor the other fuccceded , and they 
^ who meant to ruin the French power preferved 
it , by oppofmg thofe who meant to reduce it. 

Since I have mentioned the events of the year 
one thoufand feven hundred and twelve, and the 
decifive turn they gave to the negociations in favot 
of France, give me leave to fay^ foraething more 
on this fubje<a. You will find that I (hall do fo 
with much impartiality. The difaftrous events of 
this campaign in the Low Countries , and the con. 
fequences of them , have been imputed to the fepa^ 
ration of the Britifli troops from the army of the 
allies. The clamor againft this mcafure was great 
at that time , and thp prejudices which this clamojK" 
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faifed are^ great ftill ampag fome xnea. But a$ clamdtr 
raifed thefc prejvidiclr , other prejudices gave birth tp 
tbis/ciandor: and it is.no wonder they fhould do fo 
^ong persons bent on continuing the war; fmce 
J own very freely , that;.. when the firft ftep that 
led to this reparation caoie to my knowledge, 
vrhich was oot an hour , by the way , before I 
writ by the Queen's order to the duke of Ormond^ 
}a the very :words in which the 'order was advifed 
jind given, "that he (hould not engage in any 
** fiege» nor hazard ^ battle, till further order, ** 
I was furpfifed and hurt ; fo much, that if I had 
had an opnoftufnity of ipeaking in private to t,he 
Qiiecn , ^(fpr I had received monfieur Djg Torcy'$ 
letter ta]p9je,.on the fubjeft, and before fl>e went 
Jiito the^^tn^uulvit fliouU lu^ve fpokcu to hci^^ 1 
think, if^.^he firft he^t^ againft it. Tbff <)futh is, 
bowcve^^ t^t t^he ftep wasjuftitiable at that point 
fpf time in p^xjy refped, amd therefore that thie 
fponfequep<;es. ^jr.e to becharged to the account of 
thoje who Qtpy^ them on tfoiemfclves , not to the 
aiccount o^ the. Queen, nor of the minifter who 
^dyifed her. The ftep was^ j,uftifiable to the allies 
j[i|rely, fipce the Queen, took no more upon her, 
110 not fo much by far, in, making it, as many 
of them had done by fuljpcnding, or endangering^ 
or defeating operations in the heat of the war, 
wben they declined to fend their troops , or dejay- 
ed the niarah of them, or negleded the prepara- 
tions they were obliged to make, on the mo(]b 
frivolous pretences. Your lordfhip will find ia the 
f^urfe of your inq^uiries many particular inftances 
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of what is here printed OM^in general. But I 
cannot help dcfcending into iome few of thofe that 
regard the emperor and the States General, who 
cried the Joudeft and with the mod eflFecfl, though 
th^y had the lead reafon , on account of their owii 
cnnki<?l, to comphin of the Qieeh's. With what 
face could the emperor, for inftance , prefume to 
cohipI'irV'of the orders ftmt to the cidkfe of Or- 
MOND^ l-fay nothing of his deficiencies, which 
'were fo great, that he had at thi<; yery*time Httll 
more than one regiment that could befafd properly 
to'atft againft Hrance and Spain at his fole'charge; 
as 1 affirmed to prince Eugene before the 'lord$ 
of the council, and demOnftrated u*pcrtl^'{)aperr th<? 
next day. I fay nothing- of all that preceded the 
year one thou fan dfeven hunched krid'feveh, on 
which I ffiould have much to'f^y. 'Bill I defirc 
your lordlhip only to confidef, Nvhatybu will find 
to have pafTed after the £imous year one thoufand 
-feven hundred and fix. 'Wa$ it >^Htl^"A'< Queen's 
approbation , or againft her will, that tKe emperor 
made the treaty for the evacuation erf tTjujbardy, 
and let out fo great a number of French regiments 
time enough to recruit themfcl ves at home , to 
march into Spain, and to deftroy the Britifti- forces 
at Almanza ? Was it with her approbation , or 
•againft her will , that , inftead of employing all 
his forces and all his endeavours , to make the 
greateft defign of the vfhole war, the enterprife 
on 1 oulon , fiicceed, he detached twelve thoufand 
men to reduce the kingdom of Naples, thatrmuft 
have fallen of courfe ? and that an opportunity of 
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ruining the whole xparitime force of France, and 
of ruining or fiibduing her* provinces on that fide, 
was loft, merely by this traneccflary diverfion, 
and by the condudl of prince Eugene, Which 
left no room to doubt that he gave occafiori 'to 
this fatal difappointment on purpofe, and in con- 
cert with the court of Vienna? 

Turn your eyes, my lord, on the coridbA of 
the States , and you will find reafon to be aftoniflicd 
at the arrogance of the men who governed in them 
at this time; and who prefumed to exclaim againft 
0^ Queen of Grfeat-Britain , for doing what their de- 
puties had done more than once in th^t very 
country , and in the courfe of that very war. ' In " 
the year one thoufatid (even hundred and twelve, 
at the latter end of a war, when- conferences for 
treating a peace were opened, when the leaft 
finifter eVfent in the field would take off from that 
fupetiority- which the allies had in the cohgrefs, 
and when the paft fuccefs of the war had- already 
given them ai much of this fuperibrity as they 
wanted to obtain, a fafe,' advantageous; honorable, 
and lafting peace, the Qiieeri direded her general 
to fufpend till further order the operations of her 
troops. In'ohfe thoufatid feven hundred and three, 
in the beginning of a w^r, when fomething was 
tfo be riflced or no fuccefs to be expeded, and 
when the bad fituation of affairs in Germany and 
Italy required, in a particvrlar manner, that efforts 
fliould be made in the Low Countries , and that the 
war flibuld riot languifh there- whilft it was urifuc- 
cefsfulevery wheteclfe J the duke of Ma^xborough 
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determined to atuck the French , but the Dutck 
deputies would not, faffer their troops to go on ;, 
defeated his defign in the very mon^ent of its 
execution , if I remember well , and gave no other 
r^afon for their proceeding than that which is a 
reafon againft every battle, the poflibiiity of being 
beaten. The circumftance of p^roximity to their 
frpntier wa^ urged , I know , and it was faid , that 
their provinces would be exposed tp the incurfion^ 
of the French if they lod the battle. But befide^ 
Other anfwers to this vain pretenqct it was obvious 
that they had ventured battles as niear home as this 
would have been fought, and that the way to 
remove the enemy farther off was by adion, not. 
inadion. Upon the whole mMtei*! th^ Dutch: 
deputies (lopped the. progress of the confederate 
army at this time, by exercifing an ^rb^frary and 
indep^dent authority over the troops of the States* 
In one thoufand feven hundred and five, when the 
fuccels of the precedyig campaign flfQuld have 
given them an entire confidence ip. t^e duke of. 
Marlborough's condud, vrhen returning from.^ 
the Mofelle to the Low Countries he began to 
make himfeJf and. the comn^on cauie amends , for 
the difappointment which pique and jealoufy iii| 
the prince of Baden , or ufual iloth and negligence 
in the Germans, had occafioned juft ^ before , by 
forcing the French lines; when he was in the 
full purfuit of this advantage, and when he was) 
marching tp attack an en^my half defeated , and; 
more than half- difpirited; nay, when he had madcr 
his difpofitions for attacking, and part.oi^ his troopi^ 
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bad ipafTed tht Dyle — the d^putiei^ of the Sta^ef 
once more tied up hi$ hands, tQpk from him ai| 
^ppprtpnity too fair to be loft ; for thefe , I thinki 
were fome of the terms of his complaint : apd iq 
fhort the confederacy received an affront at leaft, 
where we njigh.t haye obt^'n^d a viAory, Let tjh^f 
that has been faid feiye as a fpecimen o( 4^e iode^ 
pendency on tbeQjucca, her councils i and hcf 
generals, with which th^fe powers ^(%ed i\\ thf 
cpurfe of the war ; vl\o wer^ not ^an^ed to .fip4 
fault that the Qja^^q^ onc^.^ and at th^ l^t^tef ^w^4 
of it, prefumed to fufpiend the operatioi^ of hev 
troops till farther Qrder. , Byt be il; th^ thejf 
fqrelaw what this farther prder would he^ Tfc^Jf 
(orefaw then , th?it a$ foon as DunkirK Qipuld hi^ 
p\it.xajto the Qyqen's bands , /he wo^l4 ^.onfeiit to 
^ fufpenfion of arrp$ fpf two months , and inyit^ 
^heoi to dp the fap?f Neither this fprefigl^t> Mif 
the ftrong de^lar^tioa \yhich t}ft biihop of B^.isTp^ 
m^de'by th?^ Queers order at Utrecht, ai^d^^^^H 
ihowed theod that heJi; refolution w^ not bkep \q 
^\ibinit to the league into wh^ch they had enterecf 
againft ^her , . could prevail on , them to make ^ 
right ufe of thefe two months , by endeavQuriijig 
to renew their union and ^ood underft^^xding witl| 
the Queen} though I can by with t^e g;reate^ 
truth, and they coldd not doubf ojF it ^.t the time^ 
that flbe would have gone more than balfrway. to 
meet them , arid that her" mini^lers would hayif 
done their utmoft to bring it about, Even thei| 
\ye inight have refumed the fuperiority we begag 
to lofe in the qongreis.; for^ theQiieea ^uid thf 
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States uniting, the principal allies would have 
united with them : and , in this cafe , it would 
have been fo much the intereft of France to avoid 
kny chance of feeing the war renewed , that ffie 
mud, and flie would, have made Jure of peace , 
during the fufpenfioo , on much wOrfe terms for 
herfelf and for Spain, than Die made it afterwards. 
But the' prudent andfobeif States cbntiiiued to ad 
like froward children, or like men (irunk with 
fcfwitment and paffion ; and liich will the condudl 
be of the wife governments in eveiy circumftance^ 
where a fpirit of ftdidri arid of private intereft 
prevails, among thofe who are at' the head, ovci: 
reafon or ftate. After laying afide all decency in 
their behaviour towards the Queetl ,' they laid afide 
^1 caution for thenifelves: Th^ey ^blared ^* they 

• would carry on the \^ar without her. ** Landrecy 
feehied , in their efteem , of mor^ importance thad 
Dunkirk ; and the opportunity of. wafting Tome 
French provinces , or of putting ti)e whole event 
of the war on ' the decifion of another batde, 
preferable to the other m'cafure ' that lay open 
to' them; that, I mean, of trying in good earneft, 
ind in an honeft concert with the Queen , during 
the fufpenfion of arm$, whether fuch terms of 
peace,, as ought to fadsfy them and the other 
allies , might not be impofed on France, 

• If the confederate army bad broke into France , 
the campaign before this, or in any former cam- 
Jiaign ; 'and if the Germans and the Dutch had 
^xercifed then the fame inhumanity, as the French 
had exercifed in their provinces in former wars; 
if they had burnt Verfailles , and evdn Paris » and 
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if they had difturbed the aflies of i^he dead ptinces 
that repofe At Saint Denis, every good man would 
Bave felt the' horror, that fuch cruelties infpire: 
ho man cpuld have faid that the retaliation was 
unjuft. But in one thoyf^nd feven hundred and* 
twelve V it was t*6o latq, in every refped, to mc- 
3itat6 fuch projeds. If the French had been un* 
Prepared to defend theif frontier, either for want 
6( means', or in a vain confidence that the peace 
^ould.ben^gidevas our king CH^RLEs'the JTedond 
t?a5 unprtpared the latter 

endof hi^ 'ffrfl Varwith Hbnand, the allies might 
Ifev^ played ^' Aire game in fafisfying their venge- 
aAce bh the French', as' the DiitcTi did 011 'us in 
one thoufand' fix hundred *^n"^ fixty- feven;; and 
Irt^ofilirg' harder terms on them/ than thofe they 
offeted, Of '. wplild have ac<;epfed. But this was 
^'6t the cklfer *Tli'e Fl-ench arnjy Avas, I believe, 
inore numerous than the army of the allies,* cvea 
befbre feplratiOrt , and certainly in a miich better 
condition than two or three years before, whca 
k delugfe cff blood Avasfpllttb'diftodge them, for. 
we did no more, at JVlalplaquet Would the 
Cfermans and the* Dutch b^ve found it more eafy 
to force them at this' time, than it was at that?^ 
Would not the French have fought with as much 
obftinacy to fave Paris , as they did to favc Mons f 
and, with all' tht regard due to' the diike of Or- 
MOND and to princie Ep^jSN'EVwas the^ abfence of 
the duke pf Marlbgrou^QH of no confequence ?* 
Turn thi^; affair' every way in your thoughts, my 
ford , and you will find that the Germans and the 
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Dutch had nothing in theirs « but to break, a( 
any rate, and at any rifle, the ncgociations tbat^ 
yrere begun, and to reduce Great Britain to the 
neceffity of continuing, what (he had been toq 
long, a province of the confederacy^ A province 
indeed, and not one of the bell treated; fince th/^ 
confederates aflumed a right of obliging her tQ 
keep her pads Wi(h tfaeiyi , and of difpenfing with 
their obligations to her, ofexhauftingher, vithou^ 
lule, or proportion, or measure,. in tb^ fuppor,( 
of a war, to wli.ith Ae alone contributed .nior^ 
|han all of them , s^nd in which ibe W W> lo^ge^ 
an immediate intereft, nor even apy i;eipote interei^ 
that was not coipmon,, or, with rcfped to her^ 
yery dubious; and, after all this, of complaining; 
thai the Qpeeq pr^fume4 to hcarkcA Jto; oyertureif 
of peace, and to fct a negoqiatioiVoa fp.ot,'whilft 
their hunnor and ambition required that, ^e. wj^K 
Ibould be prolonged for an indefinite time^, anq 
for a purpose th^t was either b^d or indetern>inate< 
The.jrul]penfion of arms, ths^t began in the Lo\i^ 
Countries, was continued, and extended afterwards 
by the ad I flgned at Fontaioeblew^ Xhf fortune 
^C the war turned at the fisime time : and all thofc| 
4ifgrac^s followed.^ which objliged tbe Dutch ta 
^eat, and to defir^ tb^ afliftance of the Queen, 
yrhoni they had £et at. defiance fo la;c;ely. Thii^ 
afliftance dic^y had, ^^ effedually as li could be 
^iven io. the circuo^fUiices, to which they h&d 
Induced tbemfelves,^^ a^d the whole alliance: an4 
die peace of Gr^at Britain 9 Portugal, Savo.y^, 
Frui&a^iaadthe Sutes General, wsvs wadc^ without 
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his imperial majefty's cbdcufretlce, in tlie fyjitig 
of onethoufand feven hundted atid thirteen; as it 
might have been made, much i£iore advatitageoufly 
for them all, in th^tof one tboufand feven hundred 
and twelve. Lefs ot>ftiii^cy oh this pzn of the 
States , and pcthip$ i^br# detifive refolutions on 
the part of the Qtieen, >Vould have wound up 
*all thefe divided thiread^ in one, andliave finilhed 
this 'great Work miich foonef and better. I fay, 
perhaps more decifive refolutions on the part of 
the (^ueen ; becaufe , although I think that I lIio\ild 
have conveyed her orders for figiling a treaty of 
peace with France, before the armies tdok the 
field, much more willingly, than I executed them 
afterwards in figning that of the Ceftatioii of arms; 
yet 1 do not prefume to decide , but ihall defire 
your lordfhip to do fo , on a review of all cir- 
cumfiance^, fome of which I fball ju{^ mention. 
The league made for prOtradling the war having 
oppofed the Queen to the utmoll of their power , 
and by means of every fort, from the firft appear- 
ances of a negociation; the general effed of this 
violent oppofition, on her ^nd her* minifters was, 
to make them proceed by flower and more cautious 
fteps: the particular effeft of it was, to oblige 
them to open the eyes of the nation, and to inflame 
the people with a define of peace, by (ho wing, in 
the mo(l public and folerhn manner, how unequally 
Vre were burdened , and how unfairly we were 
treated by oiir allies. The firft gave an air of 
difBdence and timidity to their condudl, which 
encouraged the league^ and gave vigor to the 
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oppofitioa. The fecond irritated the Dutch par- 
ticularly ; for the emperor and the other allies had 
the modelly at lead, not to pretend to bear any 
proportion in the expenfe of the war; and thus 
tiie two powers, wh6fe union was the moft 
cffential, were the mod^ variance, and the Queea 
was obliged to ad in a clofer concert with her 
enemy who defired peace , than fhe would hav^ 
done if her allies had been lefs obdinately bent to 
protrad the war. During thefe tranfadions , my 
lord Oxford, who had his correfpondences apart « 
and a private thread of negociation always in his 
bands, entertained hopes that Philip would be 
brought to abandon Spain in favor of his father-in- 
law , and to content himfelf with the dates of that 
prince, the kingdom of Sicily, and the prefervatioa 
of his right of fucceflion to the crown of France. 
.Whether my lord had any particular reafons fojr 
entertaining thefe hopes , befides the general reafons 
founded on the condition of France , on that of 
the Bourbon family, and on the difpofition of 
Lewis the fourteenth, I doubt very much. That 
Lewis, who fought, and had need of feeking 
peace, almod at any rate, and who faw that he 
could not obtain it, even of the Queen, unlefs 
Phi LIP abandoned immediately the crown of Spain , 
or abandoned immediately, by renunciation and 
a folemn ad of exclulion, all pretenfion to th'at of 
France. ThatLtw^s was defirous of the former, 
I cannot doubt; that Philip would have aban- 
doned Spain with the equivalents that have been 
mentioned, or either of them, I believe likewife; 
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if the prcfent king of France had died, when 
his father , mother , and eldeft brother did : fo^ 
they all had the fame diftemper. But Lewis 
would ufeno violent means to force his grandfon; 
the Queen would* not continue the war to forcer 
him; Philip was too obftinate, and his wife toa 
ambitious , to quit the crown of Spaiii , whert 
they had difcovered our weaknefs , and felt theit 
own ftrength in that country, by their fuccefs iit 
the campaign *f one thoufand feven hundred and 
ten : after which my lord Stanhope himfelf wad 
convinced that Spain could not be conquered , nor 
kept, if it was conquered, without a much greater 
army , than it was poffible for us to fend thither. 
In that fituation it was wild to imagine, as the 
earl of Oxford imagined, or pretended to imagine, 
that they would quit the crown of Spain , for a 
remote and uncertain profpe<5 of fuccecding to 
that of France , and content themfclves to be , ia 
the mean time, princes of very fmall dominions. 
Philip therefore', after ftruggling long tj^at he 
might not be obliged to make his option till the 
fucceflion qf France lay open to him, was obliged 
to make it , and made it , for Spain. Now this , 
my lord, was the very crifis of the negociatiori: 
and to this point I apply what T faid above of 
the efFeft of more decifivc refolutions on the part 
of the Queen. It was plain , that , if fhe made the 
campaign in concert with her allies, fhe could be 
nb longer miftrefs of the negdciations , nor have 
almoft a chance for conduding them to the ilTue 
fhe propofed. Our ill fucce£& ia the field would 
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have rendered the French Itk tradable ia the con- 
^efs : bur good fuccefs there would have rendered 
the allies fo. On this principle the Queen fuipended 
the operations of her troops , and then concluded 
the ceflation. 

Compare now the appearances and effed df 
this meafure , Vrith.the appearances and efiedt that 
another meafure would hav^ had. In order to 
arrive at any peace , it was neceflary to do what 
theQiieen did, or to do more: and, in order to 
arrive at a good one, it was necefiarjr to be pre- 
pared to carry od the War , as well as to make a 
fiiow of it; for flie had the hard ta(k upon her,; 
of guarding againft hei* allies , and her enemies both/ 
But in that ferment , when few men confidered 
any thing coolly, the conduct of her general, 
after he took the field , though he covered tlic 
allies in the fiege of Quefnoy« correfpotided iU, 
ill appearance, with the declarations of carrying 
pn the w^r vigoroufly , that had been made , on 
ieveral^ occafions , before the can&paign opened. It 
had an air of double dealing; and as fuch it pafTed 
among thofe , who did not combine in their 
thoughts all the circumflances of the conjundhire, 
or who were infatuated with the notional ncceflity 
of continuing the war. The clamor could not 
have been greater, if the Queen had figned her 
peace feparately : and , I think , the appearances 
might have been explained as favorably in one 
cafe, as in the other. From the death of the 
emperor JosEfH, it was neither our intereft, nor 
tht cominoii intereft, well.underflsood, to fet the 
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crown oCSpaia on the.prefcnt emperor's head. As 
fopn therefore as Philip had made his option, and 
if Ihe had taken this refolution early, bis option 
would have been fopner. made, I prefume that 
the Queen might have declared , that^ ihe would 
not continue the , war an hour longer to procure 
Spain for his Imperial majefty; that the engage- 
ments, ihe had taken whilft he was archduke, 
bound her no more; that, by hi$ acceffion to the' 
empire ) the very nature of them, was altered; that 
Ihe took effedual meafurfs to, prevent, in any 
future time , an* union of the crowns of France 
and Spain, and, upon the fame principle , would 
not confent, much lefs fight, to bring about an im- 
mediate union of the Imperial and Spanilh crowns; 
that they, who infifted to protradt the war , in- 
tended this union ; that they could intend nothing 
elfe , fince they ventured to break with her, rather 
than to treat, and were fo eager to. put thereafon- . 
{Eibie fatisfadion » that they might, have in every 
other cafe without hazard , on the uncertain events 
of war; that Ihe would not be jmpofed on any 
longer in this manner, and that ihe had ordered 
her minifters to fign her treaty with France , on 
the furrender of Dunkirk into her hands ; that (bj^ 
pretended not to prefcribe to her allies, but that 
ihe had infifted, in their behalf, on certain coo- 
ditions, that France was obliged to grant to thofe 
of them , who fliould fign their treaties at the fame 
time as (he did, or who fiaould conf^nt to an 
inamediate ceffation of arms , and during the ceiTa- 
tion treat under her mediation. There had beea 
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mart franknels, an^ more dignity ia this proceed* 
ing , and the effed muft have been more advan« 
tageous. France woaM have granted more for ai 
feparate peace , than for a ceflation : and the Dutch 
<wotiId have been more influenced by the profpefi 
of one , than of the other : efpecially fince this 
proceeding would have been very different from 
theirs at Munfter , and at Nimeguen , where they 
abandoned their allies , without any other pretence 
than the particular advantage they found in doin^ 
So. A fufpeniion of the operations of the Queen^s 
troops , nay a ceflation of arms between her and 
l^'rance, was not definitive; and they might, and 
they did , hope to drag her back under their, and 
the German yoke. This therefore was not fuffii 
cient to check their obftinacy, nor to hinder them 
from making all the unfortunate hade they did 
make to get tbemfdves beaten at Denain. But 
they wduld poffibly have laid afide their vain 
hopes , if they ha4 feen the Queen's minifters ready 
to fign her treaty of peace , and thofe of fome 
principal allies ready to fign at the fame time; in 
which cafe the mifchief, that followed, had been 
prevented , and better terms of peace had been 
obtained for the confederacy : a prince of the houfe 
of Bourbon , who could never be king of France, 
would, have fat on the Spanifli throne , inftead of 
an emperor : the Spanifli fceptre would have been 
weakened in the hands of one, and the Imperid 
fceptre would have been ftrengthened in thofe of 
the other : 'France would have had no opportunity 
of recovering from formecr blowf f nor of finifbin^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



]bet $. ' and State of £uROi^E^ 291 

a long unfuccefsful war by two fuccefsfiil cam- 
paigns : her ambition ^ and her power, would have 
declined with her old king , and under the minority 
Ithat followed: one of them at leaft might hav^ 
been fo reduced by the terms of peace, if th^ 
defeat of the allies in one thouiand {even hundred 
^nd twelve, and the lols of fo many towns as 
the French took^in that and the following year, 
^ad been prevented, that the other would havf 
i>een no longer formidable, even fuppofmg it to 
have continued; whereas I fuppofe that the tran- 
quillity of Europe is more due, at this tim^, t9 
want ei ambition » than to want of power; 09 
the part of Frajoce. But, to carry the cbmparifoi^ 
of tb^e two meafures to the end ^ it may be fup? 
pofed that the Dutch would have taken the famf 
part, oh the Queen's declaring a feparate peac^^ 
^ they tfopk on hex declaring a ceflat^on. Thf 
preparatiqos for the caropaiga in the Low Couur 
tries w^e made ; the Dutch , like the other con? 
federates, had 4 juft confidence in their own troopi^ 
f^d an uajuft contempt for thofe of the enemy | 
4hey were trjinfported from their ufual {pbrietyan^ 
caution by th^ ambitious profped of large acqui^ 
£tions , which had been opened artfully to them » 
^e reft of the confederate ^my was compofed oj^ 
Imperial and German troops : fo that the Dutch^ 
the Imperialifts , and the other Germans , hayinjn 
an intcrcft to decide which was no ^longer the 
intereft of the whole confederacy, they might 
have united againft the Queen in one cafe , as they 
i^id in the 5it^er : ^d ihe mifchief , that followed 
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to them and the common caufe, might not have 
been prevented. This might have been the cafe , 
no doubt. They might have flattered themfelvcs 
that they fhould be able Co break into France, and 
to' force PuiLiiP, by the diftrefs brought on his 
grandfather, to refign the crown of Spain to the 
emperor, even after Great Britain, and Portugal, 
and Savoy too perhaps , were drawn out of the 
wAr ; for thefe princes defired as little , as the Queen; 
to fee the Spanilh crown on the emperor's head. 
But, eveh in this cafe, though the madnefs would 
have been greater, the effed would not have been 
worfc. The Queen would have been able to ferve 
thefe confederates as well by being mediator in 
the negociacions , as they le^ it in her power to 
da, by being a party in them: and Great Britain 
would have had the advantage of being delivered 
fo much fooner from a burden , which wbimftcal 
jind wicked politics had impofed, and continued 
upon her till it was become intolerable. Of thefe 
two meafures, at the time when we might have 
t:siken either , there were perfons -who' thought 
the laft preferable to the former. But it never 
caifne into public debate. Indeed it never could ; 
too much time having been loft in waiting for the 
option of Philip, and the fufpenfion and ceflTation 
haying been brought before the council rather as 
t meafurc taken, than a matter to be debated. If 
yourlordQiip, or any one elfe, Ibould judge, that, 
in* fuch circuroftancesas thofe of the confederacy 
in the beginning of one tboufand feven hundred 
and twelve 9 the latter meafureiougbt to have been 
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takipn, and the Gorc|ian knot to have been cut, 
rather than to fufftrr a mock treaty tolanguifh on; 
with fo much . advantage to the French as the 
difunion of the allies gave them ; in Abort, if 
flownefs, perplexity, inconfiftency, and indecifioa 
ihould be objeded , in fome inftances , to the 
Qiieen s councils at that time ; if it ihould be faid 
particularly , that fhe did not obferve the precifc 
moment when the conducl of the league formed 
againd her, being expofed to mankind, would 
have juftified . any part ihe fbould have taken 
'( though fhe declared , foon after the moment was 
pafled , that this condud had fet her free from all 
her engagements ) and when fhe ought to have 
.taken that of drawing, by one bold meafure, her 
allies out of the war , or herfelf out of the confe- 
deracy , before (he loft her influence on France: if 
all this fhould be objeded, yet would the proofs 
, brought to fupport thefe objeftions fhow, that we 
.were better allies thaa^ politicians 5 that the defirc 
the Queen ha^ to treat in concert with her confe* 
derates , and the refolution ftie took not to fign 
, without them , made, her bear what no crowned 
/ head bad ever born before ; and that where fhe 
erred , fhe erred princip^ly by the patience , the 
. compliance , and the cpndefcenfion fhe cxercifed 
* towards them ; and towards her own fubjeds in, 
; league with them. Such objedions as thefe may 
lie to the Qpeen^ condud, in the courfc of this 
great affair i as well as objedions of human infir- 
mity to that of thpfe perfons employed by her 
in the tranfadions of it ; from which neither thofe 
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who preceded J, nor thofe who fuccteded» have, 
I prefume , been free. But the principles on which 
they proceeded were boned , the means they ufed 
were lawful, and the event they propofed to bring 
about was juft. Whereas the very iFoundation of 
all the oppofition to the peace was laid in iiijuftice 
and folly : for what could be more uTijuft , thatt 
the attempt of the Dutch and the Germams , t6 
force the Queen to continue a war for their private 
intereft and ambition, the difprop6rtionate expenfe 
of which oppreffed the cosomerce of her fttbjeds, 
and loaded them with debts for ages yet to come f 
A war, the objed of which was fo changed, that 
from the year one thouCind feven hundred and 
eleven flie made it not only without any engage^ 
ment, but againft her own, and the common 
intereft? What could be more foolifh; you wilf 
think that I foften the term too much , and yoa 
will be in the right to think fo ; what could, be 
more foolifl) , than the attempt of a party in Bri^ 
tain , to protrad a war fo ruinous to their country » 
without any reafon that they dqrft avow , except 
that of wreaking the refentments of Europe on 
France , and that of uniting the Imperial and Spanilli 
crowns on an Auftrian head ? one of which was to 
purchafe revenge at a price too dear ; and the other 
was to expofe the liberties of Europe to new 
dangers , by the conclufion of a war which had 
been made to aflert and fecure them. 

I have dwelt the longer on the condud of 
thofe who promoted , and of thofe who oppofed, 
the negociations of the peace made at Utrecht i 
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and on the comparifon of the meafure purfued by 
the Qjaeea with that which (he might have purfued ^ 
]>ecaufe the great benefit we ought to leap fronqt 
the ftudy of hiftory, cannot he reaped unlels we 
accuftom ourfelyes to compare the «ondud of 
different governments, and different parties, iq^ 
the (ame conjunctures , and to obferve the meaftirea 
they did purfue, and the meafures they might 
have purfued, with the adual confequences that 
followed one, auidthe po0&ble, or probable confe«^ 

Suences, that might h^ve followed the other. Byi 
lis execcife of thq mind, the ftudy. of hiftor)^ 
anticipates, as it were, experience, as I hav6 
ebferved in oAe of the firft of thefe letters , and 
prepares us for a<^ion. If this confideiatioii ibould 
not plead a {u$cient excufe for my prolixity*' oa 
this head« Ihave one more to add that may. A 
rage of warring pofleiTed i| P^^X ^^ ^^^ natioit 
till the death of the hte Queen : a rage of nego<» 
eiating has poflefled the &me party of men , evee 
iince. YoH have kcti the confequences of one> 
you fee a(3;ually thofe of the otheR The rage of 
warring confirmed the beggary of our nation^ 
which began as early as the revolution; but then 
it gave, in the lad war, reputation to our arms^ 
and our councils too. For though I think, and 
muft always think , that the principle , on whici^ 
we aded after departing from that laid down, ia 
the grand alliance of one thou&nd feven hundred 
and one, was wrong: yet mull we confe£$ that it; 
was purfued wifely; as W^ll as boldly. The ragc^ 
ff A^SOcia^£ hu beta a.chargeable rage iikie^i&j^ 
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at leaft as chargeable in its propoHion. Far from 

paying our debts, Contraded in war, they con* 

• tinue much the fame, after three-and-twenty yekrs 

* of peace. The taxes that opprefs our mercantile 
intereft the mod are ftill in' mortgage; and thofe 

.' that opprels the landed intereft the moft, inftead 

* of being laid on extraordinary occafi6ns, aire be- 
' come the ordinary funds for the current ferVice of 
^ every year. This is grievous^ and the more fo to 

* any man, who has the honor of his country, as 
well as her-profperity at hesurt, becaiife we have 
not, in this: cafe, the airy confolation we had in 
the othet. The rage of negociatihg began twenty 
years ago, under pretence of cohfummating the 
treaty of Utrecht: and, iroixi that time to this, our 
minifters have been in one perpetual maze. They 

' have made themfelves and us, often, objeds of 
averfion to the powers on the continent : and we 
are become at laft objedts of contempt, even to 

_ the Spaniards. What other effeA could our abfurd 
cohdud have ? What other return has it deferved ? 
We came exhaufted out of long wars ; and , inftead 

] of purfuing the meafures ncceffary to give us 
means and opportunity to repair our ftrength and 

' to diminilh our burdens , our miniflers have aded, 
from that time^ to this, like men who fought pre- 
tences to keep the nation in the fame exhaufted 
condition , and under the fame load of debt This 
may have been their view perhaps; and we could 
not be furprifed if we heard the fame men declare 
national ^povettyneeefTafy to fupport the prefent 
government » who have fo frequently * declared 
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corrqption .and *a ftan<!ing armyto be fo. Yaur 
good fenfe, my lord, your virtue, and your love 
of your country , will always determine you 'to 
oppofe fuch vile fchemes, and to contribute your 
utmoft towards the cure of both thcfe kinds' of 
rage; the iage of warring, without any propbr- 
tionable intereft of our own, for the ambition of 
others; and thp rage of negociating, on every 
occafion, at any rate, without a fufiicieht calfto 
it, and without any part of that deciding influence 
v^hicfa we ought to have. Our nation inhabits an 
ifland , and is one of the principal nations of 
Europe; but to maintain this rank, we muft 
take the advantages of this fituation, which have 
been negleded by us for almoll half a century : 
we muft always remember, that we are not part 
of the continent ; but we muft never forget that 
we are neighbours to it. I will conclude, by 
applying a rule, that HorAcb gives for the con* 
dud of an epic' or dramatic poem, to the part 
Great Britain' ought to take in the a£Fairs of the 
continent , if you allow me to transform Britannia 
into a male divinity, as the verfe requires. 

Nee ' Deus interlit> nili dignus yindice nodus 
Incident. , 

If thefe refleftionsiare juft, and I (hould not have 
offered them to your lordlhip had they not 
appeared both juft and important to my beft 
underftanding , you will think that I have not 
fpent your . time unprofitably in making them ^ 
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and exciting you by them to examine the trum 
intereft of your country relatively to foreign afiurs 9 
aihd to compare it with thofe principles of condu A ^ 
that I am perfuadcd, have no other foundation 
than party -defigns, prejudices » and habits; tho 
private intereft of foine men and the ignoianco, 
and rafbneis of others. 

My letter is grown fo long* that I fhall by 
nothing to your lordflyp , at this time concerning 
the ftudy of modern hiftory, relatively to tho 
interefts of your country in doiuelUc a&irs i and 
I think there will be no need to do fo at any 
other. Thp Hiftory of the rebellion by youf 
great*grand*fatber , and his private memorials, whicH 
youi* lordfliip has in manufcript, will guide yod 
iurely as far as they go: where they leave you^ 
your lordfliip muft not ej(ped any hiftory; foiB 
we have more reafon td make this complaint ^ 
^ abeft enim hiftoria literis nodris," than Tullt 
had to put it into the moilth of Atticvs, ia 
his firft book of laws. But where hifl;ory leaver 
you, it is wanted leaft: the traditions of thi» 
century t and of the latter end of the laft» arc 
freih. Many, who were adors in fome of tbefe 
events, are alive; and miny ^irho have converied 
with thofe that were actors in others. The publio 
is in polTefllon of feveral colledions and memorials ^ 
and (everai there are in private hands. You will 
want no materials to form true notions of tranfi 
i^ionsfo recent. Even pamphlets, writ on different 
fides and on different occafions in our party •difi' 
putes s and hiftories of no more authority ib^ 
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pfampbleo , will help you to come At truth. Read 
them with fufpicion , my Ibrd*, tot they dcfcrve 
to be fufpeded; pay no re^rd to the epithets; 
given , uor to the judgments paflfed : negled; all 
declamation, weigh the reafoning, and advert to 
fad. With ftich precautions, even BurnIst's 
t|iftory may be of fome ufe. In a word , youf 
]ordifaip will want no help of mine to difcover, 
by what progreffion the whole conftitution of our 
country, and even the charader of our nation, 
has been altered: nor how much a worfe ufe, in 
a national fenfe , though a better in the fenfe of 
party <^ politics, the men called Whigs have made 
of long wars and new fyftems of revenue, fince 
the revolution; than the men called Tories made 9 
before it,, of long peace, and ftale prerogative. 
When you look back three or four generations 
ago, you will fee that the Englifh were a plain, 
perhaps a rough , but a good - natured hofpitablc 
people , jealous of their liberties , and able as wdl 
as ready to defend them , with their tongues , their 
pens, and their fwords. The reftoration began to 
turn hofpitality into luxury, pleafure into debauch , 
and country -peers and country - commoners into 
courtiers and men of mode. But whilfl; our luxury 
Wfis young, is was little more than elegance: the 
debauch of that age was enlivened with wit , and 
varnifhed over with gallantry. T|ie courtiers and 
the men of mode knew what the conftitution was^ 
refpeded it, and often afferted it. Arts^and fciences 
Hourilhed, and if we grew more trivial, we were 
not become eitiber grofsly. ignorant., or opeoj/ 
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. -profligate. Since the revol.utiop, our kiogs have 

been reduced indeed to a feeming annual depend* 

ance on parliament; but the bu(inef$ of parliament, 

vrhich wasefteemed in geiierai a dutyvbelore, has 

been exercifed in general as a; trade fince. The 

trade of parliament , and the trade of funds , have 

grown univcrfal. Men, who (\ood forward in the 

ivorld* have attended to little elfe. The frequency 

'of parliaments, that increafeddieir importance, 

and (hould have increafed the reipe<ft of them » has 

taken ofif from their dignity/ andvtl^e fpirit that 

prevailed, wfailfl the fervice in them was duty, 

has been debafed * fince it became a trade. F^sf 

know, and fcarce any refped, the Britiih confti* 

< tution : that of the . church has been lung * fince 

derided ; that of the State as long negteded ; and 

' both have been left at the mercy of the men in 

.pnwer,- whoever thofe men were. Thus the 

• Church , at leaft the hierarchy , however facred 

'.ill its origin or wife in its mftitution^* is become 

' ' an ufelefs burden on the State : and the State is 

> become, under ancient and known forms, a new 

. and undefinable monfter ; compofed of a king 

without monarchical fplendor., a fenate of nobles 

without ariftocratical independency , and a fenate 

' of commons without democratical freedom. In the 

mean time, my lord, the very idea of wit, and 

. all that 99n be called tafte, has been loR among 

I the great; arts and fciences are fcarce alive ; luxury 

has been increafed but not refined ;. corruption 

has been eftabliflied , and is avowed. When 

goyernmeats are worn out, thus it is : the decay 
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appears in every inftance. Public and private 
virtue, public and private fpirit, fcience and wit, 
decline all together. 

That you , my lord , may have a long and glo* 
rious (hare in reRoring all thefe, and /in drawing 
our government back to the true principles of it , 
I wilh moft heartily. Whatever errdrs I m^y have 
committed in public life, I have always loved my 
country: whatever faults may be objeded to me 
in private life, I have always loved my friend: 
whatever ufage 1 have received from my country, 
it Iball never make me break with her: whatever 
ufage I have received from my friends, 1 never 
Ihall break with one of them , whDe I think him a 
friend to my country. Thefe are the fentiments 
of my heart. I know they are thofe of your lordf 
ihip's: and a communion of fuch fentiments is a 
«ie that will engage me to be^ as long as X live* 



My lord. 

Your molt faithful fervant 
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SHALL take the liberty of wtitihg to you a 
little oftcncr than the Arce or ftmr times a year , 
Mrhich, you tell me, are all you cttn allow yourfelf 
to write to thofe you like beft: and yet I declare 
to -you with great truth, that you never kneW ttio 
fo bufy in your life , as 1 am at prefent You muft 
not imagine from hence, that I am writing me- 
moirs of myfelf. The fubjed ii too flight to 
defcend to pofterity, iB any other manner, than 
by that ocoafioaal cnei^tion which may be made 
of any litde ador in the hiftory of our age. Sylla, 
CjftSARj and others of that rank, were, whilft 
they lived, at the head of mankind :. their ftory 
was in fome fort the ftory of the world , and as 
fuch might very properly be tranfmitted under 
their names to future generations. But for thofe 
who have aded much inferior parts, if they puUifli 
the piece , and call it after their own names , they 
are impertinent; if they publiih only their own 
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ftare in it , they inform mankind by halves , and 
neither give ifnuch inftrudion , nor create much 
attention. France abounds with writers of thi$ 
fort, and, I think, we fail into the other extreme; 
Xret me tell you, on this occafion, what has fome«> 
times come into my thoughts. 

There is hardly any century in hiftory which 
began by opening fo great a Jcene , as the century 
Vrherein we live, and fhall I fuppofe, die. Com- 
pare 'it with others, even the mod famous, and 
you will think fo» I will Iketch the two laft , to 
help your rocrtory. 

The loCs of that balance which La^vrence of 
Medicis hadpreferved, during his time, in Italy'; 
the expedition of Ghahles the eighth to Naples j 
the intrigues of the duke of Milan ^ who fpun, 
^th all the refinements of art, that net wherein 
he was taken at laft himfelf; the fuccefsful dexterity 
of Ferdinand the Catholic, ^ho built one pillai^ 
of the Auftrian greatnefs in Spain, in Italy, and 
in the Indies; as the .fucceffion of the houfe of 
Burgundy , joined to the Imperial dignity and the 
hereditary countries , eftablilhed another in the 
upper and lower Germany : thefe caufes, and many 
others, combined to form a very extraordinary 
conjundure; and, by their confequences, to reader 
the fixteenth century fruitful of great events , and 
of aftonifbing revolutions. 

The beginning of the feventeenth opened fliil 
a greater and more important fcene^ The Spanifh 
yoke was well-nigh impofed on Italy by the 
fisunous triumTirxte ,» Tolsdo mt Milan, OssVNA 
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at .Naples , and La Cub va at Venice. • The dif- 
tradtions of France, as well as the date -policy 
of the Queen ..mother , feduced by Rome , and 
amufed by Spain ; the defpicable character of our 
James the firft, ^e i^C^efs of the eledor Palatine, 
the bad intelligence of tl^e princes and ftates of the 
league ih Germany, the mercenary temper of John 
George of Saxony, and the great qualities of 
Maximilian of Bavaria, raifed Ferdinand the 
fecond to the Imperial throne ; when , the male« 
of the elder brz^ich of the Auftrian family in 
Germany being extinguilhed at the death 6f MaT: 
THIA^, nothing was more, defirable , nor perhaps 
more pradicable, than to throw the empire into 
another houfe. Germany ran the fame ri(k as. 
It^Iy had done : Ferdinand feemed more likely, 
even. than Charles the fifth had been, to become 
abfolute mafter; and, if France had not furnifhed 
the greated minider, and theNortli) the greateft 
captain, of that age, in the fame point of time, 
Vienna and Madrid would have given ^e law to 
th^ weftern world. 

As the Au/lrian fcale fqnk, that of Bourbon 
rofe. The true date of the rife of that power, 
wi^ich has made the kings of France fo confiderable 
in Europe, goes up as high as Charles the 
feventh , and Lewis the eleventh. The weaknefs 
of, our Henry the fixth , the loofe condud of 
Edward the fourth, and perhaps the overfights 
of Henky the feventh, helped very much to knit 
that monarchy together, as well as to enlarge it. 
Advantage might have been taken qf the divifions 

which 
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"which reh'gion occafioned; and fupporting the 
proteftant party in France would have kept that 
crown under reftraints, and under inabilities, in 
ibme mcafure equal to thofe which were occafioned 
anciently by the vaft alic -»*:ions of its demefnes; 
and by the exorbitant power of its vaffals. But 
James the firft was incapable of thinking with fenfe^ 
or ading with fpirit. Charles the firft had an 
imperfed glimpfe of his true intereft , but his 
uxorious temper, and the extravagancy of that 
madman Buckingham, gave Richelieu time to 
finifh a great part of his projed: and the miferies> 
that followed in England, gave Mazarin time 
and opportunity to complete the fyftem. The laft 
great ad of this cardinal's adminiftration was the 
Pyrencan treaty. 

Here I would begin , by rieprefenting the hci 
of Europe fuch as it was at that epocha, the 
interefts and the condud of England, France, 
Spain , Holland , antl the empire. A fummary 
recapitulation Ibould follow of all the fteps taken 
by France, .during more than twenty years, ta 
arrive at the great objed ihe had propofed to herfelf 
in making this treaty: the moft folemn article of 
which the minifter , who negociated it ^ defigned 
fliould be violated; as appears by his letters, writ 
from the Ifland of Pheafants, if I miftakc notV 
After this, another draught of Europe fhould have 
it's place according to the relations , which the 
fevcral powers ftood in , one towards another , in 
one thoufand fix hundred and eighty-eight: and 
the alterations which the ]:e volution in £nglan<d 

X 
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made in the politics of Europe. A fummaiy 
Account {hould follow of the events of the war 
chat ended in ooethoufand fix hundred and ninety- 
ieven, with the different views of king William 
the third, and Lewis the fourteenth, in making 
.the peace of Ryfwic; which matter has been much 
panvafled, and is little underftood. Then the 
difpofitions made by the partition -treaties, and 
the influences and confequences of thefe treaties; 
and a third draught of the (late of Europe at the 
death of Charles the fecond of Spain. All this 
>¥Ould aiake thefubjed of one or two books, and 
wotfld be the moft proper introdudion imaginabte 
ff> aJiiftory of that war with which our century 
b^gao , and of the peace which followed. 

This war, forefeen for above half a century, 
hf^d bden, during all that time, the great and 
Co^fljMt objedl of the councils of Europe. The 
prize to be contended for was the richcft that ever 
kad been ftaked, fmce thofe of the Perfian and 
Roman empires. The union of two powers, which 
Separately, and m oppofition ^ had aimed at univerfal 
istiooarchy, was apprehended. The confederates 
fiherefore engaged in it, to maintain a balance 
betwe^ the two houfes of Auftria and Bourbon, 
ifi order to. preferve their fecurity, and to aflert 
their independence. But with the fuccefs of the 
war they changed their views: and, if ambition 
began it oa the fide of Prance , ambition continued 
it o;i the other. The battles, the fieges, the fur- 
prifitng revolutions, which happen^ in thecourfe 
of this war, are not to be parallel^' in any peri^ 
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of the fame compafs. The motives , and the 
tneafures, by which it was protraded, the true 
reafons why it ended in a manner, which appeared 
tiot piroportionable to it's fuccefs; and the new 
political ftate into which Europe was thrown by 
-the treaties of Utrecht and Baden , are fubjeds on 
which few perFons have the neceffary informations , 
and yet every one fpeaks with affnrance, and even 
•with oaflion. I think I could fpeak on them with 
fome knowledge, and with as much indifference 
as PoLYBius does of the negociations of his father 
Lycortas , even in thofe poiats where 1 was 
myfelf an ador. 

I will even confefs to you, that I fliould not 
defpair of performing this part better than the 
former. There is nothing in my opinion fo hard 
to execute, as thofe political maps, if you will 
allow me fuch an expreflioa, and thofe fyftems of 
hints, rather than relations of events, which are 
neceffary to conned and explain them ; and which . 
muft be fo concife, and yet fo full; fo complicate » 
and yet fo clear. I know nothing of this fort well 
doqe by the ancients. Sallust'j) introdudion, as 
well as that of Thucydides, might ferv« almoft 
for any other piece of the Roman or Greek ftory , 
as well as for thofe which thefe two great authors 
chofe. PoLYBius does not come up, in his intro- 
dudion , to this idea neither. Among the moderns > 
thefirftbookof Machiavel's Hiftory of Florence 
is a noble original of this kind: and perhaps father 
Paul's Hiftory of Benefices is, in the lame kind 
of compofition , inimitable* 
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Thefe are a few of thofe thoughts, vrhich come 
into my mind when I confider how incumbent it/ 
is on every man , that he fhould be able to give 
an account even of his leifure ; and , in the midft 
6f folitudc , be of fome ufe to fociety. 
' I know not whether 1 Ihall have courage enough 
to undertake the tafk I have chaljced out : 1 diftruft 
my abilities with reafon, and I fliall want feveral 
Informations, not cafy, I doubt, for me to ^btain. 
But, in all events, it will nOt be poffible for me 
to go about it this year; the reafons of which 
would be long enough to fill another letter, and 
I doubt that you will think this grown too bulky 
already. 



Adieu. 
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